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AT THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES WE'RE YEAR 2000 READY* WHICH MEANS 
THAT WHEN MIDNIGHT DECEMBER 31* 1999 ROLLS OVER* ALL OF OUR COMPUTER 
SYSTEMS WILL DO WHAT THEY'RE SUPPOSEO TO 00* SO THAT WE CAN CONTINUE 
TO PROVIDE YOU WITH UNINTERRUPTED SERVICES ON JANUARY 3* 2000. 

a/£v>/ yBPP'5 W4J TO 6* T« ft*sC£. rtl£ 

Ay$ "oPEF Z£ A^O J\zJT t" THGA-£,At XO™ 4*0 MxlSlOA/, 

C At AMO^'frH-T Aa'D t/MtH THC 6* C^Axy Ttf/Lff^PW Tff£ w^ov/. 

/j #£^v U/e-<J> *£ W 2.r^« ffo^/ THE R£JT OF Tti£ *£ „v 

^ •»« j>£ Cr/*£v'H£££ ° A ' € £v£* £t£A* &*•*■€* 

8 c - T up S'TFttTS w^ a/G-TT) £♦ CAAZY. THE GfiPS v&Zj; ffMTM'*- 7tf£ **rry 

* TH£ AHlZ^oo~-ro yyArtt* THf ft«*+*<AL *'£*'*1' 

0OV " V ';*C THB-OW JuTt**** CALLOWS o* r OF T«£- $KySCfi.Ar&< ****** 

'fzzxr*~ r J%z»»k 

xgiftifz&z zrtzff 

R£/U«a,0(L AmsTHEA, B^t v-£/aE EvfeA.y^H£R£ A^O TtiEy Aoc HA6 Hv&£ MP£S oP 

S* MW ^TA.££t U^l D*AP. X*v K^w 

TH*St PLASTIC HAMOCof^H^G-Wufr ' ^ f w EtJL0 7© BE »a TNG *A THE £?R££T 

U % W ^ y*^ ^ W e ? 0 *,ct yov K^v/^KAT of D,S^fr,C^ 0F7Me vJvAL 

KSW ^ THAT, ^ WAS 2,*£ JH€ «£ HM*** v^f 

c, AcT^av i/£,TH£ e*+*S,HM 65 tAia>£Z St*S PcL,c£ 

i6 Jt MM a-. C«..<£ e- TW s ®t^*g!T/riiwit'c»r< Motts THAT y~ C .v« 

Th Ir t.rt *<**&*?£ g'fSFoS&i**** ««*«A «*” *«« «<r 

-/N®££ £607 #£$,»> _ u . _ /)/vz/voyfA/fr- £ C.vAwfcYA'G'' 5G-Tiv££«' 

XT^AnO what A^»- T k£ ^ t ^- h £ ✓tfCzvzMf t>0w/u /1AP PtAy£0 HALArhE fHo^ A»A.7W£ 

XT vz^M PtA-e f THO V r»._ c//i6Ly 7Ht etTWACV S9»lr *&*l<Ar\0*i TV ~JH£ £tPS. 

U>?i THE hT,?* i »4£A/>£D TO Hv/v-T *S W»1 H AMaD« 7t)/*££t (s*J£7Ai\+0 

0 *?C, lyrtt tMil Tt+f ^ttAff-PA 6 ^— ,. 0 |t£^«v lyzj b£AD.B<u- C/i.z>,'its •»he 

‘ wo wj»*;)!|^ A^P7H< M£PIAS*y AsOTNlHr'f 

«A|P£Af<A/Gr / ^ c 5 ^J!u?.TH£ M(hlT £FO£C> W'TH A1£ <4/y^ 0A* A 1~*°F, US'HAyfy^ErYr, 

* s< ”£V^°U £ Js M*" WU*. ? «w«e 

yref S^VI*fr /I" ^ ,/v « C’2T..' W / £ l. , !«H«£/l T TH£2£Jt»« icrwWTWlzrnO*. 

./> A CO aV v^tf at W*aA£P /W» O^a'T 


TH'S 
lA'ftAAxO 

/^ 0 £D vP H£jt£. . y 
vb-o-r XT A 66 


iWHAT W/oAACfcP /W> 0 /Pa‘T u«iWc.7H«AfrA *Z~«*J*?'ZucVtC \ 

4 //£* v f Tt). ^Tt fc~6w v'HGaz tH£ c*/S CHy Vi^t- 3 I 


wRjbAs 6 -o 
















W? $n*LL ST»/vKi/v' PCAa'£t,D£Pt 

§!$**>£ ■ 

X wj^-OKS** 



^ %* V«** «W||( 6 dooming; 

The hgktls the MnU cw** «, ** ^ 




«&r 

Hey Iggy: 

Life is Just a little too veird sometimes. I'd been reading SCAM #3 on the El trains all 

day, and then I vent to Kinko's to print sime flyers and, lo and behold, I found this fragment 

of a letter on the counter. I'd Just been staring at your handwriting for a good chunk of time 

so I recognized it immediately. I thought you'd want your letter back... By the way, if you're 

really hopping trains in Late Hovetber like your letter says, I think you're crazy .. 

Erin McWilliams 
Stuck in Chicago 

PS. Was that you by chance, standing outside the tattoo place a block from The Kinkst 
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Iggy: 

It was weird to get your letter. My friend toldime that day that he 
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MI 1 SCAM graffiti onitt What'a next? 

^ °° ma h0DB ^ flmi CS ICKEBHEAD playing ink^Uckhonae 

Jeaae/Stay Gold 
Lawrence, IS 

so 1 c “ bs » tra ” p - ** «>— 

EO\ V£S t is ^£va«ti^G- to t^v£C T® C ' 

i£AT y°' y v f* rHofV 0 *$ ocr y^v, • 

Hey Iggy: 

Remember me? I ran into you about a month ago, piss-drunk in the San Francisco MUNI tunnel, 
vhen I vas on my way to take a Greyhound to Vancouver... Anyways, I'm back in SF, so I wanted tc 
eil you a little about my trip. I got to Easjr Vancouver in the early evening of Halloween 

£,11 m!w^ S “fV 8 °' g0 ' Commercial Drive Crusties had a huge shopping cart race 
hich blocked traffic long enough for a spontaneous Food Hot Bombs serving to materialize in 
the middle of a busy intersection! Once the shopping carts came back around the block, there 
were probably 50 kids milling about the intersection, enjoying delicious soup, potatoes, and 
muffins, with 10 shopping carts blocking all cars from entering! A few cops tried, unsuccessful! 
to move the blockades and fucked with a few people that they believed to be responsible for the 
. They said they d arrest people if the FHB table wasn't moved, so a couple of kids moved it, 
but only after someone suggested, "Hey! They can't do sbit if we're all crossing the street!" w 
which we did. There was a huge mob of kids walking back and forth,on the crosswalk, slapping 
high-5 s, post little league style! It was fucking awesome! More pigs showed up with a paddy 
wagon, but as long as we were"within the boundaries of the crosswalk and touching the curbs 
efore recrossing the kid was right; they couldn't do shit! Happy fuckin' Halloveenl There was 
JMjuge^crazy party_and I got too drunk and passed out before midnight ...--yj^V^^jj^ /A 
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Be Adventurous: 

Expand your tastes to enjoy a variety of foods. 


■ Eat foods everyday from each of the five major food groups, in the 
Food Guide Pyramid. 

■ Choose a new fresh, canned or frozen vegetable or fruit each month. 

Pick one that is on sale. 

® Choose different types of canned, frozen or dried beans or peas each month. 
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By Erich Lyle 
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For the past month, IVe found my early morning I 
drenalin rush, not from a cup of coffee, but from a I 
nick scan of the headlines. “Warnings... tough talk... I 
uore propaganda on both sides... but (sigh of relief) [ 
ao actual war~.** No surprise, early-morning. Bush- 
style invasion, no shots... but for how much longer? By I 
now, every world leader of note who has been involved I 
in negotiations has mysteriously walked away in dis- 
gust, resigned to publicly dismissing a non-violent solu¬ 
tion as weak and irrational. 

Now, the threat of war has invaded every aspect of 
our daily lives. The government reminds us daily to 
“sacrifice**, and the papers are filled with letters home 
from our stationed troops. Abroad, Bush and 
Gobachev meet and promise to unite, and, if neces¬ 
sary, fight, under the premise that if the now-friendly 
suprpowers can just get rid of Hussein with a quick, 
tiny war, peace will reign. Traditionally, the Sccretary 
of State’s duty is to, at least, talk peace, but Baker is 
now the salesman, well known, but not well liked, going 
door to door in the Middle East begging for war money 
from countries that only a month ago called America 
“Great Satan.** The preparations for war have begun. 

— l£TL ^LjlM - . 

Against all reason and ail hope. President Brat 
insists on leading us into war, under the premise tha 


it will be a quick and painless surgery. He has refusec 
to even try to talk with Saddam Hussein, and has 
i nstea d > issued tough talk and ultimatums, while asking 
our allies, not for solutions, but for bomb money, and 
the American people, not for their approval, but foi 
their “sacrifice.** 

Bush’s mind is made up, but war is so ugly, and 
i n human on the face of it, that the people who have to 
actually fight it have to be tricked into doing Bush’s 
b i dding So now, the U.S. mass media that so rightous- 
iy accuses Saddam Hussein of spreading propaganda, 
has been overrun by cabinet members, retired 
generals, defense contractors, and other hired hanrk 
who are very carefully going about the business of 
selling war to the American people. Cheney and 
Scowcroft go on Sunday news shows to dazzle us with 
talk of superior firepower and patriotism, and, 
surprise. Meet the Press and the Brinkley show were 
brought to you by GE, the nuclear weapons maker, 
and McDonnel Douglas, the maker of fighter planes. I 



The leaders of Iraq and America are supposed to have 
certain compromising skills, right? WeD why can’t they 
come up with an easier way to figure this out? 

In elementary school, we are taught to not fight and' 
share things. Have these so-called “Presidents” forgot-j 
en all of this? The basic rule of life, and twoof the people 1 
nat we are supposed to look up to and follow can’t seeid 
remember it 

hting isn’t going to solve anything. But until we all 
ure this out, I guess we’ll just have to live with the way 
is and other countries are run, and well just have to 
in and bear it 
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When the 90’s started, I can remember, all the punk mags I got in the mail were saying 
things like, “The 90*s will make the *60’s look like the *50’s.” There were nationwide calls to 
come to anarchist conventions in SF or go to Humboldt to stop loggers* chainsaws. On the 
sleepy streets of my hometown, though, we just weren’t FEELING it. 1 got kicked out of my 
parents’ house for good on the same weekend that Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait and Bush 
started talking about going to war against the New Hitler.On my first night out, walking the 
| suburban streets at dusk, I passed row after row of identical houses, locked up tight for the 
night, their dark windows staring me down, like a line of Humboldt loggers watching the first 
protester walk into town. I had thought maybe that my fucked up situation at home would earn 
me some sympathy from the world, but now I could see I was in danger. I was a homeless high 
school dropout who had somehow lived to be 17 without knowing how to do ANYTHING 
except write and run out of convenience stores with 12 packs of beer, and, now the heir to the 
Reagan Regime was going to try to ship me off to die in the desert. 

With Bush, it really WAS personal,too.What I mean is, I sensed that George Bush wanted 
me, Iggy, to die in this war. Later, in Clinton’s numerous wars, you could picture yourself 
dying and Clinton standing there, going, “Hey, man. Nothing PERSONAL, OK?” 

It had all started with me and Bush when he was still running for president against the 
Duke (historical footnote: the writer is referring to Michael Dukakis). On the Halloween 
before the election, I was on a bunch of acid with my friend, Jim, and we were walking 
around town, ripping down Bush For President signs. One time, though, Jim saw one sticking 
j up out of a well-trimmed, arrogant, suburban lawn and he started muttering, “George Bush... 
fuckin’ George Bush...” Then, he charged the sign, to knock it over. I joined him, running, 
but as we neared it, we heard a loud, clear, male voice from the house say, “Honey! Get the 
gun!” 

Get the GUN ?!? We turned and ran away. He was going to SHOOT us for knocking over 
a sign? I thought I was just tripping, but we both heard it. Was it a shared hallucination of an 
age yet to come, an icy anticipation of a coming winter in the fall of my teens? It was something 
not yet known, but, deep down, UNDERSTOOD: There would be no place for us in the 
George Bush America. 

Sure enough, here I was a few years later with nowhere to go. I decided to move to the 
Today, when I tell people I lived on the beach, they say, “Oh, it must have been cool to 
j live on The Beach before it was so trendy and expensive.” I always have to say, “No! Not 
MIAMI Beach! The BEACH. You know, like THE SAND!” It was all right, for the most part. 

I stole food and beer and spent alot of time writing. But, I was too worried about everything to 
really enjoy it- 

I was in a bad situation, but I was determined to write my way out of it. It was, now, quite 
literally, me and my pen, against the world. My big break came when I heard about the new 
independent school paper at my hometown’s college. Apparently, the school paper had 
published an article that was critical of F.A.U.’s Dean, and the Dean, in retaliation, had 
decided to kick the offending reporters and editor off the paper. So, THEIR response was to 
move the whole paper off campus, get outside funding by selling ads, and pay people — even 
non-students — to write for them! Thus, the Independent Atlantic Sun was born. 

The exciting part was the “Independent” tiling. Surely, these hardnosed, young 
reporters who had engineered the “Atlantic Sun” coup, would be ready to take on the 
mounting onslaught of Bush’s propaganda machine. As I saw it, this was a college paper, and 
college aged kids would be asked to fight in the war. This was THE biggest issue of our young 
lives, ourhig chance to lead the campus revolt across the nation to stop the war, before it 
started, and take down the whole oppressive Reagan/Bush era. The 90’s really COULD make 
| the 60’s look like the ‘50’s and it was up to us to make it happen. 

I was, in fact, prepared to make this heady speech to the managing editor, but, when I 
went to fjbeir offices, they were so understaffed that I walked out in 15 minutes as the new 
political Colu m n is t AND record reviewer. The editor, one of those polite, civic minded, not- 
too-bright kids who is ALWAYS the editor of the school paper, told me deadline was Monday 
at noon ^id I’d get $7.50 a story! 

In preparation for our run at newspaper history, I started crafting my “Independent” 
renegadejournalist image, by showing up, hungover, 5 minutes before deadline, to crank out a! 
seemless flow of incendiary, Anti-Bush column just in time. It helped that I had already 

perfected this in high school, by not coming to school for the entire junior year, except to turn 
in stories for the paper, which, when they had won several year end, county-wide awards, I 
announced I had written under the influence of Robitussin. Surely, my new Independent co¬ 
workers could relate. 

But, by the second week there, I’d begun to feel that it wasn’t working out. It seemed like 
my editors were all avoiding me. At first, I thought I just smelled bad. But, it turned out it was 
because of what I was writing. 

It had never ocurred to me that there would be young people who wanted to be journalists, 
even in MY town, who would be PRO war. The editors weren’t exactly coming out and saying 
it, at first, and maybe they weren’t, you know, exactly, um, FOR war, but, the yellow ribbons 
WERE going up in everyone’s yard all over town, and the writing was on the wall. There was 
no campus revolt — at least, not in my town — and the flag waving fervor had reached such a 
fever pitch, that EVERYONE was trying to get on the bandwagon, before they got left behind. 
It was depressing and pathetic seeing old, ex-hippies looking to make up for their Vietnam 
past, saying “This war’s different,” and seeing some of my old liberal teachers swallow the 
whole Bush line. It was like there was no one ANYWHERE in the media questioning it. I 
thought that the MTV generation would try to generate their own anti-war consumer youth 
movement, at least, but even shitty hesher bands like Guns N Roses and Megadeth came out 
and talked about how we had to kick Saddam’s ass. My favorite quote to this day is from 
Metallica, who had written that song about the guy who got all his limbs blown off by the 
landmine. They came out in favor of the war and, when asked how they could be in favor after 
writing that anti-war song, they said, “Look, that wasn’t an anti-war song. It was just a song 
about a guy who gets hurt by a landmine.” 

As I sat down to write my third column, the head editor came over and said, “Say, you’re 
not going to write about the war, AGAIN, are you? You’ve got to find something else to write 
about. The war’s just going to bum everyone out.” So much for the Independent Atlantic Sun. 
Truth, here is thy hat. “Why the hell do you guys want to do a paper, ANYWAYS?!?” I yelled, 
to a crowd of faces in the newsroom staring back at me as blankly as the rows of houses I 
walked past on my way to the beach each night. 

1 wrote about the war, anyways, and was promptly fired. I got the issue with my last 
column out of the newspaper box on the same day that I was rousted from my camping spot by 
cops who held a gun to my head for ten whole minutes. By the next week, our whiz kid editor 
had installed his bright eyed, kid sister as the political columnist. Her first column quoted 
David Bowie’s “Changes” and gushed about, you know, all these CHANGES she seems to be 
going through. Golly. 

“Changes?” 1 growled. “Walt til you see the BODY BAGS!” But that was back then. 
Looking at our columns today in the FAU library reference room, I can see how overwrought 
mine were. They were a product of the gun at your back, Reagan/Bush era — exactly the kind 
of writing you’d expect from a kid who slept on the beach and thought he was about to lead a 
nationwide campus revolt. Hers, on the other hand, were eerily prescient. Her article about 
the growing political awareness of her generation — an awareness measured, apparently, in 
recycled plastic and cans — perfectly anticipated the Clinton years ahead, when being a Good 
Person (recycling and not saying “nigger”) is mandated by law, and rich kids come buy out 
your whole neighborhood, but, still want everyone to know they’re, like, COOL.What a drag. 

The only bigger drag, really, is that that “quick, painless victory” from back In *91 Is 
somehow, still being fought. The US has now been at war — actively bombing — Iraq for my 
entire adult life. But, Hey! Nothing personal, right? 
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Previous to the Gulf War, the bike scene was politicized, but it was all 
exercising the right to have fun and be addicted to adrenaline. Then with the advent 
of a hugely unpopular, thinly-veiled oil war, bike riding took on a new urgency and 
relevance. There were always environmental bikeys, but we drunken bikers didn't hang 
out with them, really, and vice versa. Now we all had something in common. 

During the war, the bicycle became the symbol of constructive protest. It was 
the opposite of a car. Cars, and the attendant oil-based economy, were the enemy of 
the people, and everyone finally admitted it. Protest rides swelled to mammoth 
numbers, and were a graceful, beautiful, leaderless current of riders, a quiet 
orchestra of free wheels spinning inevitably towards the Bay bridge, or some other 
vulnerable major artery, enormously successful at halting traffic, causing untold 
chaos, and almost always avoiding injury by the fuzz. 

Like after the earthquake, though, there was a weird sense of, like, power- 
outage. This was because the riots and protests that we saw and caused each day were 
100% blacked out of the broadcast news. My understanding was that during the Vietnam 
war, the news media were VERY interested in reporting protest and war footage, even if 
only to boost ratings. But conversely, in the IRAQ War, even the most sensational 
flagbuming and street-lying-in and property destruction and fuzz-baiting failed to 
make it into the public information pool. The news just wasn't showing it. 

This began as curious, but grew more and more eerie and distressing. It soon 
became apparent that the consolidation of the TV networks and defense industry was 
more of a force than sensationalism. That's what was really creepy. ALL THOSE PARANOID 
LEFTIES WERE RIGHT! It made you feel like the whole city could be reduced to ashes and 
the news would still be showing cockpit images of smart bombs via infrared, and 
flashing the president's approval rating... 

Which in a way, is what happened. One of the fun things that people did were 
starting fires in the middle of Market Street, in front of the Chevron building like 
EVERY NIGHT. I don't know where the rest of the populace was at that time. . .But'no one 
seemed to want to drive on Market, or stop us. I'm not a big fan of hippie drumming, 
and in a weird way the appearance of a large fire in a crowd seems to signal the onset 
of some shirtless individuals with drums between their knees, so that would be my cue 
to leave. 1 


During the nights, there were so many simultaneous protests that you could ride 
around downtown from one to the other, torchlit decentralized outbreaks of anger and 
indignation in the streets. From Folsom and First, or so, you could see the masses up 
on the Transbay Terminal overpass thing, in mano a mano combat with the overwhelmed 
riot police. There were a number of us below, stopped on our bikes with our cardboard 
signs, watching in wonder. It was really neat to see. 

There must have just been HUGE numbers of us, though, because for most of it, 
the police just did nothing. They certainly did nothing effective. I remember being 
chased down U.N. Plaza by some fuzz, after defacing a federal building, but his 
pursuit was half hearted, and not really a threat. 

After a day of holding signs and a night of breaking windows, we would head 
back to the Mission to regroup. Someone would turn on a TV, and once again we would be 
enraged by the boosterism. Even our own lame KQED got in on the censorship, by 
refusing to air any dissenting opinions. 


So, in one of the coolest events of the resistance process, somebody put 
together a show where they projected video footage of protests from all over the 
country, on the side of the KQED building on York St.! (the flyer said something like 
"see the real news on KQED!") There wasn't a sound system, but I think the organizer ' 
was narrating and commentating on a bullhorn. It was at night, and a huge crowd was 
there, and the KQED supposed-liberals were hunkered in their studios, sucking up to 
their corporate sponsors through the whole event (and the whole war, frankly). It was 
neat to see that people in all these other towns were as outraged as we were; I mean 
aside from that it was fun to have a movie party in the street in the Mission, it was 
really great to see the footage, and see people in Madison, Wisconsin and Butler, 
Pennsylvania, running onto basketball courts during games and laying down on the 
floorboards with protest signs (and more stuff that didn't make it to the major 
network news). Well, fuck KQED, we saw it ourselves* 







X * 

*\V 


X 

% 


*4 


% • • 

*•*.* », 

» 

» \ 


prioritized^mg^ion™ a^uracTd fusT l0n , g , ag °' because I've always 
seems, because certain details seems really viSS what rea Hy happened, it 

completely fictitious. That said I remember no' ^ me ' detalls which may be 
a beautiful sunny day, by myself. There were a few h° h n °° ntlme bike ride/protest on 
usual, during massive protest rides the bike-, f W hundred People there already. As 
an th. 1»„, « 30 e „ ie ^ S 0 ' k b ^. r,5pl “' d «“ =«» spread onl o£r 
This was before Critical Mass St-'o 

usually ride together, and many cyclists werTs^rt^f^ ^ Mke riders didn't 

with appraisal, or even suspicion. There was no who • yeing the others around them 

was S h ^ blci P ation ' a monolithic mob. PluS Sdasd' r° bell " rin ging. It was a 
was hardly even drunk. There was a little chantina of d ^ ytlme ' downtown, so no one 
a half-assed police motorcycle escort The antl ' war slogans, and there was 

ST£ y a SS ° n SeCOnd StrLt - ^noS/^^nS at a S ng f ea f ° n mrket ' - d 

believe that we would go there. f th y could n't bring themselves to 

a °^ry oops ^ere Standing°alonr°at d Oie head^of \ £*• ^ ° f the ra *P< where two 

^“ date what must have been 300 or 400 bikes by thaler t0 l0 ° k blg enough to 
econds, some biker said, "Fuck it, l' m aoina'" Th h C t ?' Ine '’‘ After maybe twenty 

fuzz had to step aside. We merged onto the bridae ^ ^ 311 surged forward and the two 
we pretty much used the west end of the bridge to' bind “P* 01 ^ 01 ® co P s showed up, and 
Once on the bridge, the actual dd ; Ck a11 the traffic. 

IRAYA" ° Ver thS WH ° LE R0W of C °P motorcycled Sieving T" 1 ^ 1 (exce Pt when Iraya 
IRAYA campaign) . The exciting thing was that w/, 9 lnstant arres t and a "FREE 

sneak attack, we were where we were not allowed successful , we effected the < 

spontaneous, energetic, dangerous and nn Was a rare view. It was * 

everything the Critical Mass is not " e doWn by bur eaucracy. it was 

“* ««~t of th. IPAQ War, th. 

it was a fleeting moment. The first 49-^le ’ 1 mean ' in retrospect 
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messengers were like the peaceable kingdom 5 (that drUnk PUnk bikers and 
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progress. There are enough bikers “at^olTh^ 03 “ general - 1 ^ess that means 
cliques, and they have plenty of eventsdodro ^ T back to their separate 
intermingle. Maybe I don't even want tn V S ° they don 't need to really 
a cool thing while it lasted ' ^ to tell you the truth But it was 
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In an old hotel,downtown. Off a small alley. It was a neighborhood where 
if the cops came, no one ever saw anything. There were surveilance cameras * 
everywhere. Some days, men on every corner would be talking to* themselves, 
as if there was a radio station that only they got. 

Rainy mornings.,Lost under umbrellas, collecting cans. I walked in crowds 
betweem tall buildings. Everyday streets, walked, deeper and deeper into a maze 
There were dead ends. Secret places. Hotel hallways and darkened bars. From my 
window, I could see a dumpster where a different man shot up every morning. 

I did street outreach, passing out flyers about our services, to men in 
doorways. There were black guys with trash bags on their feet, men selling 
trash they'd found. Often, I'd see our clients in line at a corner store, or 
waiting to be buzzed in at a hotel, and I'd avoid eye contact, if they were 
with, a noni-client* I knew their biggest secret. 

Secrets. Past lives. Hiding places. When we had sex, I'd remember the hum 
of old elevators coming to life* All I remembered was the murmur of pigeons in 
the airshaft between buildings, where the sun would never shine. 

A man with a white mask over his mouth would empty trash into the dumpste 
across the alley every morning. Cops walked the streets with white, latex 
gloves on. I passed out. condoms and lube to HIV positive clients, only. 

dhthe 5th floor of the new Main Library, I found a book that, said my hote 
\ wash 62 years old* There were crowded days and old newspapers. Steaming coffee, 
waiting. She would stand in the alley and yell my name. Like a neon: sign ia 
a bar-. 

had owned. It lasted too long. Joseph Loya, apparently, died on: Jones Street, 
b\it his stuff made it 2 blocks further up Turk. All of the letters were 
addressed to him. He hadn't been to the Russian Orthodox church in; the Avenues 
since 1981. Someone named Buddy had sent him a postcard of the St. Louis arch 
im 1980 to his room at the YMCA in Houston. Someone was trying to sell it. 


m 



There was a mysterious smoke stack that I could see from my window, maybe 
2 blocks from my placB, and sometimes it gave off a steamy emission. I had: 
always felt oddly drawn to lilt, and one day, I set out to once and for all, 
find its exact location* When I found it, in the center of a block, the fence 
in front of itwwas lined with men, smtoking crack. 

In my ropm, there was an ornamental strip of wood that ran around the 
perimeter of the room, about a foot and a half from the ceiling. After I'd liv 
there for about 6 months, I noticed a small orange dot out of the corner of 
my eye, just at the edge of this wood*. I climbed up on a chair to see what it 
Was. It was a clean, unused syringe with an orange sfifety tip. The last 
occupant, or the occupant before had hidden it up there* Holding it,, I felt 


s 


time seemed to blur. This could be any of the hotel's 62 years. Dead ends and 
hiding places. Secrets and past lives. I put it back up there for the next 

guy to find when I moved out* ___ » n » _ 

Our office wasa converted storefront. The place was old, from befor* 
the world had ever heard of AIDS, or e ven the CIA. We had everyone's name on 

a list. 1 knew qrost of our clients by sight, but if I didn't know them, I'd 
have to look them, up on the list. Everyone on the list had an incurable disease. 
But, day in and day out, they were surprisingly upbeat people. They only got. 
upset if I had to get out the list. The very sight of itt would enrage them. A 
6 foot tall guy with a red wig on and a very ill fitting skirt would come im 
who I had never seen before, and I'd say, ''Name please..." She'd say "Ginger-". 
I'd pause. They could tell the list was coming. They'd start, to quake with rage. 
i"I come here every day!." they'd yell. But, finally, if they wanted their food 
bag, they would settle down and whisper, "Michael Ellis*" The disease didn't 
seem to bother them, in a way, as much, as their real names*.. 
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I1; seems we never get to control our real names in the library. We never 
5 oe list* The secret history might be in the old library, across the 

f A n6W °* e * wiliGil a P en t much of the last few years surrounded bv 

we ® d ® and unmowed grass* I imagined the old history stacks covered in mSldi 

?Sr=?ood SEiJE fen " el pl “ tS ' ThSre waa a seore? history ln"lc.i"»Sore' 

4 •ometimes, blackout drunk, she and I would have sex andake would trv to mi- 
a condom* I'd think of elevator shafts and alleys, of hallways P 
iand .aud feel myseif falling.. And not wanting to catch myself. 

'place^eeTto^BE th ® ° ld * torefron t » a tranny sighedB, ''I wonder wW* 


'I wonder what: this 
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unassaiiaoie looking wane, looked, like it was built just to keep imformatiomi 
from the streets out of it* I couldn't find anything. It seemed like they onl -1 
had computers now, and no books. 

Later, I read an article about the library that said they HAL thrown out 
tons of books. They had put them in aaftorage..* iin a tunnel under- Civic Center, 


January turned to February. It was still raining. A girl at work told meV, / 
about people who lived in tunnels under the Tenderloin and downtown. She 
aaid she'd found tunnel entrances in the basement of her old squat, and that 
her and her friends had gone in them and exploited a little, but, basically, it 
was just too damn scary* «* 

I became sort-of obsessed with finding the tunnels. I started by looking, 
for entrances in the crater lots where buildings had been knocked down, downto 
There was one behind my hotel, full of weeds and broken TV's* With most <a£ 
them, from the sidewalk, you, just saw a fence, but if you snuck in, there'd 
he a huge field, walls covered with graffiti , and, sometimes, whole _ 
communities of people living just under the sidewalk. But there were no tunnel ' 
An oldtimer in Chinatown told me, "Of course I know about the tunnels. #T ’ 
People go im '* em down on Comm era® Street, around the corneir." Commerce turned!' 
out to be a one—block dead end: on the otheir side of North Beach. Did he maybe • 
mean •» Commercial" which WAS right around the corner? 7. 

I checked every manhole cover on Commercial, but there was nothing. it. 

I walked through a tent d±ty in Civic Center ho go check on finding some - 
kind of old tunnel map in the new library. But, the new library with its huge- 


Lately, I've had my own secret. I've been hiding stuff in the library. 

I started by putting stuff' in the clipping files. I'd write stuff and just put 
it in* I put all my magazines in them, in the corresponding files. Then,- 
I started making my own files. I took pictures of old bar signs in the Tender— 
I loin and made a "Signs" file of my own and put it in. I started working On a 
\punk flyer file. I go back and check and its all still there. 

I've also made name tags for shelves]^ so I could put my magazines up in 

* the periodical section and make it look like the library ordered it. I mean, 
v sflre, they're already in the Special Collections, but whoever can find out 

* when that room is even open? Now, I prefer just to get it right up oh the 
, shelf. Maybe I just still feel bad about stealing a couple books from.the 

-library when I was 15..* But, piece by piece, I'm building a secret history 


collection* 







3.-T P, «r ~J?\£ 


%T A 5 /CC-y <?&• 


- JS/o/^ aiA V 6 E, 

3 S/frOpyfA^ no. CAST /£/}£, x wAs 
| nfcii JMzA CoS JfETE wtfct 5 <-4 tja-o y 

1 s^/vt.v'tWt A CT,V £ A'C-(frttt<>A^ (l6 o ^-r^Ct/vT p 

* Cfitt-feJ w»th the of /} AAnan^suy <0 






T 


whicE ^ u^as voWciA't- CA/r/l<ci/v(r "THE Photos ft/z -th<$ flp 0 y^ CT 

H OufOA/ H'^(fe^4 T/ A^£A(L Ttf'S 6rSy Ji'A /Xy£rr 

A SH'^c^ A co^PCE AJl&H-TS SEFOfZZ Ot^ e \jp /\<^0 ASfcED l/K^r 
vj P TO. ^ WO "fECC/Mr tffs*) ABo^T fft>\*/ x. Lh’As C*'*\F / L/*~Cr C£s*£^t ErrcAf ^ 
BW>M£ £- THo vCtff TH£.y w£££ ScJLT- 0 F Coo L /<?/ciP w/ 

UJH5 oJeje£- rzf£5£ ^xo/^ 4A.y l ^^ / ^H-y p/p they crto^Cro w2, n £ 
UJ^-r THEY iyW tE, YK-Ey P*^U> HW£ ^\YTCr\J X 

TtUxf/^b- v/h-^v x ST8W T3 TPiKF fi fiCT^XS OF Ov£, oFTH^) A ^ 

"SPZZb £A COZ" TACrS ir* THE f^>€A/T //* THE n >°~ 

A &vr -n+AT ^T" I D.Oz-'T^T I HA6 

»w€U-, ■• K£ ‘JAM?, "SPEED HM££ * ***» T^L i_ 

^A«^r, THE W»$ tH,S ?«S. ^hxti c /CLT ,f ThItLeTT^ 

. fl*Y ^ $cfcr-0F P^K.i Jv4 TH.S **S THE C** 

WAS $«R.T-oF H-£ao|^&- IA T 6 tH^r A-' &-°S £ J A SvZkiE • H-fc JW r 

Siaj^ o.D.'DTt was R£4u-V H£/wy. a£ '~aj<"''t * e / 


ao. 


Vi 

’4'* 


■ 

* 

i 

I 


vj£*y SAP... ^ _* ^*H*m . * 

' 'TH/H' ^A3 "SPEED J24C£J^V °f-'t^SBXH^r£A* 

uq^jE mES£46££>, S>a*0 ajAs*£S, fbi-ir\(Ac $ COMA'S, R.l.P.'S fei^S 

AnD u fv4j5c y^vjl “ -£ r^^f) jvjr B\)£jAfTH(^(r (^ THE C£ME^'T / A 

£c>&T-ef Subtle, tyv^-i^ bA v-wt H^t^y 0 P TH^ Srt&zn /aj 

PLX aj^N Do^s Aa/J) p(6~eoA-S Eo£^ AR-oo^o At tK£ £i(fht e to 

UMC Ai/^c tv OUB &C 

/APr^/2. A Coupes. /vioatH^ 0 PT^^f fhbrOS. X SecAwCogSESSiV vytTH 
*TZ> WAD Ea;££v/ dTCHf/O^ i PAS$£&, X'J) S££ ONE. Oh Av VWf'tAU 
AAMa^ Ltlce'»At.\ 20 ^A O/^ ^o^erHiA^ OATtD f^vvi rtllj 6/v HftlfcH-r *T£F£ 

AM^ why ou£. J*£ CA/\a£ -to -the crry, r^; H-£ J^Sr -to* Mr£ FbJ^r 

6o'S ^ Z'DLcok 10 5£t THXP-E v^r /f CtruflXHA*^, 

5cja^£ fve^£ /^e^r B>C£vF£ H£ HFAPCX) 0 hF 

v * •* • % 

.B^XXCosjU) &£ teAtlA/ 

THE f°ilO Tfi-ML Of Ca$ ffBTf 
5 £vj£>> CAtv^o /(W~rH-<; fPo^] THE. />?r STIOy^ aL r 
Uf IV ^e(6^tt^^/^4oc ) 0 AM) ^T^At/vr ?0L(fKC \yHo D^/O^/cy 

H AKj^^ CP A ASncd^SL'i .ZACtST JlAQH Co ? AsO TH£ u/jv/ A £) 

„. .... 'APXPER- \ru 4 1 %^ AUT£&CAr]<JsJ t -f AJZFJLST A M> 5^r£c^Evr 

BJl6v(rHT Au>T cF 4-rreAA/O^ TO T^t€ fc^e/try.LACK oh fEA^'C^S, Aw p^ C(r 

lli>/rfiiL(Ty £7 T "N£ au^SiOs* S MAjolxry Mt//^ PePy<-*r/0A'. D^i^lr jfc 

TfHAt A (SfSSSEoorS Op^^r/os-', AcSo /ua/v£D CoS S/E^ &*- Cf> &A24 STfirreo 
n^fFtvir f**£ CECAL SEA^'CEf FfL££$tLEAfcPrtST&OlM*S CflbH&tJL^oaD Cff/ZCH 

AM\ EmCF 4 A/£lG^&«fcJtocO v&JSfAfEl L CAcC£l> ‘MASTA YAl "0*AfflAT€.D CooTEl, 

a< ..w/e-oE HAO£voa6-H <3^ T^»5 ^Eatv^V/TKEV £yj£v> B&AajCHED flv r f/ J. 

Oyj/sjNiK^r A 1 £St&'>KA^T / iI tfo CACULd " A fit Sr A Y/T' /v£4£ Tff ' £ ‘Av^r fv> CTB ^ 
ts* Aoj Att£1*\PT T5 CHEAP AaLalS >W) T* foC'TtcAU y CFEA ^taae 

!. /v.£/v/ /Aj>*>(GJU/cr5 wHo \^C£k£D rH£Z£. 

^jcu,xr aiay hav£ j/sr fleeA' /+ mp to call a ve ( ^ 

wyyD t?frj $hrrJ '' B^X ^ofc ovE fEAJo^ OfC AaothEJ^.^ THE (^EStAvRa, 

S'l> ^L^ys read 'P&C vf xrr 4 ; ^£/Mr C^v;i - St*AuO '; X'zd 

GcyAorOi u*<&epa the /o£ff?fvAvrr HAO 6E£^ t uS(aA^ ocX> 

0 ( F&ToVlt SC CtfiMLLy TRACED ±T TO 2Jo 0 \lf\CfA>UAr ( T4E 5/WtfTo/^ TOfiAy 'j 

* ** ~ ■• \*4* - 

^.(^ur r 


o 


P/lvJCfAjE'S P(ZZ/1 nyur ^r to T«£ /to. rr _ 

f,T t Y ^'^' T 55 ^ 


r -r *':_ •• *’ /<)-y vr-'TJ 

E Zjc\Ji _ Pw7o . ,r r c-/, „ ^ ^ 4 * *. 


fT *" 

Lkl/vCr B'j the P4cT3/*V X Co^O /a/ THE ^CZaaC^st" ^' rC ^* D^C P/^ KjJ^KP 
VALENCIA ‘‘ffxe. EOS ^Et E." THtA£ XT „AS, J-«ST /Sf* * r 

ec B>4yr4 y4 tM ^£^7 PiPEe^vt /inSj/<j^ f/srFtcr ****'*& 

m-£ 1^70 At*o X/^ACrf^E Cofi'tr- H/)t/Z£0 tAr<^ k\t>S EuJ?Z LP f ^FC 

"fK£ M^Ey / *' ^alliES^, /q5 ^ctA/Ay;, the \F^<ite o«fs oaj ^^6 

OvAP SEX- the <f+;^r//v6w My££T 0^ HiSro^y, the l\ SaPPOi^tvh^t c^ A t ^ X 

w£!TTO\j Ia THE ^0aE^£Tj9 \yALhXX Ed CAhSCXSXLy TzP+y Zy mE y s ^ , JX ^C(h L £ 
Aiub H(P. fdlC CooD /vEAoj/E, Soo^Eo^e. HAP $c£A\sL£A a/EHT T0x:t nZ°~' 

✓ TT S*\f£/\Q y 

‘I 

> ■' 






THE blCkJ StxJa-C^A'G- A'O'r 7-Z 

f/c? hft ^ T " T£££ Aa. 0 A S3-^AjtS I? ?, e „ 
^AtTo'H/tjLV rtiB ZKSSLvCt %.f^ SU y 

x&Vrr)?J4“™£x,z?r 

kv?, 

5 %£t r Cft *». * 

PU-AtoBE ^HIUE. tK£y u/«X£ o^r'i^Hcl D if 
v TKfo^y a ~ B/9~0 PA^ES iS Ttmr /K^A^'V r " L 
™ 6 £-T -Txnooj- of UKZ FCi PP(£ ojtVlf^S. nr 
LV*<mV THXi* A<4^»\£Y //V z ^ x - 

raA-fSTOw^/VUPKfg -'Ov.co H/ 9 v£ 

C/ ,/ V'-r- WAA "TTN Rp-rur %aZ/) 


I AT ^ A,.SJ(0^ BAdk%^7 ^ *"* TH£ ^ Guej: 

- S £AfcCy tflj-royiy /i S CIA Aua/0 Co mv^oc E^/Ef av £a/t HoJ)' t' < -°'^ ii £>££< 

* -TK^ e^D of 4* mW TH/A'<j th£ OEo^isJe K& 

• vy «ev Coo'FFo~hSJ> w,TH wet AE/we^x- £t'CC, RESIDES "rdr c T 

H«( 6 ^r iV££r J-OJT- HvW Tns^tsr ercp^U abA/oa. Wfc£ "°- ■' " 

fror AlAyte /Vt>r foR- C^P. THE PEIEHioZpn/\o UA< .,., 

, M^!4, ^£G£~rcy j: 5/Ho AlJWOSr /? ^HoCE SlO£j^LAnf C ? £ ^^ L ' y Cf **^A£0 m 

l pA6 £ 4od SKMpE*/x co^LO/.'-r mit to wn?„l W L rC£Al£ ^-*r ‘ 

B i/f THE EE ~W^C TH^G— Clbc£ &b*ss~C£j2sry pc r -.ma ^*-^£ 7 X.U/. r 

. &VA^>'Mr THE CEA1&OT/ F^fc rmfT / (V£ ^ ' 

£o X M5~r A>v"~ ro TH£ PA^hafdlf r^,r < r ,/ th?J c* 

] £*/a^G-H, Ca -4 Ca^pcE /Vav^TEC TH&y ^EZ£ Grp^F A 10 V ^ 

MoafC, BEVT CAEE, P£oa^ /c£y h^aaO,,/)^) 5rj^irrO watr/Z? J* cM ^P the 
1 c«/v£ wfrEX- X H~£AJ2^> A UolOE P^tJAi Ag<5^£ X£^C ''/EFg 1 V. X f+«CF^, 

1L- fc£Pr {jjA'-Ua^ ■ ' ■r°' J - c^r Tro^t 

" hFE-y '-EAot th-i4t Aus^l! w£ J'v/ir j T / " 

i X ZUJtfCcJ) TB£M_ So<w a Cov^CE op C^SV^CT/,^ ^o/t/cQ?f 

' j^A^AZ/A'^- 6 vT of TH£ Fro^ZE M~ ME. iMf'rU- /f \^ECl p/ZEJs^A ^ 

ffja. /^<7f£^Ty “tv'E tt>co yx,yy ro jra/* 




ff a TH ' ^ W*IT/~6r Om^ALCV 
A; Mur 0 ^ a Z^wero £.Kvi ya lT 
^ 0\i) Ar THt $E^^o ei) c^v 
CAf^ /^ (.P. of- O^Lfc. 2.0 0 
Pho^cj of c£a\£-t etcw^^r/A 
THt Crrvf.THE. SHOW WA$ 

° A ' -rt i/flO 


H£ W4/-TS XT C(_E4^! • yEL,l£_£> TH£ 0Tff£e, |A-6/c4n^ 7A£ aw-^ee 
i ^4^0. i ”ooHrtr A^a^r the t fiAoivo^ 0 p ce^e^t arcH,'^ 

U't t A-7" A^a^T xl-ffi- A*ysr££y op LttO'C' Lo^t XA'ir/jcS, the PoETps.t'i^HA. 

ftJLEOE?^^^ ° P {> ^ rL£ '"* ,r(Ay(r *5° S.O pcvs fo A^C s 

cp. f T ^ b J ,U, 7 kLY - Tf4€y '^ 6c ^ r rr, tmx <wea 

^ r / a:r O^a/," x ^Uz^Q^j> AM) Left A-m) TH€y to 

^A?oc>TKW&- 0\)£A /*y l jJR.IT/Mr 

x T^dv/^r THIS TKE e>v0 OP XT >4 Fo^PfF M, r x. 

TKE P^az^a^CE iq 6o/> c<4£ ^ ^ /^£ TKP CoP YFU^ >f Aul 

yew! vhhat fAcACTH^f ?«7 ftrVy iTp*.?* •* ^ 6 ^' 

^/t(tS ft I teCon 0A/ »£!***-6**~~ F*A 

whEa, Mt (2E4wzE6V«A-r* xr A £.<ttCe E^Bajo 

P^'-T Po XT Atot^io A^c LET^c^ft^ 3-4T SArt, •' ^EL<- f vu 

B>v>t 3^ Do XT AMr/^y T A/f t 

juex^G-A^y SfAif gy aery hvjm: ^ ;r bEce^gE^ 

Coo'pet&ca 1/v Cf^cc c£^ee <CA ^ f. t <l/ '^ 6 ' a ‘paes. 

i\PEfiZ£^-rL'i / Tf 1^45 A DEJUCAtiL.^ rcLcX*^' /Hj ^‘ s S P&CP Sta&et 
firtA'StAiAs t«£ 1/0 the aje^l-h "nff^ciT 1 TK£ a(r ^ c ^ ( r of the 
ptA-yo^o/lTH Mae BACfc ya A\E, Jzf^l ' J f P W|<: C&^rEE 

CP&XaI*^- Wfo/oG- ^-*7 TO /) CE£w aEAa£w$ 

X ^Art.H£P FoK a A,y~Tf /4 a^ r/<£X j: RZAazJta rhA-r tkc A ~ 

SHE^ACJc t~ r*-°~r- OP Crry Hau. F*& /To. ce^eTr /-r 

|££ Y ,/o fV)^ ClFEcrCy rw£ FlAyoJl. A^t> PEoSASu. O^' C4^T °) 

,i+((? l+£ Vfiri^b ABo^T hhJuo K£L w p A 

tJ£r-r* F^c. X AooCOa'T AEJ-;t. t u^orfi, 

P-5. THU ^rti«ir 1 ; D££(£Areo to TH£Ay fr£ ^ /0 ^ f 
By fT4A'(’ t ' tt£ - A< oST tyzHt^FS X ttfo£_ J£Xaz ^y /?~y 0yv£ iT^a/V/ 0 V(t , . 

THE. IaHclE Ci-fy. H€'; Plosrcy sJP fA A o/LTH B£ac14 A^O CPTaa rZzJ * 
X‘o£ SPott£» H| S ■' . 

^aoFW aP A^AfJcEx, £*/£o 

| -ffOy/ pifl HE £>0 JT£. 

‘ etPHr Tt^£^ i-'Ai H£ A 


y^cAki Ja* rKFL 'TXu^PZJILoia; f HfCL TP (r 

.- ^ ^ o $~-r£££r 'rAC^ ' 

/wW 7 . MJ W-^- J"<Tt (A'THE AGtfT 

^au<\a^ o£ So/^ZTttt^L ? 

B£JLs^ K irn -Mi- tW^ai iPp S v^H-o c 

X'CL- &Vv^Ays 












$.f. nooo 

Fo£.(s&T THE H°I-*1/CE £*£>£, - - . 

■ 2-1 -TOI£.£T /? 10 C// 

CO^e To<~ '-'S T9 Ai0£ T O A AO PAMS. (!g£< j^£toe o / = * 

o F- the jc/)£c/ko( Sf^c-£ ~t-osC arrs’ /// ^ 



J C PeCoM^ 


\JCDeC< 


'aux 




A/H£a/; ^ ^ 

Saturday /Iwit 1 st 

Will •frLeTRoL^ MIV. 

» • . r -._.JB ' • - 


V.* 


• TO'LfcT AT . - 

6 tHi" <? J4«w^v at- th £. . . « - • * ~ f - - 

^^• E -' "^>>\P41aaE. F^^ERAt H*A>£• CH“AC^yWA/^AA- ^'T«»S IJ THE M6/?C D£B€»'&B4 t£^ 

_> >•% TV A k. i ^ **** m » /!>•>< A*i£SS AthCEtic Ac ttA*At i *t to # 

|.WOfy»] 4*TH£. FAi^ED VA-/h«c.E *CCa‘C I 
. - . /RiDt, $i*c£ AFTt(t-n*t Tcictr 

^ o* T*P «F- TV** reAtcJ, THE •, 
JLtST A« ACC uee 7. 4C*£fcf • 
feAcH OTHtg., t> 1 D\ 0 a'T,* 
iCMw ^HAt T* etfEcT, #-r ,* 

't*C^ ffcofcE cam£ w»tw 

tXTM - Ll*(r FoAfctP glKfc* f 

A*P 8hci^ THAT g££ATHtD 

E-vfc-E,** t ^tv it vaAS ejf.i 
w£ &*t«FF to A G©&0 $tajct, • 
t>Al* fClA-fr A*J> A'PJHlA/t- Me^AP , 
I*SiA 6.TH£ *t*<crr A T 5TA^YA^ 

, At» 0 vAUtf Jo/*£o*£ EAovHfT 
A fr*| gRA^f T*n ... J- T vjs j 
CC£AA,VUT, AaP WAtf# , 
. t*fc -nF «F tl 

.P-EjTtP tX^AA l**&, v ' £ L 

,»wA iTti> -w 5«£vf ™ £ . T f. . * 

/ PtCAvV A£fAE56vTAT"'E6.vUy 

. Ki 7Wk &Uk£F *t* , £ tr ‘T 7 

^COvtP^'T, A^PTHci WAJ Tn* 

C# <4w-V- I 4 TWLt oF A l-$OAAC£Pv<- i 

- - ., V 5i * r * TMa/O it. t>C£_ fcsf £F^, Aj 

/■» SSJTJLVv*^ 4- ^ttw THAT (m $ TlV\£5 6A. Trt€ 

fT*\Vr't i <,.c evt o/-tv c/kfc 7 *vt oF 





L ZT'JL.y V 0 ^ 


s 




_| CHuX(X'/M7^£ S 

P'jwKSl Co/^E AA/C, ... , . , /. 

f<&rr DB.'JF'K AS th£EA’ fi 

’ < ?r -rfci^ls+A a/a/ca i- '^C_ PA«ry'" 


(UpE, C'' 1 *- • /U ' , » <•»►£ 7 •*«'' oF 
ACT«>Att'f w«Ak j 

• r -jHt OAti TWAT v/£At gEtAAv , 



— - ■ J ^ IMr ~ S ‘ r vrT" V' c^hj v^ 7% ${£*Si6£ * 

| TK£ p k/A^5 / U»/C6 AOt^T T C^V/w T /W h/^/v/r O/^O^T / 

, ^ Ju) -to J^JT ^'P£ TH£ '££ |/ !<: ,' !r fc ' 4 ' u P /| A'Xi BHlAs(r- 

* <Ho W c/p AT -TAV& ^ £ £c<JE£I f 

f _ yi\/ ILova/a' a-oQ i# 

^MvJ^<kt\AV V r ^/VUO A 



-%• w£ J-JT J*£T-oF P/tAA,fcA.g^ 
•s>R«k*£/. £A^i(££. gEofcfe ovTo^. 
4 n4 StM 45 ►'•♦•U 3- A^ntp A ‘ 
A*.P w £ C«iT PAcF »^/t i 
OtFJ AC 6**0 7* jrWl'J fH*T, 
AaP A «fc££ f/feC/AC...AT 
AavAa-6 tCvmA A aia£ 0*»Mr 
A FtA£ 5H»^ AT thE CA#c£ CAA 

St «/?•-«« «7 fSMr 

6^-e.TA His toWH. S^e $^6/ 

/- A^PCFTtCN H(A»x 

^ESr iU S'fce eaeath flw 

' A/^0 R'Pit.0- AT THE MIIaE. tV 

V*s PICA vS ,„ 

XA/THt Et'O,THERE «^£A£ aL 
Z\t« 1 c€.tS 1 If $>»A>» •<>»«» *.< * 

’ cova.tc-£< 5 E«£(CS D*A~ k y 
A^O OT.t>( of£. ptJ-rFift-H-T 
w\i H A awa\ OS* , 

that R£S w CTt0 i<v A S/*iA<Hk0 # 
JvJ wi« powl /^/*7 BaP.. ^HOTo 
»t A«oe FiVv^E g.f Hti< BtCAfiC. 

-f $AtS, "FiR^TA/^VAt- V ." 


1 


4 . 
































































fs 



sr 'Lfm . 

1 EL -L us i' K 


I HPHIIII |> i ... I I — IPU tiW ■iwiii IXHIW 

nalp. once c\ Week in /v ' 5Ql§ ^e 


°m u ? e K 

IVp „ ‘-On ‘ Sm,, . 

•S/'e , . Xv 


t. 


GlVg 


W An 

F Oft 



> e 

»o*-£ 


The. cafe started smalt •. once a week in cv 
£. V£i storefront Wkefe some punk 5 llved^acjuple menu 
0 P+» 0 ^, * few rickety card “tables ; a domf>sTerzc\ 
yjA{£!■£- (Ton and lefts o-P coffee. om6\ you'd haVe to waif 
an Poorto eat cause tAece wa.s only onz, liffle. s-fj/cta 

i Co °^ V-Kuiy <w^- ^e prepped caujelhey were 
buna over (W overslept.... Bo+ ^e. wo , y x r ^ £rM _ ^ 

ber t +he besTwas after we moved in to-ft .£ warehouse ' 
5p^oe. "T^is place was so awaxinj jit wasn't perfect (in 
-Foot if was eventually the achl lies' heel that br 0 viiT us down) 
(secretly 6/n<ted by drva -# worts better -fir fheci/) -/t?*n 
non-pro-fit anarchist collectives X -Mink) but it was free ,'f 
WAS hu^e ; a«d it was ours !Not only Were we stf// acbfevinat^ e 
3 bluest *nd clearest^cals We'd W-fldhVM'ft* kldsactiVfi 
And tusy dowa sc mettiiij, afipUm besides sTealina beer (well ,ir\ 
adtitiondB , Abywo.y) ;Cr ,tatin 5 a cow™unity spAcc/^ettil?^ evervorve 
if\'d l 'ftjeTber ^nA serVin^ ckeap (food stamps or wasting disnes as 

aood as casual ways) fasTy vejan -/aod-we suddenly bad 
enouat room tt> do so muck more. (We opened an area as 
-ft-e. lending library vitkall tte materials wefelt everyone. 

should. ri£,adj-fu/ly tfartalo^ued ,and it spontaneously 
turned into aworbbop area ~tao, and we were abJetc 

Have- punk bands play (and some weird hippies too butt 
don't know whose Wt that was)... .^nd as many tfchJec r 
chairs as wb could aeTour bands on were twi/ Iver- .J kf 
everyone who cajn^rouyh town 

out of bed *nd in +0 walk, dishes <W eat pj* t/ 
seemed. Ban^s would c^me in the morhfnq 
jiieirsbow/and erd op brin^in^^eauipme^t rnTSm 
the van -ft p/*y * n <* pass ti,e hat £rg*s every 

\ was bi 69 er and^ore'poTfco^ ^^ l,fcrxr / 
dinners andftnd „ + , ^ , >^ hc * we expounded tD 

word spread turther' 

" ^V+ti^K!! JH +U«.^nS e 3l?4pW. 

— - ^ u' ^ done enough-fihe Hanover 

was a br i dye -fto m that 5 low, hope less Winter 
_' tt> a. br^hter^ more promising year. 


S P3 


^ 0 / 

ce 


ea 




'°° Pn, 

n °n-^ 

. Pt Q; 


: a) 


iv 




re Co, 




i OO 

-" c c ove rC 

;c,cU^' d to ' sC 't r a'-’V 


s o^ aK 




- s *n d , 



„.oO$ 

vfor', jSr^ d a sid< 

'in a dlU ; ^„ v oast 


'bro^ n 

\at>d c 


rice 


< PAN CAKES 

: t With ma Pie sv 

toast 


d 00$ * 

ru P soy sa 
- — -_ an d coffee 


nsKip; 


Jit’s » - ■ 
jt°as l -- 


c °c\jpKl2-^ ° 
S SU stupid w 
aod coU' 


SUp r 


■i 7 .e 


’<W 




00 $ 






ITHE l«P pY shU ak« n.ashroo 

,mis° soup W . preen onions t« fu 

' tiori seaweed gree 


fjC'OKFi: K(l»onoml 
IT FA - 125C 
IO. .1. 50c 




n d brown_ricr 




- 


L! o £ 

■— !,n ‘L'orr,:!: 


11(1 


'•ggies*. 





sovmilk and sugar are "-"lab 
at the coffee sianoi u -ga, uu‘ r 

ketchup salsa jam and 

• .. .1^0 :ivnilabU_'__ ___ 







4 a A/oixeio ^ 1 .— 5 wk./:• vivv.'.y; 

5j-^ •-. ^ ^Jk ^ ^ 'to*Jc*fiX<2 ** y dv ^* L f * f<***,«. 

#* C^^HA^o WT <?A 

-rue s- r pjee.- r <- /// 


TH£££ 'i 

THg. 



^ovio-i-r ao » _ . c 

- / / £ w T v^c. s- $ 

S-rfcre TS / ^ K< ^ ' Bel T ' 1 ' ee S * 

ot v/uAT^i^Xt '***-•’*■ w«v« 

"° v Tff/^k: y flw , ^<£^£5 - 




7a, T 


pP 

r w ak r 




dr:*k: 


" *'-- * (~ > ^ ** 

//.*, vAt'ftte. a*fc Ia/ f&y* ofOjtOvfKtx &&wo we. W r n£ / l ^ jP j 

^-i FftDA^ m.)L «rr»- 1 

i-“ ££~M£ e r ^ 7 HEz. k z , 

2 Vfc? ^ ir- 

e -*~ F .~» P _ k5 1A , <>**-<. jt 

WE Alwi^ WS6 J) _,- 0 i**. , _ P" OP C<!COa 'wt (SJ^o^E 

A^Ji s-n&Ac ger^ -rwfiTJ ° /’W ^wi c pb/e ^ 

<-‘^5 A-O >VLCEV;J / /}fc r/> ^y Art*, r -4^* ey/^ Cv 

**<> A- D1^4C /V/Wr^T v Ts ^«e w^j ^o^vvE OCZ) ^ ^ A**w 

”oV^£ m" t \'* £ ^ e,,t 

^ t, < t '*-• y£^/t$ too o^-rE ° A ' "^he K^cfc t=. r /_ 

^ ^ aw5.c ^ ^ ^ 

* i 


• . 



Y£A/«.$ "TOo Ovt>e >, 
op /'-WJI C y®- c.*Jt _ 0 

-c p^/vfc.5'*^ /vtAV&E T-t-c ’ »' 7 « *'"' 

^>5^c£ _Xs sr* A^^;i He “ ,. 

V°^A-5tc_R A f P ~"''K v c<^>£ KAA-t ft vr ^ r#4A c **yt^6- “ T E 'ro^k^' ~ Zr 
*w-t w^ppe^eo. ±~'~*^ErS ''A*-C ;t£ Co 

^ ■ 7_H£ ^-r- , #t6w _ 

,uT ' De ^'' r£ TW£ ^£-d^h^ T&imjL 9 *** *'*s'aZ2%Z 

a/^ jr To* At v, f i+t £ 


■S’4>£j£ 


Av^M IL E -re. KS*t-l *-£ that WE wfJtE -- _i 7 

pact, bce^ •• T **- ^^'aZo „ At> 

■A\«^^T€S. 0~ ce THE. Co^p^ S( . CtEa*t » £ ^^£t/a -R»>e ^4 Co^ ' 

vs W Wo *4^D CKose^ TO -THtii l^« 7 £ 0 r: 

[4 ^T-O CuP^. A LC- AA.y (j(J) ^/1 (£a/jQ c <, -—- ——/f-A'^) A _ 

^Pft^r/VNtAAS, s o T U/AS /»^eE-T/^^- Tht/t M ^' D SiAye.x> t-tc/^£ ,^- tHj -' e) a X^ 

TAt,K~E£> Ai«-T 7M£ topj. TKty f. ' t '' C ‘ J T HE 7,^’^ S> > 

*=■»£> H/»£> e»££—' s^/^o /o-e^J jT 't«. i^«EA.> r 

•^ _r ^A S A />/t£rty ^ipf Alfrwr ., ^ i£a/C; /•*— /^Atri+ 

PCC.JT /4/^o 

^*t^o/> oA 

/H 

^O/vv THt . 

4 , A^/^U... TH '^ -- --- - y or—y <-^./^ »». -V" r 

rw m^a/ ^ i a- ( 2 .aa p u « p ^ ^/i a ^ T 

LAr£/t r v^mU 
>4-r- R-o+cH'S 


r. 


HA S 


^ W A D .. 

X»^ 5 -mSL 


ice /*v* i 6 - 44 -y . ev/-r n'^ 7 ^’^ V ^ 1 ■°^* C> ^ ^ S^A>n+ _ 
u/ft 'AC /p-€--r-ripw^ ^AKsJ^Et^ ^ H w e 0 

. 'T =c sr^.o . '£hCC£* % J<*' S^z>Z>e^ L V TWy -**</* 

6-oo/> AZ-o.E Vo— 6 -c-r 6 ^"' r ^ 0/t ^ 

P OP THE --- T^e ZTie** *+r+»~* * 

11 R e^ r ' " °'~ £ * — r f ^,0 «»/ f^r'.y 6 

i/^ *P we 

0^4/vklA/ 6 - TMUA/^v/^stf \f • r , “* A 

AP^T/^^T, ar D//v,oy TH ,^ H ^ .. ^ZCZ^ H ’Zy * y VtTL ktZL't 


I B £> 




















1 SMS\ 

A $ 0% 

|0P6^I/n/(t Cb|t ^ 
Xo/v/£ 6 -v/v/AMa/ iV 
yoKlC Ory..., aaad 

$QtV\£DW>,T'rH/A/K 

x'LL lAV-exy/'! 1 
6>t<W DAaAa 


A£o^£! ScAr* CoLsifrfi/xsX/bA^A 
(pb> Th£ L&Pt) /iCT^^ ££*44 .//v&- 

tH£ v/0<t«-6 ^»C Ha. IA/ A/.V.4. A»*ai£^TJ 
&£/«££ TH£ P-CEJi/J^aA TH£ iVfljtL£> 
ActvAUy i^nti tH£a\ |a- 
TO T ALk. T $A*/ TMi$ Pwotfl //v 
K«*&- AP-R*^V fc vT/ 7 - jJr 

^ 0 y»v fouowv J»HA' J£a^T XT Tfl 
SCA*v ^|A<T f 


The first version of this was scrawled on an inside-out barf bag, on an Air India flight back from speaking 
at a Tibet festival in Bombay. Unfortunatefy, ! left it on the plane. Settled back in my Brooklyn apartment. 
I’m not sure I’ll be able to recreate the feeling of the original, which was fiieled by a mix of no sleep, free 
airplane rum, and a jumble of images and contradictions from my five days in India. So, it might help if - 
you READ it when you’ve been up for two days and are just getting your caffeine-assisted third wind. 

As a fulltime organizer for a mass movement, I firmly believe in the effectiveness and necessity of building 
grassroots opposition to the combined efforts of corporate criminals and governments to consolidate then- 
power at the expense of people’s freedom - here and around the world. Along the same lines, I’ve always 
had a lot of respect for the Positive Force kids, and all th$ punks who had the energy and the commitment it 
takes to work within the system. You know what I mean, the people who collect petitions and lobby City 
Hall to keep their all ages DIY club from getting shut down, organize anti-fur rallies at the mall, or even 
run for local office. That’s great stuff, and it’s completely necessary, but that’s not what I want to talk 
about. I want to talk about what happens on those days when you’ve just had it, and you’re in no mood for 
talking. Given that punks tend more often to be antisocial outsiders, loners, and anarchists than patient 
reformers or grassroots organizers, this is about the lonq desperate acts, the rash attempts to make a point at 
all costs. -f 

I was reading a great book on MLK a while ago, and itjhad lots of great background on the strategizing, 
pl annin g and p ainstaking organizing that made the civil rights movement a force to be reckoned with. Day 
after day, year after year, King found the strength to overcome slander, death threats, betrayal, and 
exhaustion. Reading about all that he accomplished and^hat it took to get there, I was left both inspired to 
tiy to be more like him, and feeling like there was no lyay in hell I had the patience to put up with all he 
went through. The book also mentioned the story of a ; guy who history has pretty much forgotten, who 
decided he’d had enough one day. With little fanfare find no organizational support he made some signs in 
support of race mixing and set off to march to Birmingham by himself. It came as a surprise to no one, 
most likely himself included, when he was shot dead on the side of the road less than two days into his 
walk. It would be hard to argue that his life or death changed much of anything, but I still found myself 
identifying much more closely with him than the tireless, “eyes on the prize” visionary, Dr. King. 

Everybody’s got their own pet peeves, so lets take “da cops” as an example. Seems appropriate, at the 
moment, yet another unarmed minority youth was killed by the police in NYC last week, this time right in 
front of my office. Yesterday, cops tear-gassed and beat down demonstrators and reporters alike in my 
neighborhood, making an angry fimeral march even angrier. Eight million people in this city, and no one 
hates Giuliani enough to put a bullet in his head?!?!?,. r It’s enough to destroy a person’s faith in human 
jnature. , 

OK, so what do you DO? First thing: clearly state your objective. What is it you are trying to accomplish? 
It might seem a little goofy, but it can be pretty helpful. Once you’ve done that, it is a lot easier to evaluate 
different ideas and see what makes the most sense. A few possible objectives might be to raise awareness 
about racist or violent cops, to stop police brutality in your community, to get one particular cop fired or 
suspended, to galvanize neighborhood support, or simply to get even and make yourself feel better. 

Blowing up a police car, for example, might be good for getting even and making yourself feel better, but 
might not work so well if you are trying to galvanize support in the neighborhood - especially if someone 
gets hurt 

Who has the power to get you what you want? Will it take elected or appointed officials, mass public 
support, the media, or celebrities? How much access or influence do you have? Can you get to someone 
who DOES have access and influence? Most public figures respond to the media, and we can definitely get 
in the media. 

It’s always good to put a face to your target. Is it one cop in particular, white cops in non-white 
neighborhoods, or is it a more systemic problem? If that’s the case, you might want to go after the police 
chief, or maybe the mayor. Tone can be important, too. Personal attacks can embarrass someone into 
giving in, or they can cause them to get even more defensive, stubborn, and entrenched. Find out as much 
as you can about your target, and seek out their weaknesses. Do they go to church? Maybe they’d listen to 


an appeal from their priest. Do you know where they live? What would they do if there were flyers all 
over their neighborhood letting everyone know that they beat up homeless people last week? How about if 
they came home to find that their house had been pelted with dumpstered donuts? 


When possible, leave room to escalate the pressure if things don’t change. Starting out with a phone call or 
a letter to the editor gives you a lot more room to maneuver later than if you start out bumrushing the police 
station. 


Use your strengths. That could mean organizing a benefit concert to raise awareness and make some $ to 
support a local anti-police brutality or legal support organization, or it could be more about your 
willingness to risk arrest or blow off work to do what needs to be done. It might mean creating and 
duplicating art, like graffiti, comics, or banners. 

Whatever you do, the main thing is to avoid letting them win. They win if you give up, if you don t try, if 
you kill yourself, or if you don’t use your head at least a little bit Being strategic doesn t mean you don t 
get to throw bricks through their windshields, it just means that there are SOME times (and some windows) 
where it won’t make sense, and you’d be better off doing something else. Now put this down and go out 
and make something happen. 
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vIGGY: What is the MISSION BURRITO PROJECT? 

•HOAH: MBP is •a group of people who... 

BEAVER: ... Feed homeless people! 

N: Yeah, MBP feeds homeless people, or anybody who is hunqry. 

B: Its burritos... 

N: in the Mission... 

I: How many people usually make this up? 

N: half a dozen, maybe 20... 

B: its different every time. Sometimes, Noah does it by himself, sometimes 20 
people... Usually about 5 focused people... 

I: What gave you guys the idea to do this? 

N: We did a mobile kitchen at the Rainbow Gathering and fed folks... 

B: and Aaron Funk turned us on. He was one of the greatest dumpsterdivers that I 
ever met in my life... 

N: ... a roadside vegetation hedonist! 

B: I travelled with that guy. One of my first travelling experiences was being km 
knee deep in a dumpster full of candy with him. He's the one who started the mobi 
mobile kitchen known as the Granola Funk Express, that taught me andNoah so much 
about being on the road, and taking care of people... (editor's note: sure, this 
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N: With the mobile kitchen, we had the equipment, the pots, and pans... We just 

decided to travel and do it, to show up in new towns and feed-.. 

B: There's always one place in every town where kids hng out... We'd just show u| 
and find some punks or skaters or hippies and go, "Hey, where do kids hang out hen 
I: So, don't you think this is pretty unusual for the graffiti scene you quys are 

coming from? 

N: I don't know ANYTHING about graffiti. 

B: Yeah! What are you trying to SAY, Mr. SCAM PUNKS? 

N: Yeah, its unusual but we're not just from that scene... 

I: Well, the graffiti scene here seems really kind-of selfish, and just self- 
referential. . . 

B: Yeah, but along with that you also have your political writers... 

N: Well, its about doing what you can with what you have at that exact moment. I 
the situation is unacceptable and you can't express yourself, and your surrounding 
aren't controlled by you, you're going to take whatever you have, like a pen, or 
something to scratch with, and do it, RIGHT NOW... But we have this kitchen now, 
and we can cook food so, we're doing what we can with what we have... 

B: We realize that we can't give every person a full, 10-course meal, but if we 

cn give 100 people an ill-ass dope burrito, that's fine... You can't just go out t 

Market Street and do a block long, 20 color burner, and not get busted, so you do 
a tag. You take that one step in the right direction... I tell my graffiti friend 
that I'm just trying to take it to the next level. I used to write graff every 
night. I like ATE it and SLEPT it, it was my life. I'm alot happier now that its 
not. I get alot less fame now, and people sucking my dick, but I feel like I'm 
on my way now to doing good things and expressing myself, outside of a scene. 

N: I do graffiti because its a political action.. 

I: So what usually happens when MBP goes out? 

N: We usually take 2 coolers of burritos around the 'hood, usually around 16th and 

Mission BART station. We take out about 130 on a night, and they're usually gon 
gone in about 20 minutes! 

I: Do the cops ever fuck with you, like they used to fuck with FOOD NOT BOMBS? 

N. No, never... We go out late at night, and we don't seek any media attention, so 
nobody knows about us. 

mo mention that people are slinging crack and heroin and ass and rigs all 
around us, so cops airvt worried about burrifos. 

N: Plus, we got our own secret spot. 

B: Yeah, Burrito Alley... When we only got a couple left, or if we're having a 
rough night we go there. Burrito Alley's our happy place. We go there and every 


'i 


one's like, "Fuck Yeah! Its the burrito kids!" One time this maniac crackhead 
started trying to fight me--this is the only time we had trouble-- because he 
said he didn't think my hands we're clean enough to serve food! Like, the guy 
wants to get a crowd together to FIGHT me, and he's all spun, and other guys at 
the BART are telling him to chill... So, we just went to Burrito Alley to forget 
about it... 

(TANK enters the room) TANK: Hey are you guys going out , later? 

B: no. Hey(to tape recorder) That's TANK! 

N: Yeah, The King of The Tenderloin! 

B: Iggy here is the king of the Turd-Filled Donut... 

Tank: Oh, you do that? I met Ivy out there the other night... 



I: I though it vas funny that they left your huge TJUK piece on the 
at 101 Hyde, for like, a year, or whatever... Like the Tenderloin's 
that they won't even bother to clean the Post Office! 
lank: well, there's still an area of that Post office that's like ri 
covered ith old tags. I'i just gonna cover the whole thing. 

I: Shit, you could probably just go in there and tag the postal MORI 
lank: there's this little cove there that provides good cover. I v< 
like, a card board shack, like I'i hoielessand sleeping, and hide bi 
and when its chill 'Pss! Pss! 1 (sound of spraying]... 

8: Really? So, uh, what uas your ADDRESS again? 

I: OR, uh, lank... Can you go away for a linute? 

H: wait, now! That's the up and coiing king of SF! Crushing toys! 
Tank: you' recording this? 

B: yeah, this is an interview for SCAH PURRS, lan. You're going to 
So, wait, let ae ask you this: You're Iggy Seal, and then, what- 
SCAR, and then, we're all, like, The SCAR PURRS? 

I: Shut up,.. 

8: Ro, lan, I'i interviewing YOU! Like, USA told ae to check out th 
He said that shit is SICR! 
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I: So where do you get the food? 

N: We buy it from Rainbow, or other locally owned and worker owned stores. The 
ingredients are as locally produced as possible, and we use all organic food, 
except for the tortillas , which we buy mostly from corner stores. 

I: The food is donated? 

N: No. We buy it. We have shows in our Top Secret Warehouse to raise cash. We 
make hip hop tapes at home and sell 1 emm, too. We use the money to make burritos 
I: why buy the food? 

N:Because, well, we're not down with the capitalist system. BY taking charity, v 
e feel we'dbe justifying the system that put everyone in this position... By taki 
taking the spoils, we'd be taking something that's made BY keeping people down. 
It'd be hush money. We want something that supports itself, so we can say we're 
not part f the system, and that we don’t take anything from it. We want our own 
system where the people can have what they need. 

B- that's why we buy from worker owned stores. We use our own creative abilitie 
to make our system. It all pays for itself. We make the music that we love to 
support the food that inspires the music... We feel good about selling our music 
to support political action.I: How's the tape going? 

B: We sold almost all 250! .. , 

N: I heard a Black Panther quote that said, "You can't be a revolutionary, unles 
you qet up in the morning and serve food to the kids." We can talk about this 
all we want. We can go write it on the walls, and we can bug out all we want in 
our songs, but if we're not taking whatever concrete steps we can to do somethin! 
RIGHT NOW, we're just talking... 

I: But why Burritos? 

N: Its portable. No waste. Perfect for the Mission. People hungry on the streets 
late at night love a steaming hot burrito. 

B: and they don't have to stand there watching us wash dishes that some crackheac 
ate off just before them, either, like when we used to try to feed with stir-fry 
I:N: Yean, and its all set up, now! We've got the new rice recipe! We BAKE it, 

instead, now so it doesn't burn on the bottom! Its at 450 degrees... 

B: No, its 425, man! 

N: you sautee the vegetables, garlic, and onions, and then throw in the rice, dr} 
and brown it. The water's already preheated in another pan. Then you put the w 
water in and bake it. 


I: What's next for you guys? 

B: travelling... We're going on the oad this summer with the mobile kitchen. 
Build the empire, build the boat... Feed people, play music. I want to make 
movies . .. 

I: I'm bummed that you're splitting town before we coild work on the rooftop 
tomato garden project in the mission (editor's note: we had a plan to grow 
tomatoes on the rooftops where they usually spraypaint, and use them IN the 
burritos!) 

B: well. I'll show you that rooftop tonight. 

I: Giant Value? On Mission? 

B: Imagine how phat it'd be if you GREW the tomatoes for MBP! 

I: Oh, yeah, did you ever find that tool to get the bus bench poster holders 
open? 

B: Oh, uh... can you stop the tape? 
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I remember the first time I set foot at the Albany Landfill, 

I was with Robin & Josh one night after a Gilman show. I 
remember thinking,"Wow! I wanna live here...I'll build a 
pirate shack right here on the beach, grow my own garden, and 
I'll have a bench in front where my friends can hang out!'' So 
over free Just Desserts coffee I started making a blue print 
for my shack. At the same time my pals Faith & Kerb were 
plotting the same thing. We decided to help each other by 
first buiding one house together and then another one down 
the road. That never happened but we did successfully build a 
fine lookin' shack! Kerb & Faith had a van we would use in 
heists of wood and building supplies thanks to various stores 
and construction sites. Then we'd drag the wood down the dirt 
trail a half mile to the site we carefully picked. 

The Albany Landfill was shut down for dumping Jan.1,1984 
and had become a wilderness of trees, shrubs, and concrete 
rubble. Over the years it became an unofficial park of sorts 
where Albany residents would come to walk their dogs and 
teenagers would build bonfires and get drunk. I've also heard 
accounts of people going on dates there...But we weren't the 
first ones to have caught our eye on the idea of landfill 
life. 

There was the writer guy who had lived in a tent in the 
landfill for a few years to write in peace. He made a living 
by collecting winning tickets dropped in the nearby horse 
racetrack. Golden Gate Fields' parking lot. 

Then there was J.P. the speed freak who tweaked 
endlessly in the bushes whose dwelling had a fence made of 
flattened trash cans left from the landfill's active days. He 

also had this ENORMOUS_CAULDRON in his yard where he would 

try to conjure up speed induced spells. He was the embodiment 
of Mystic Tweaker! Once when there was a threat that we could 
be kicked out of the landfill he jabbered onto me and Anandi 
about how we should wheel the cauldron to Albany City Hall, 
fill it with some potion, and beat drums in protest of our 
expulsion. Like I said Mystic Tweaker. 

It was the fall of '93 that Faith, myself, Lil Mike, 
Brad, and Bill from Radon all helped build the shack, but it 
was really Kerb's master building skills that kept it 
together.He designed the walls so that there was one inside 
layer of plywood, then a palette stuffed with newspaper 
sealed by an outside layer of plywood.lt kept the place 
pretty damn warm.We were able to make the shack very homey. 
Our front door belonged to a dear friend of mine, Charlene 
Paul, who had passed away. I sprinkled some of her ashes into 
the bay right there on the shore of the landfill. Years later 
when the shack was destroyed I managed to pull her door from 
the rubble and write an obituary to Charlene and the shack 
and send it to sea... 

Soon after the shack was built Christmas '93 rolled 
around and Kerb and Faith were going to take off travelling 
the U.S. in their van. Right before they left we had a get 
together at the shack on Christmas eve. We awoke to a gift of 


fresh baked chocolate chip cookies with a note from a sweet 
dog walker lady that wished us all well. 

Brad, Lil Mike, and I were the first longterm 
occupants. It was quite a trudge from town to house and 
especially at night. I believe living in the landfill helped 
me overcome some of my fears of the unknown. There were times 
I would have to walk or bike back alone at night.Your 
imagination could run rampant going down a pitch black path 
in the woods. There were 2 particular bushes that scared me 
the most. When passing them I would act all crazy & yell & 
sing ridiculous songs I made up to ward off the monsters 
waiting to kill me! You see the landfill was located on the 
edge town on the bay. It was a peninsula past the 1—80, a no- 
man's land.The parking lot in between the landfill and the 
horse racetrack was used for kite flying, hang gliding, 
remote control cars, and people either doing donuts or 
learning how to drive a car. Our closest water source was a 
spigot at the racetrack that we'd get water from and lug a 
good mile to the shack every few days. 

I remember one night my friend Jessica & I snuck into 
the Albany Theater to see a winona Ryder movie with a bottle 
of whiskey. The movie sucked so bad we ran out of there drunk 
and yelling and spilling whiskey on the theater seats! As we 
trudged down Solano passing all those fancy houses I 
said, "Hey! All these houses have numbers ... Oyr 

house needs a number!!" So we proceeded to steal "1235" from 
some apartment building and screwed it right into the 
«=Vi»r-v - i ? R T.anHfi 1 1 Wav!) . Yeah, it was our home. 







Dog walkers and campers weren' t tire only inhabitants of 
the landfill ... There was tire old naked guy wlro liked to get 
back to nature try roll ing around ±rr tire mud on tire beach! 
Jesus what a sight ! Tlrerre was more than one occasion when I'd 
wake up to see tire naked guy up on tire Irill starring into tire 
sun. One Sunday morning I was hangin' out on our porch when I 
heard something rustling in tire bushes I looked over to find 
some kid wearring a duct tape suit complete with a duct tape 
sword hiding in tire bushes ! ! I followed tliis kid around to 
f irrd tlrerre more of them! I watched these kids brattle each 
otlrerr with duct tape armour . Finally tlrey noticed me hiding 
in tire bushes and got all scarred and asked, " Uh. . .Can we help 
you?" I said, "Yeah! What are you doing?! " Tlrey replied, "Wer' e 
playing Archery Tag, a medieval combat game! " Hmmmmm. 

A.t tire time none of us were employed so we would find 
creative ways to get try. My favorite was walking into Safeway 
°3r Lucky and filling tlreirr handbaskets with food and booze 
and walking out tire door . Brad, Mike, and I would cook up 
feaston our propane stove. We were lucky kids, lots of our 
friends worked in either coffee orr bagel shops . Our friend, 
Richie Bucher worked at Grace Balking on Solono and would 
present me wi th tire most lavish fruit cheese cakes , wlriclr 
came in handy at our periodical dinner parties. 

I can't forget to mention my sweetheart, Sadie. Sire was 
my cat that I found in tire MUTsTI graveyard in San Francisco in 
tire Fall of 93 . When Brad and Little Mike left to hop trains 

in tire northwest, I was left alone at the shack. I would 
‘ v ' er:i ture down the dark path, terrified, hut luckily, I knew 
Sadie would he waiting for me at the homefront, and would 
look forward to getting home to her.Sadie was just a kitten 

the time and was VERY playful. the landfill is like a cats 
paradisewith hugs and rodents abound. Every so often I would 
wake up in the morning to a present she would leave at my 
f/ which was usually some rodent that was higger than her! 

Towards the end of my stay at the landfill, when it was 
3 ust and Sadie, a cop was shot hy someone he chased into 

landfill. What ensued was a massive manhunt. At dawn, 
th infrared cameras, helicopters, hoats, submachine guns, 
and TONS of cops and dogs all landfill residents, including 
me / were found and brought to the police station for 

questioning. In that interview, the landfill residents got a 
blessing from the Chief of Police and the City of Albany to 
go ahead and live there. The Chief said, "If I wasn't a cop, 

1 ^ live there, too!" Whatever. On the front page of the next 
day's Oakland Tribune was a picture of our shack and some 
ridiculous article about "landfill life." 

Soon, it was time for me to go and I decided to move 
back to Florida. Before I left, I wanted to leave one lasting 
t for the landfill. I was inspired by the movie, "The 
^ i °" * and became obsessed with pianos, so I decided I would 
bring a piano out to the landfill. I heard Pheonix Iron 

Works, this huge artist warehouse in West Oakland, was 
shutting down and they had alot of pianos, so I went there to 

them if I could have one. They said, "Sure. Take any one 
these three!" So I picked one out. That was the easy part. 
m Y friends to drive it out to the landfill was the 
hard part! By the time I found a ride, the Pheonix Iron works 

guy had given my piano away to become part of a sculpture! 

Luckily, I remembered there was a piano sitting on the porch 
of my old squat in Emeryville. I swear, its true! It took 6 
XJS to slide it down the stairs into the back of Celia's 

• uncle's truck! Celia's uncle turned out to be sort—of wild. 

He got really into the offroading, and just forged his own 
path through the landfill, with us screaming in the back, 
tiG flattened all these bushes, until we reached the 

P aano ' s final destination. At a beautiful cliff overlooking 
the Bay, we pushed the piano off the truck to its new home in 

the wilderness. 

Two days later Sadie and I were on a plane to Miami. 
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< punk scene in the 90’s wasn’t even really 

J a book, and almost no one knows who 
5 really wrote it. I’m talking about the 
5 famous “Crew Change Guide” that has 
£ been xeroxed and re-xeroxed and updated 
4 and handed back and forth from punk to 
j punk countless times over the years. 
^ Somehow, almost everyone has it, or used 

S to. Its a state-by-state listing of where 
every train yard in the country is, where 

! trains stop to do crew changes, and where 
you can catch out. I had always wanted to 
hop trains, but it wasn’t until Greta gave 
»»mea faded, tattered copy of this back i n 
^ ‘92 that I became obsessed with it. Who 
w made this? How many people were really 
| out there on the rails? The whole thing 
* was so mysterious. 

It turns out that the crew change guide 
was made mostly by this weird obsessed 
railfan/part-time hobo from Chicago 
named Paul G. Norton, who was not in any 
way a punk, but was a nurse in “real 
life”. I’ve never met him, but I heard he 
turned up at some anarchist youth 
gathering in Chicago a couple years back 
to give a “workshop” on train hopping. I 
thought he was in retirement, or 
something, until the masterful 1997 
update started making the rounds late that 
year, when I was out on the rails myself. 

It included this new brilliant entry for 
the Conrail yard on the southside of 
Chicago, where Norton, in razor sharp, 
Hammett-like prose, details how he found 
the one spot in the entire yard where you 
can wait for the eastbound trains and the 
train cop’s car’s headlights can’t see you. 
He gives detailed instructions to where he 
had hung two keys from a tree, and layed 
two mats on the ground where you are to 
wait. I went down there with Mitchell to 
^ check it out, once. We had the guide out 
n and were pacing off the steps, all treasure 
■ map style. The key wasn’t there anymore, 
B but jt^was pjetty exciting 
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Since I first read Norton, I’ve hopped 
over a hundred trains myself, and have 


compiled^aiot of info, from me and Brad’s 
trips to go along with the Norton guide. 
One winter night in Ann Arbor, a couple 
years ago, I tried to edit it all together. 

It was very strange, re-typing 
Norton’s trademark, clipped prose, 
thinking of the places he described, and 
considerring his unlikely impact on the 
punk scene, and how everyone took to the 
rails in the ‘90’s. I started with the 
“A’”s. It was all there. Alberta with its 
tiny “c-c’”s, breathlessly waiting in the 
trainless night. Arizona. Tiny Field, 
British Columbia where they put the 
helper engines on. When will I be by the 
depot in Field again? 

I could picture the ATSF depot baking 
in the Needles, CA sun so clearly. The 
donut shop by the tracks in West Colton, 
and the “La Villa Restaurant”. Places I’d 
never exactly been. Embankments, gates, 
bridges, and holes in fences in the dark, 
dirty, forgotten corners of every town in 
the U.S. and Canada and the trains that are 
always there... 

, I finally broke down in the Mt. Shasta 
’ entry for the McCloud River Railroad, 
k Norton writes simply, “Trains to 
McCloud as business requires.” It was too 
much. Would you “edit” Hemingway? 

, Would you retype Dosteovsky? Norton had 
created a truly singular vision in his 
i work -- the lonely, heartbreaking, 
j obsessive mapping of America’s 
| subconscious geography. There’s an 
unlocked gate 300 feet behind the 
“Lamplighter Tavern” in Worcestor, 
Massachussetts. You always knew it was 
there... 
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I’m in Raleigh, hiding from cops, stupid people, college students,etc. I ve just been 
drinking on plasma cash, smoking opium, trying to find a drug study to do for some money to 

get out of here_ We had to leave Greensboro. We had moved out of our house into the abandoned 

house 2 doors down, and the owner came and said we could live there for awhile! The reason being 
"I don’t want you sleeping on the streets, cuz the fucking cops might mess with you... Then, 
we got a note on our door, one day:”Hi! We are the cops! No more parties or we 11 kick you out! 

Signed, Officer so—and—so, GPD #713" We had ripped off this gas station for 10 cases of beer 

and it was all in there, so they thought 20 people were drinking what just us 2 were drinking 
every night. That day, we went dumpster diving. This crop pulled up and gave us $10 cause he felt 
bad for us. It turned out, the cop was the brother of our arch nemesis, Officer C.L. Combs of 

the Greensboro PD. The cop said, ”My brother and I are very different fe£ people," with a sigh... 

Anyways, I’m kind of sick and out of it and rambling... write back. Oh yeah,me and my girlfriend 
Sarah, went and saw The new Misfits. That was fucking weird... She^got us all in for free, but 
then she got kicked out of the club for "biting 10 people" during "We Bite."... 

You know of any good boats to squat on the Bay in Miami? , v Mfr- - • ’ >./ 

Brain , /kT c. BsAfA'M AM(A'?.; k XAtr'*£ 

Raleigh, NC &> .TO* 'J ^ “**£■* ^ M A L £ .. . 

* W Ho tO-'TO ttfA* /ttu 
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Moo 
boy, .the 
Stun Guns 
are m/am/, Fla’s 
long favored ROCK GODStyeow! 
Mere, they are interviewed by Iggy 
Scam (henceforth, SCAM) arid 
Mr. Chuck Loose (likewise, MRR). 
If .you care, and you should, be¬ 
cause its good and I wouldn't shit 
you 'cause I’m your pal,you can get 
their seven inch record‘1 Can’t Be¬ 
lieve It’s Not Murder’ from Star- 
crunch Records at PO Box 9152 
Miami, FL 33124. Send three dol¬ 
lars and tell ’em Chuck Loose sent 
ya, Anyway, this interview was 
conducted with Mr. Paul Enema 
(who I have chosen to call Enema), 
“Murricaine" Andrew Guns (call 
him Pandy), George “Machine Gun’ 
Kelly (George) and the bionic Mr. 
Buddha (who shall be referred to as 
Bood) at “Machine Gun’ Kelly’s 
squalish flat in Nstoric El Portal, 
Florida. 

Enema: First off, we want to play in 
Cuba. 

Bood: Yeah, anyone who can help 
us get a show, like Fidel Castro, if 
you’re reading this, let us 
know. 

Enema: Be careful what 
you say about Castro, In 
Miami, they’ll kill ya! 

MR.R: George, when are 
you gonna run for El 
Portal city commission¬ 
er? (El Portal- the hamlet, 
nay, the municipality, o f El 
Portal is located within the 
confines of “old miami’, 
and, believe it or not, the 
entire burg is a bird sanctu¬ 
ary!! Indeed! In fact, vistors 
to the Nstoric “EL" have 
been publicly flogged or set 
afire for daring to harm to 
local flora and fauna!) 

George: I should soon! It only takes 
26 votes to win! 


Scam: Oh, so that’s 
why you let Bud¬ 
dha and Paul live 
on your floor, so 
they can estab¬ 
lish residency 
and vote 
for you. 

M R R : 

Have you 
ever seen a riot in 
Miami? 

George: Anyone can see a 
riot in Miami! 

Pandy: Yeah, I saw a riot 
one time with my 
mom, there was a 
buncha people run¬ 
ning towards us 
and then some 
guy came up 
and put his 
penis on my 
mom’s car!! 

Scam: No 
way! 

MRR: Wow, 
it really was a 
riott, .so, you 

f jst got back 
rom tour 
with The 
Schaeffers 
(The Schaeffers- 
Dalton,Georgia’s last 
great punk hope! possibly the oNy 
band with enough gumption to 
faithfully render a cover of “The 
Crue’s’ Livewire’, .OOOOOOGGG 
GAAAAMMMMMI!) , how was New 
Orleans? Weren't you excited to be 
in a town where you can drink 24 
hours a day? 

En¬ 


ina: we can drink 
24 hours a day right here! 

George-. It was cool, except for the 
asshole who wrote on our van. 
MRR: Who wrote on your van? 


George: Well, the guys at 
the place we played at said they 
wrote on our van cause we spray 
painted on the front of their build¬ 
ing. 

Enema: But we did. 

George: Oh. 

Bood: All I know is, we played 
the show and in the middle of 
the night, someone wrote “the 
Stun Guns”, “hey shmecky” 
and “the Schaeffers" on the 
club, 

Scam: It was Paul! you dick, 
me and Mike Schaeffers 
had to clean it up at 5:00 
A.M., when I was too drunk 
to even stand! 

Pandy-. Well, we don't know 
who did it, um, we never will, 
but then the guy wrote shit 
on our van, blah blah blah, 
but the cool thing was in 
New Orleans, I made 
money for playing drums 
in the street! 

MRR: Really? 

Pandy: yeah, we were drinking by 
the river and there was this guy 
playing drums, who, as it turns out, 
was from West Palm Beach (West 






Palm Beach-or ‘WPB’ locally, al¬ 
though a scant 70 miles from mi- 
ami, it is removed by, um, light 
years socially, like, not only can you 
not get cuban coffee or malta, ya 
can't even get a good guayabara 
there, sheeesh), he let me and Ivy 
(close Stun Guns confident and 
associate) play drums and we got 
“tons” of change. 

Scam: What did you buy with it? 
Pandy: More, uh, alcohol! wait, my 
mom’s gonna read this! 

Scam: Hi, Andy’s mom! 

Pandy: Actually, if you’re reading 
this mom, send me a new pair of 
shoes! 

MRR: What else happened on 
tour? 

Pandy: Uh, .we walked around the 
Grand Canyon with our guitars, and 
let all these tourists take pictures 
holding our guitars. 

Enema: See, anybody can be in this 
band, (editing note: here the Stun 
Guns took 20 minutes trying to 
remember anything from the 2- 
month tour, and only vaguely re¬ 
member drinking pitchers or beer 
and singing lames Brown songs in 
a bar in California, the "something" 
duck) 

MRR: Have you ever been to the 
Police Hall of Fame in Miami? (Mi¬ 
ami Police Mall Of Fame-Miamfs 
Police Mall of Fame, there,ya rock¬ 


et scientist, duh.) 

George: Yes! why I “sat in the elec¬ 
tric chair” and everything! 

Enema: They have a great adult 
crime scene set up with plastic 
cops to shoot at! 

MRR: Wow! Did they have any John 
Dfllinger stuff? 

Enema: No! it’s a police hall of fame, 
not a cool old gangster’s hall of 
fame! 

Scam: OK, Paul, how about I name 
some Stun Guns lyrics and you see 
if you can tell me what song you 
sing them in, .what about “we hide 
fugitive thoughts behind cold 
beers”? 

Enema: That’s in “TV Tan”, .1 got it 
right? What do I win? 

Scam: What about “don’t hang 
around if you can’t take it”? 
Enema: Alright! That’s enough out- 
ta you!! 

Scam: I don’t think he knows. 
MRR.: When did people start 
throwing stuff at you guys while 
you play? 

Enema: It was our first show at 
Churchill's with Chickenhead, 
(Churchill's Mideaway-Miami's 
own quasi-legendary rock-and- 
roll-British -pub -smack-in -the- 
middle-of-little-Maiti.) 

Scam: No, that was both bands 
second show, it wasn’t then, it was 
the Friday the 13th show in Sep¬ 


tember ‘91 with the prom sluts, the 
human oddities, chickenhead and 
the methadone actors, (Friday the 
13th Show-traditionally this is the 
day that Dave, the crazy British 
owner of Churchill’s allows the 
punks to grace his stage and play 
the Mideaway.) 

Enema: Wow, you remember all 
that? I just have this vague memo¬ 
ry of chairs and bottles flyin’ at me, 
shit! 

Scam: What was the worst thing 
that’s been thrown at you on stage? 
Pandy: Oh, the firecrackers! it was 
on the 3rd, not the 4th of July. 
Bood: In Texas, somewhere. 
Pandy: Yeah, it was one of the best 
shows of the tour, these people 
where just totally goin’ crazy, 
throwin’ firecrackers at us while we 
played in their living room! 

Enema: I’m glad we didn’t play at 
Calle Punk-O! (Calle Punk-O! 
(Ky-ay-punk-oh!) loosly trans¬ 
lates as “punk street’’, an all day 
punk rock show in “lose Marti 
Park", Little Mavana, Miami, near 
Calle Ocho (Eighth Street) I looked 
around before we were supposed 
to play and there was nothing for 
people to throw but rocks!! 

MRR: Have you ever attacked 
anyone with an axe handle? 
Enema: Why do people always ask 
us that? 
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I always find it amazing how I can go from being scl lDO% wide awake, cam' it 
vleep a*t nighi. inspired: -to "being, completely embittered, and discouraged, and 
sack again, all in, 1 ik© , a week. Things can seem so ble^k, and., all of a 
3 t? tfi4 n, out of the mins comes a new plan, and I'm all eici“ted again. In reality, 
if course, -tilings are usually going both ways at once - 

A couple years ago, I was feeling pretty hopeful when I rolled into. 

Portland on a -train on my way to moving back -to San Francisco.. I still had all 

Ibe good, stuff from -tire “trip stuck in my heal - hire all night bike riding anil 

spray painting in Ann Arbor,., hire squats in Phllly-and: now. I waa looking 

forward to: get ting hack "to the City. Ivy had. just moved there, too, and I waa 
ee certing a whole new, era of crime. 

-My first night in Portlnad, I hooked up with my old friend, OX' JE, and 
we found a goad spoil, ov/erlcoking the city ho drink some "beers and cahch up. He 

was prehhy hopeful about hire future, hoc. Hhewaa living in a new. place a 

trailer hhah lie goh ho park, rent free, in Ills friend's "back yard. He only had 
to wash dishea a couple hours a week for "beer and; smoke a money, and lie had "time 
to work on his new "band and some of hlie different sherucil and wheahpashimg 
shuff lie * d "been -trying ho. do around town— 

He said, "I want ho shick it ouhnheare. I've .always moved places jush afher 
they' ve "been • diis csovered*', and then flee when hlie good himes are spent. *' H3e 
had; decided ho shay and: make it work there, no mahher what— 

I knew whah lie meant. On my travels, as much fun as I'd bad, I'd come to 
see hliah "being hire guy jush off hlie hraijfi, holding up hlie end of hlie Mi ami a puppt 
puppet, Jush wasn* h going ho cut it. I had sharted ho f eel hliah if we, hire, punki 
really wanhed ho "be taken seriouslyws were going ho have ho shay in one place 
and pay some dues for awhile and really make an effort to find out how we can b« 
part of hlie communihy. 1 was -thinking, specifically, of hlie O choicer 22 Arrti- 
Polics Brutality march I'd "been ho in Pliilly- On hire one h a nd , it had "been 

prehhy inspiring hhah hlie punks could pull off: a fairly credible march like 

that in a major city. Ih Irad "been good ah parts. Ah one time, we had "broke 
ooart of hlie mar oil and started wri ting RIP* s of people killed "by cops in chalk all 
over hlie SEPTA shahion sidewalks, and passersby Ir ad shopped ho read flyers and 
actually find out whah we were doing. But, on hlie ohirer hand, the march was 
aimoart exclusively whihe, pink kids wlio lived in aba nd oned, buildings in the. 
ghehic, but were,, apparently, unable ho convlrnce, any of hheir black neighbors t* 
Gnome march wihh hhem ahouh an issue hliah cerhainly affects hire mi hire moat. Tire: 
march was a good shart, brut- we were going ho have ho start making solid connect 
conne chi n rm and- explaining ourselves better ha people we usually don't talk tm— 
hire people who aren' h hire punkSL— 

Since JB readily agreed, I rewarded myself for this succiut political 

analysis with another beer- Ncaw hhah I was going ho hake over SP and be waa 

going ho make ih happen in Portland, we bad ih all figured out- Ih was on© of 
hbose great nights talking wihb a friend where everything seems real clear, 
and we drank awhile, talking not about all the cities we wanhed ho go to, but 
about ideas we bad for where wer were ah— I think, by the end of the beer. 

Are bad figured out bow. ho shop genhrificahion, devised a free bike progr am , 
and, I swear, invented a plan ho get grants ho start a program ho teach inner 
city kids bow ho fix up abandoned buildings, so they could learn a trade, get 
pail and own a bouse. Ih was aloh of beer. 

Maybe Ih was be cans© the reality of Portland wasn' t living up ho my new/, 
idealized version of the world , but, by the time I booked up with JB again, a 
f©w days later, I was in: a much worse mood— He wanhed ho see if I wanhed he 
jtpep drink wine and build a fire by the tracks, our usual tradition, w Jn : i di 
sounds enjoyable enough, except bis mood., hsd darkened, hoe— H3e said, ”1 know- a 
great spot--- if the FUCKUM' YUPPIES haven'T PAVED OVER ih and built a GATED 
CONDO there, yeti" 

I said „ "I h doesn't matter. All ih does 1st rain In this stupid -town anyways 
I' 11 meet you there, if" I can even convince any of these, flacked up convenience 
shores ho selX ho me with my out of state IDT” 

When JB showed up, be bad a big box in bis arms and aloh of wins- ”THIS. .. 
This Is. a box. of every sbihhyr fanzine X ever go hi’ M he s n a r led— "And tonight, I ' u 
pirt ting them out of their miseryt" So THIS was hbe fi r e. Xh was going ho be aloi 
night— 

We goh hbe fire going and started drinking- One by o n e, hbe zines went 
into hbe fire— X was shocked- BBere was a wbole decade's worth of hope and bard 
work and sweat and inapiration going up in fl ame s- Small teewn scene reports, 
hour diaries, yontiiful enthusiasm,, and] traditional hatred of The Mara., all GONE 1 

But, when X saw. there was no talking him out of ih, I gladly started to 
help* Yes, there Ih went: Awbole decade’s worth of excruciating accounts of 3 
month Greyhound trips, letters kids wrote ho their ex-girlfrienda and PRINTED, 

1 iing reviews of' dumb shit like hbe editor' s pets and shoe s, a rad articles on 
why meat is murder- Let Ih burn| 

But, then, next, came JB • s wheahpashing campaign fXyers— "But, I thought 
you wanhed ho put hbose up. X said- 


"No one oareaj"’ He shouted, "No one even walks around in H 

homeless people,, and If a homeless guy shopped ho read Ih hbe fucking CCJFo 

come hell him ho move along, so they can make this town safe for rich j e r „ i T. 

X ©aw bis point- "You're right. I beard San Francisco:' s been, taken oyer oy 

yuppie s, too- Why am X going there? I probably won't even recognize my old o-gxi 

neighborhood- I beard they built a sushi place in my old squati J- looked 

hbe distance, trying ho figure out wbicb one of Portland's lovely bridges 

would hbrow myself off of- _ . ._ 

Soon, there was only one thing left ho burn- "This was my last ah te Pt f 

a zinel'" he declared, producing a folder- "I thought it was the best 
ever done. But my trailer roof leaked on It, and the pages are all soak 

shuck together-" 

"But , you can't salvage ANY of it?!?" Now I was worried. I'd never seen 

him so bummed. , 

"No. Fuck its Its OVER I " And the originals went on the fire- 

Studying JB through the fire, I couldn't hell If he was Just 
discouraged., or if he was hhah rare person who has the guts ho admlhwnen 
something's through, its really through, and Its time ho omw But, wb©J*™ 5 

turned his back ho get more wine, I grabbed the magazine off the fire 

it in my bag, anyways. Maybe ih would be the best zine he ever did aga , 

flnnrfif]fi.v- Mavbe*. lush in two days.— 









Th* abandoned building*, empty overgrown fields, vacant lots, parts 
of th# city that hava gone untouched for dosens of years, allowed to 
become wild in some degree. These are the spots. I'm looking for. 

Urban decay creates an atmosphere of a sanctuary for strays, hangouts 
for the outlaws, a heme to the homeless. Uninhibited by society's 
rules and standards, taggers, punks, tramps, the people on the streets, 
those who live the life of crime, all converge In the abandoned corners 
of town. We'll all be there around a campfire, drlnkln' wine, spray 
painting th# walls, breaking bottles and shooting off fireworks, camping 
out without fear of being arrested, harassed by the wm. 
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Its sort of sad to watch Portland growko quickly, I've found sene 
beautiful, run down spots in the city, places 1 like to go to >be ’alone, 
read, do graffitti, drink, etc. But it seeuls aflf evew timl Bfind 
a. new spot, I soon find out that,dts doomed^ to lesiVftction # d,eveloi$grs 
and City Planning committees. V r ' a < V* > *1 * * 

last fall, I explored the dead end blk^eth on ghe eifs^ barfk of the 
river. Its a really nice place. PotholSsf weedl) gdhjbage, and hardly 
any people. Its about a mile long with plenty nice*spots to park’ the 
bike and drink a 40oz. I was going there<a iew times a week for a while. 

A few months ago I found out that the city wAs plafirting to transform the ' 
area into a quaint waterfront park with $4 ail. oftax 4 dollars. • That'll 
be nice. Rollerbladers congesting the path, yuppies docking'theirplefjure 
boats, police on patrol. The city has already*pave'd over all \he potholes • 
and cracks where the tree roots pushed the concrete up. . . , 

toe day in the spring, I was walking around on the Westslde in.search ■ 
of good graffitti. I ended up under the Broadway Bridge by the train 
station. It was a beautiful plkce! The pillars holding up the bridge 
had been decorated with intricate chalk murals. Some local told me the 
■urals had been there since the 40's, drawn by someone who worked for the 
railroad, A week later I found out that develoupers had plans to construct 
condo* in that area. I even saw the beginnings of the building, starting 
a block away and slowly making it's way tyards the bridge. ih a t'ii be 

nic e, fro . Beautiful, Institutional grey pillars instead of_those murals. 

I used to walk the tracks that went by my house, cheeking out 
'* n ” *?(?**** 0,1 thr f#ctoI 7 walls, sharing beer and a campfire 
•th the folks who had made their homes out of cardboard and palats 
ag the tracks, A few months ago, all the camps were destroied, 

-1* chased out and arrested, and the graffitti was covered over, 
be it a lot better now. The walls are a nice, light tan, and 
i s no longer those pesky, friendly people to hang out with, 
summer I got it in my head I was going to move all m junk 
storage space and live in a shack somewhere in town. The 
} * *’ *«sllng the need for more adventure in 

over the city for somewhere secluded, 

\ ^ 8 Mhroois, a phone, and a grocery 

\ 1 shack within four walls that 

racks. Imagine the security 
,ck walls on all sides, but. 
went back to get a closer 
een repaired and a roof had 

a ? 

*# 

* n outh, on the Westslde, 

. There I found empty 

'tAe* __ a i • ' 
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One of the most often repeated and least questioned statements about gentrification is that we, the punks, can’t do anything 
about it because its our fault. This line of reasoning, widely belivesd by even the punks themselves, goes that gentrification, like., 
other economic forces, is somdiow a ’’natural" process, like the weather, and that it "naturally" occurs when punks and artists move] 
into a ghetto for the cheap rents. After we arrive, the rents ."naturally" rise, the poor are "naturally" kicked out. 

While I’m sure that-such traditional punk contributions to Mission District life as providing warehouse space for teenagers to 
drink at punk shows, buying pills at Evergreen,- doing graffiti, and dealing speed have caused the Mission real estate values -to 
skyrocket, sometimes these "natural". economic forces need a more sinister kicks tart to help get the process going. Long before the 
punks and artists arrived, the "cleaning up" of the Mission campaign, as we now know it, probably started in earnest on die night of 
December 12, 1975 when a still unknown person^ or persons entered the cheap and rundown Gartland Apartments at 16th and 
Valencia, soaked the stairwell with gasoline, and dropped a lit match. , 

At least 12 people died in the confirmed arson. A temporary morgue was established on 16th in front of the Wells Fargo bank. 

The hotel was not rebuilt. The people who lived there had to go somewhere else, while the "Gartland Pit" remained empty until the 
early '90’s. No one was ever arrested for starting the fire. 

By the mid-80’s, punks, artists, and activists had shown up in The Mission and the Gartland Pit was often used as a sight for 
protest, Utah showings, even punk shows. This may be gentrification, but it is a gentrification that was started, not by “the yuppies 
taking over”, but by straight up violence against poor people’s homes. 

The Mission cleanup was devised by city planners, though, long before the Gartland burned. In the 60's, after urban renewal 
had sucessfully removed most of the housing where black people lived in the Fillmore, and was clearing out the SRO hotels of Soutif 
of Market, The City planned to use BART to drive the Latino concentration out of the Mission. Following the lead of Manhattan, Sf? 
planned to deindustrialize and base its economy on stock trading, insurance and real estate. The idea was to level the Mission and 
build new apartment towers to house the young office workers that would work in the Financial District and build BART to provide 
easy access to Montgomery Street. Despite massive opposition the BART was built under Mission Street, but the gleaming offices and 
apartments planned for 16th and Mission BART plaza obviously never materialized. 

So much for urban planning. Today, 16th and Mission is the sight of a foul smelling market that sells boar and ostrich meat, a 

donut/pornography store called "The Fun Spot", and the largest open air heroin market between LA and Vancouver. 

And the guy who designed 16th/MissiOn BART plaza for the City was last seen, penniless and insane, trying to sell a late night 
transfer to Wolf Boy. 

But from the late 60's on. The Mission was under attack, when landlords realized how much their property would be worth if 
they could just get rid of the people who lived in it. The message was often beaten home by SFPD. Officers Brodnik and McGoran, 
code named "Mission 11" walked the beat on Mission Street, a couple of old time, racist Irish cops from The Mission with a special 
hatred for Mexicans. When they weren’t getting drunk on duty and hitting on waitresses at Bruno's, they were out cruising the strip 
in their trademark unmarked white pickup truck. They’d jam up the longhaired Latin kids hanging out at the Doggie Diner on 18th 
and Mission, rough ’em up,and then drop them off way tip in Noe Valley and make them walk home. Brodnik's infamous 2-foot 
rubber hose that he carried to work over uncooperative kids is the stuff of subconscious Mission Street history; you can feel it in the 

street. But it didn't do him any good on May 1, 1969 when Mission Eleven stopped some kids in Noe Valley and a scuffle broke out, 

during which McGoran’s gun was discharged and Brodnik was shot down dead. 

The seven youths present at the shooting, incredibly, were all charged with Brodnik’s murder, and they became known as “Los 

Siete De La raza”. The massive organization in the Mission for their legal defense proved that the neighborhood was going to be 

harder to put down than the cops thought. Out of their defense grew a Mission newspaper, “Basta Ya”, free legal defense programs 
for poor Latinos hassled by The Man, a free breakfast program at St. Peter’s church on Alabama Street, and a worker run restaurant 
next to the Levi-Strauss factory on Valencia, that provided cheap food and attempted to organize the latin women who worked at 
Levi’s. A year after the shooting, in a trial that put the SFPD and Mission ghetto conditions on trial, Los Siete were found not guilty of 
the murder. 

A couple years later, in 1973, activist attorney Oscar Acosta came back to SF to write “Revolt Of The Cockroach People’’, the 
classic of the Chicano movement, at the Royan Hotel, “The Mission's Finest” on Valencia, down the block from the still unburned 

Gartland. 1 have an old Chronicle clipping that-shows a big, heavy-set, long haired Latin guy, identified in the caption as “Walter 

Acosta”, but obviously The Brown Buffalo, himself, walking on 24th at South Van Ness, by an old mural that shows cartoon pigs in 
SFPD uniforms herding cartoon rats with Latin features and work clothes into a paddy wagon. ^ 

The mural is gone today. Those were different times. But it still says, “Free Los Siete” in the cement on Clinton Park next to the 
Levi’s factory. 






PhotoBill: "Breasts downtown... Latins For Life... Heart 101. 
wheatpasted all my art up since I had nowhere to put it.." 


'I Really DID get evicted, so I 



evictfd evicted evicted 


•Cj 



















/ay l\Fe o/v mfiow gar" 

Against this backdrop, history has come back to the Mission to repeat itself again and again. The Thor Hotel a dive at iTth »A* \ 

^ew o^terrmfke r hotefc“d *“ «** ' 80s ' «eLntt organized a ren»” to ^d^at^e 1 

hirinv rhno« h l l an< ? Safer 71,6 OWDers responded by calling the cops to break up their union meetings and 

nng thugs to beat the organizers in their rooms. The union was effectively destroyed * 

tt.'SLZtXZ&JL 

nearbv °" Street, just off 16th and Mission, burned spectacularly to the ground as the tenants from the 

777 H f ° - "f h °‘ el * * atchcd anxiously m the blocked off streets. The police believed it to be arson and immediately 

the ownJ'fr K U 'l , H fi 7 h ° me,ess “'ey claimed may have started it. The investigation, however, didn't in any way stop 

the owner from building a brand new Live/Work space on the property in one short year. P 

And by the time the Hoff Street live/work was completed, the King Hotel, tod, bad burned to the ground. 

econonfv"/* V,S,ble produ f* of thc new booming economy on Mission Street itself seems to be vacancies like the Thor. The 

economy is so based upon pure speculative value that property in San Francisco has apparently limitless value as long as ho people 

buy1! y c!rc e ula7e. W 0 " “ ^ SiU VaC “ t ’ a black hole sucking up new woiX as wLpers of rumou“ab„u. who m£hf 

* burned 8 ^ Jl he ^ MiSSi0n r ReCOr w- S,ai by my old st J uat - the New Mission Theater, a seedy video store down the block at 21st 

. . .i, ™ The gUyS from Mlsh Rex said »*>at the video store owner, who owned Mish Rex and half the block too showed up 

Tlace h e PI T ny r na8Cr , an 7 ,h ! Vide ° S, ° re OWner tc stand on Mission with huge crowd that had ass^mblirio wa"ch Z 

fucky they were^Now" ^ pro^v * ** b T.TH OUt • bU ‘ "°’ * hcy werc lau 8 hin * hysterically, and making jokes about how 

t ANI ^ K y , , y ’ ‘he property manager, whod been trying unsuccessfully to sell the dive for years would get full insurance 

o.d^en vea 6 OH H 7 VaCan * pr0per,y ' And «*“ vide ° <>«"« was lucky, too, because ijwas watching a.l these crappy 

old ten year old videos and suspect porn get burned up that was insured like it was brand new. PPy 

e really WAS lucky it turns out. His OTHER seedy video store on Mission had burned down earlier that year. 

hv it e H V ^ C °ir St0 «r ,S stU1 . burilt out and empty, even with the upscale Foreign Cinema with its valet parking going in next door I walk 
by ,t and think, "Community center, neighborhood newspaper, needle exchange, junk store, practice spaci art smdW 
bike repair shop, collectively run coffee shop, book store, punk club." There is almost anything we cou^ Tith^f^ * — 

Everyone m town wants a space to do SOMETHING with, and we're not even exactly sure wha, we w^nt to doTecaule we haven't 
even invented it yet. I walk by it and get a bitter taste in my mouth evervtime. wantj^Oo^becausejveJ^^t 









PhotoBill; "What everhappened to Mr. Element? The person who drew the cakes? The horses? 

Where'd they go?" 
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Where landlords haven't taken the matter into their own hands to force tenants out, the police have. History repeats itself in the 
Mission, again, as Officer Jim Ludlow walks Mission 11's old beat. Ludlow, like Brodnik and McGoran, is an old-time, racist Irish cop, 
out of Mission High School. His father and his father’s father worked out of Mission Station, and his dad served alongside Brodnik 

and McGoran. Ludlow, too, apparently never got over the Mission’s change from an Irish neighborhood into a Latino neighborhood.- 

Picking up where Mission 11 left off, Ludlow launched his own one man crusade to clean up the Mission. 

Ludlow invented for himself the position of "Mission Permit Enforcement Officer", and went to work. In the media, especially the 
easily-duped and supposedly anti-yuppie New Mission News, Ludlow represented himself as a servant of the community, one 
officer dedicated to driving out the seedy, often drug ridden Latino working class bars, that, supposedly, all the "good people" in 
the neighborhood felt terrorized by. In reality, Ludlow's scam worked like this: Ludlow knew there was a moratorium on new liquour 
licenses in The Mission, and that if someone with alot of new money wanted to open a club in the Mission, the only way would be to 
buy an existing license, or wait for another club to go out of business. But, since, Ludlow was now the "Mission Permit Enforcement 
Officer", someone who wanted a bar would have to go through Ludlow. Ludlow, it turns out, would let a potential buyer approach 
him, and then he’d simply ask them, "Which bar do you want?" Then, Ludlow would mercilessly go after the bar the buyer wanted, 
citing them again and again for every possible health violation possible and setting up drug stings on the premises, until the bar 
owner was so harrassed and owed so many fines that they might have to go out of business. 

Then Ludlow would say, "Well, if you want to sell the bar, I think I know a buyer..." 

It is unknown whether Ludlow’s work as a real estate broker was entirely public service, or whether he received a, uh, stipend, for 

his work. But, either way, in a short couple years, Ludlow had run out not just a couple punk clubs, but EVERY SINGLE LATIN BAR IN 

TOWN, and installed in their place, a playground for rich hipsters and out-of-town yuppies. Many, like Doc's Clock and McCarthy’s, 
in a sort-of cruel Invasion-Of-The-Neighborhood-Snatchers twist have even kept the same names and signs they’ve had for over 30 
years, even though the day laborers and neighborhood guys who drank there just a couple years ago have been completely replaced 
with cab-hailing white folks. 


How do we know all this about Ludlow? Because he TOLD us. Ludlow, like Brodnik and McGoran also has a thing for getting drunk 
and hitting on barmaids, though Ludlow preferred Doc's to Bruno's. All through 1998 it was possible to go into one of a couple of 
new Mission bars and find Ludlow bragging loudly and drunkenly to anyone who would listen that this was HIS place, that he MADE 
it happen. And when Mission Records looked at their new space, the old "Seven Coins Of Gold", Ludlow showed up with a crew of 
coked out twenty-somethings to look at the space at the same time, and launched into an impromptu speech to the landlord about 
how exactly went about "going after" these old bars. When Ludlow in a fit of possibly coke-fueled hubris went on to say he was 
"going after" the comer store at 26th and Mission, the landlord stiffened. He was the landlord of that place, too! When Ludlow split, 
the landlord gladly gave Mission Records the space. 

Eventually, Ludlow's false identity as "Permit Officer" was discovered. Too many people knew. He was transfered out of the 
neighborhood, and today, not even a plaque is there to commemorate Ludlow's efforts. Where Ludlow walked in Mission 11's 
footsteps, past the old Thor, past the kids selling heroin to hipsters at 16th and Valencia where the Gartland burned, where the 
Gartland Pit yawned, today, there is only vacancy. New Mission computer workers, trading stocks and creating cyberspace to get 
money to drive up the value of burnt out storefronts and empty lots, and then buying heroin on the way out to party. There is still 
something in these old streets, something sweet and sad that won't go away. A dark history, flowing deep beneath the street, like 
Mission Creek. The most fitting tribute left to Ludlow's efforts to clean up the Mission may just be the used needles in The Beauty 
Bar toilet. _ 
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fr^y^eAE, /*AyoK (ri<JUA~\ \S (Sm- TH-E CoA/ CvT. CA-A-cJc /^fr- 

poo^ f ii/!A,(r 6 vT THE. S©- CAL&EJ) "6LvAl.tr y opc/Pe" 



rl^. A’. A v•• J • • J *11 op a— 
ajjkove e4-***« Le.}^) 

A'AjVcJ. •"'/^-® A S-PCa/u^./wi) 

tva-dj'I 


T«CK£rj A»P- Stuff E«»cE THAT. fiu/ALiTy OF wHo$£ L.IFE. w/rfE^E HAv£ thje v 

Itoajc t«£. P^^-tS of- poAtJu/H TttE BAthaUcT^ gT/S o^Ju/r^ce.'? cEJt.rA/^cy /^-r v 

Tt» T?f£ • 7 

£. <JS£-D re> HAvC. A EAlcy BATTLE. lA* M-u FfAv^HSCO witH Tfl£ /V/l/vA-fr-E^ oF T>#fJ 

PCACF sa- ataa-^t Aa-O ^ tv / t«£ "S.F. E-ryce Pii-t-A P<-Ac£ ,, i**©~i_o a*t ££X 4-^ywrtca£ 

UwTtKE- Tfl£- £ ‘ r / € <-’£*' TVt-o VJ (j-H THE P (-ACE. L*AS A^-u-'Ay/ £^> r y ITAJ /J^UVAy/ TfrE 5>)/v,£-* 

,. ^i(,|c (a/ A-f^ STEAo/^y y/A l-KjAS WJ r As Pofi\Bce. / virHt^r Leo Ilia'S- at TftE /HA^AtrO^ 

afH-vP T«tt O^TLft., TOwmoj THE gArH«oo/v> wAy gAc< At 1/»E ^£A/?. flE T/Y£ fcA<£. Hc'A 
■tc.lL "HE-Y 1 ■' :C - V ' D l<££P (r*l~<r f V>/T**uT Leofc,~6-. y £CS "/Y£y [ " /tr-T>,/IPAL/ d*,6- 

Vtfej2J£. ^ ^ As r+e>voe - D ^ " T HE g-ESTft.c>»A«'S Pop. oo^toaa£ je_s ovty |" 

3T-D K£EP VTAc/C(aj Cr, H CA D P.wr-, 

HC'D Actva«,cv L^J\P o^cjg THE Ce-^^Tg^g 1 
-t.'o JtA^T To 

the /Z-Cst v'A S A RACE TO see U-MO A^l>£ iri®"''* 1 ^ CWA Ft AST AlAyiE tF HE’£l£v£« 
h A£> A^y CVSTZ^DZJ. Hfe V-* wl£> have 8££a/ E ^&AKBhX£J>, 6vt jrr V~AJ At»*vtyx X<Sr /he 

H,>vi ( (L^~i^tH(j- S/CEatZ-Y T» *nf£ TOtEE-T. 

'o/v£ Tl/vi.e r. f CA-T TO THE I>e>o£. Pot 0 ^-y o/^<E. i l^Stb£.cAvPHt^A- hAAJ) 

TlKMl <UfV(t~/ “J. W'OA', B-^TTH-e DooBTZ Tt/fc St)4L£, w-A J A-vC C+yjLbs-' 7 fiE LatfcEA ' 

A-M) C<>-/L.D E^tcy (>£-r /Hy -2.kPP£E. he vwAjTttEi^E, Acr^t^y fvcct^ 

ovC of- TW£ C,tALl\ I^E^E. a At Aa/, P £A £Xy -po POT fct&tfr TO h-E£J> r~C «^r oF ” 

IE. T ^ /mr ^ ^ ^ 

T6 pas 4^S> ^HTT CJ^ A~fTHt~(r TW€V flWv l t?y ^ hAv£ THE P^CL KiO-H r 

Cc ? C £--S / £ Y &ATHKo*s~\ Ip Vow v-tjtc g^y/yvir-A- trp£ Yfro^O ~nc kET. X. S^'xfi ^JT/c^r' J 

V < A A^Z‘^S> B ^^ TJ^r^r Ki5- .f TO 6-0 TD Tt/£ £A7/«0«W «e*fC i-1/) PiJtST HP 

SA<6 AO/ T l E. EY> / v<r. 0 P-CavP.SE. BvT H CA~ '7 m bs 

z\rj%' , 

^ o^U)/^<rH*-o ft ySTfcAEi / Pt^Avty XR>„ a£i /X Sf-tU*L fiA-G H^APD As~ AA-riubcnZoi. sPkt^r*pZl l s 

^-sws&f ^TfSKS- 

i/vto H- fr®-'" 3 - H ‘ A_£> AL-A£«Cry / ^-h ci>jt A litTCE of arr /^/^O 

Vfo -X.T- Ar^y s^/l£ tCT JV-JT A,^A^ A~C TEJVU&Lf. STv£Ar StCf 

&sVjfi£- . :C A -\EASV VA'tty Covl^^'t tC ^rws-r >JS£ THE TT>/ LPT ? 

^ t>, X- TbOK 0 FF Ttt£ Bo-KCEi, C£J\Pp££> 'Ey* , BAtk: tz tH£ < f «.„/ 

^f(_Trty -TH.^trS ^ TH£ /)*0 L^T 4 ^Ot£ 7 AtJZJ~S 

0/^L Y M 1 *' ^■ <A ' A ^ c '^ ^-WlCtCy P^ovf) OE- Tt . A^o oa£ C.lfc£ s tb Have Te> LpA-^sc 

ftPA\ILD*SHrT fWAEA WMS ^ A 6^~TWir« /i/^0 4 Ai,^ C £ 

e,AJk£TM‘-^' r ^ A ^ *p DlKfi ^- X-T 4to-. £)(£> P£££ &vob.ff.rx r i^L 


u>>— K vr X-T4te-. £) I£> P££C ^ -}AO 
p THA-T , PVL^oA'A'CL'i , fisesvEZ PE^'EJ) ft Q , C )t, H» AGELESS PfP.^^ 

Ti+e oiE of- a y 

As Ft>«- T'+C frr»Y ^T ' S'F- 5TYCE PnPlA'} H/+tt> IwwS? TttEv STteveirt-CO, CHA~(rQ> T*€. 

/w/yW'E Xb ’ P'JvP-Aa-o * i-XA A A-1 F.A^Tt.cy v-e^r '/A'OCe. TW£Sv»^ecowS ^£fviu- 

TO TME CAPvJT^A *-0 fciXA flACE A*-rt / vp.tTH£A witC X. X iiv£ 55 THEi /? UA^Ui T»l{.£r Fo.^ 
Tie P£v^ " oX'^/^e_£_S''H^H 7 XL CA^'T S'Ay T 6-(v£ A S B-tr, 

Ttt£v i^cvLOa^'t let ^vv£,- 4 ^ 7 / 
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l lAi/l fASc/rr PvTvltrric s*c*T> WWtft A.<* ^'/*u ft 1UU*L *.(*»*&( 

LIBERATION Of- l££W 

$l*Ci THi LEAD'S SHcEfTDAl CiO&>, XTS HhE DctlWAy 
W StfA THE $tf#r AV^ /w* /Wwf A* A 
AVA^ faJa&S bus, p*ZX£yu.y A M+'J-****. 

b*f£ v^A5 (VM T*£ icM^Ay t* *+**$ 

ft[ M/^ll 5 HoTVZLL 

* . krrfj*K 7> 


(^U W IQ^Js-* / Jv* i 

OAvvrttt- ojrjvu^ oa ******* ft* 

TVBSMjr $E(Mft. U" r | 


f/tt|A/rtl/<HoTw£U.« UEB 1 ? /Wyiv i 4 | 




Do^ /itc Tf|£ PUcE^n PCA^excEfr A Co*Ptf ~ 

DI^ EAAf JO, u/£, The Pv^5 ( tfc/oep Tt Jmj f 6£ T ^ 60^4^ A * 
Wfat WEE $Howi l/u th£ A C0^R£ fotfc; /4£o^{| TOW Clk£ Jcha, 

M/Uc*; the AfAUHisr^iit MEAty Mwt- PfcfE. 1U.IHL ;/v e . r 

C^T |a/ PUvOOK£b i/jpvlTWL ^EAJ 4 /)kf THE TWlC (r»<-f Co*/lS£ ( A/CA (l ^. ^ 

SEACH'^Bv/t ^ fHfc^HT ;h^ 5 BE £ifrHT TK£tt Cr a. r 

lv HEA^t OF dv/A MKrUoZI+tofi foC,4FTEe Hew HWr£ ThF rtf * 

WAS At the MV Mv AVAUH. 3 (\bklp WE A $it Ut^ 

WHATtvEH tkE Ftflc w£ wAvtfp. fl 

IvE DECiPFi) to rtHv£ ouiJ fi/jr ^tfcu/zw THE SPACES Poo/tUs+t ru c 
Mb'bot'Pb LU p'j SHce SWE ^T 4^ /IkS^ h m 
WEMJ) THAT tHi SAA/) fcugE MjQ£E6 ^ HA; fit- CZo^cj the^E ^£Fb/Lr 
OvitrEJo MM tic jHewi, AfT 6^ (^£ (rtn tH£ Fc.yt£; Owf^fdACE 
AjK'^fr ME Ai-0 ^EEt IF THE fllow ^A] ^E4ay T» HAPPI#, X M5 
^TAJEtiA/E- T® -MyJEi.F UivlPa-'t Fi^A ^ (( - ‘ 

^TIU Htv/^3 BtfoAE the fH«w M/) i^HEv Av£ /W) j /(i , 

P./tEO ^ To UEM, 0 * Tv*l ( WITH THE U. ^ Wl 4*4 fod*7i/l 7f L, 
uic Aca^ST PT> THERE, iy<ytO ^Ho^i ipHArtF PUFym Lti 

^jrei, ^ ^ ! ' r 

forrt£ I" ^M/Wh %£ *****, 

b , W5!icw,w J *>£w rh£ fn lrl 4 ; ^1 _ IT -M T'fa^ 

WiTHiN' A'lwvTtS/THfllEwA$ 5 o,oE iSfl pj/Orc tja.^ , 

Jnf *« IA- f&WT of t£f»i; rj. TK Sipi U4u 

Utei v'h. u*l ir rH£ l^taw, it - Tl lf ' 

jf with a HvG-£C4R.T0// OF MCHcs tom/J f ^AtP 

u. ^iPW. v£S»e^M£ !W4J tno* aupf*?* 1 c*f nrw 

Dt ' ^EA wHo w^EJEE AFZAt; TC , Sk M‘ i Mj/Jf 

f^-w, ^ «*s w^i 1 w4I 15 fe- 

W ^> r E * ? LK to r> tm e . 11 ^ 

&JKW.IT ^ ^ THf^dot./ ^Hew A^QwAS 

fat\ ClPAT/flA/ P ,£t ^P tK£ wowtO THi CoAr cuow uP 2 , «, . 

HmSxEpT ^/VfiSrtM/WT^V, IwHEAE £vv?t? 5 ^; 4 "° 

(rlfCX WA 1 . plti.£D ^ 'TH 0£w£3^(r P^kt ^ |H£ /.j'.. fiuuan ^ 

& * ^ W«< RWt w £ J ‘ ,uu ^- 

^ 7 H£ ? MV A^P WAS /»vi^ & I T *AS Mast p ^ 

Do^10 Hm^'S Ofi^i AT W Tp/ P E£ ^/*/wE(wE mWU»tTArt» A j 

L { v(r TD ^ ^T Tf ^ ^ fi/H 

[2dk>r*kr ^ PfHClh^ LM.'JfApfiiEfaiTiQ ml 4 /UuT$a, /^)f£ Jr ^45 

!^ot OS to AM) wL 1 ^ ^" TH£ Y ^ WASHED fa 0 <>0) MMcy 
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^ UiAb^ALC v :t ’jUEAin* WZy mD Wec££> TK£ A/^P M<J^O 7 ^£ 

S^-X^OW CARJLcS C t £££ t . 8 »Att^V Co^xA^l/^O- PAGe A*D tXAStLK-AnOA, £_ 

cofrffi/ 1 ? , Ai^b YrEw.cn TH/l f 8£ PC>U> j£ N£ fl ta^vr 

l*rw., sxe 'f¥* L£i THe ^ v '- 

D^cip^ taV^ Tv^ TH-E A/*ifl m A*E 6 ^*^P/ __ 

pt/vAc-Ly, $Ht>i^£<~L 5 tAJLt£.1> tHE S+few. wA* &A 0 / Jmo jr the 

/V6Ti£S of &£Jl-Ty V)I(X£ TH£ (i-OChS h AA£ TH£ DArSC(A*6r StA£te/> 
r MVttT THtJLf. O/VJ Ml$S t6A7 S T fi£.£,r l ivJ 7 'JP,Soak£. 0 ~£ t+A*rO&J> Al£ /l/v«C£ 

Coti) Vo, AN-O THE- 6-itC :£ hWW) A be'tfK 0 ^ FcaJHEP /*£ 7H£ Ao~0 qp ^oo fc 
ACAoSS rtf-E .CEowfc TH 4 -T O^Oy A £-lM w k<? ^ CH'Xh 6*> yov cA* Feasu^ 

iwE Pt/WEj? Tflfi'-TEA/^ SryL£,£AcH tA^fi PiAy ,A/ b * D c ,l' j * u ’ A*j> Tp£~ S'~itcu A £. 

loft fo 7 - 1 -tAr Ev/e^yo^E ^U5 get a Tt> r^^CASl TH£ fHt*~ waJ 

Like " tH'$ is the VBopce. v^tsEK 'C** £ '£‘ t l%/£ f ^+L.? l * ir ^ T 

crvf oPP "+t? P/£ /^ wAJt$ f h tH£ CtfS AvviJ) M»v/£ Ay Arthur a»ai£xt mo 
F^fpy^E l^evU) TOM' 4~0 t* 0 k 4f fNMo, d/**, *’ F^CFyivi " M*SS,o~ 

\JSj[x iArtv (r->yl, STMIia* TO CHBCho^x 7H€. SHv w u^c-P /Oo/> /^ A&*££/*e^, r 
' Tf u/U ^Hdu/. 

- 4o/w€^NCJLT (^ 7HH eX-<»»r»ECL WSl$T / $Hts^££> MP. HE ^A/ 

I ,*Lk:i*'(r By Ar-* S**' SH 07 W&CC pc^n^Jr WITWCvT /? &*SSisr i S / St^eo^e 

ftyAt-Ki 7 ov/t tW£ fer. jvy dei/cateo a*ja&i's 

1 ^?^ }ceeP/^ n> tkf 40, A/^r # /v aussI7Z B*£4~* 

'i»tW£ 6 iTy AcruA^-ty \sA rt> the. Srtp fl*-i> E\j€Ay»^e cweilas* * 

1 w^ijeweM*^^ oF M ^* fc **■ ^ bS^Ri 

THE «ST $Cf~Oj THC Hjr “4-IWWl” TH £ «£ tj 
*, vC;, 7 ' \.^ n p/CCS Aa-^> peiA'feiAy^ /^ ?T^€ETT. r-'/T t W&u> ^ Ctp P^CCQ. 

Tfi!-r P r f LL1 & AEfrte H£ c*~u> Pc A^yZZ^ 

oP, WT £ v " 7 °/ 7 - 1 HEJ 2 E AAnHlfi'tr HE Co^ Dt • K^O TMt ^f jr--' 
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[ *< .raffiti creates an atmosphere thatls^^^^ 
ripe for all kinds of lawlessness," 

<it> la Portilla says "It makes p -^0 

I fe^l things are out of dGTS C U1 

^* iose „ most poor Tales o* b* «-»?£% 

I ^ Rot Art is trying to sneay en . ng night.' Bat.^ liKe ' 

l, .the wo ^ d a ° some snooty gait to rmed the gates ° that , had "art 

b*^>acKpaclc breaK and wa rehouse m Ml the stoned , 

l ‘"1lbw I go fc my ! was at this war zlin y ° V ®L p0 UT of art 

t^" 9 ^ LSS' ^°d n wheat pasting 

■ «Rafter-ions, «»«*!«$. «“* t. and | 

^fer campaigns that I photograph th^ play . a . . m j 

Sc them ALL at ONCE-^kt^c, while The a trying to , ; 

W R wanted to P“f “f ye a i» the streets^migh ^ 
mate »ith this s o galleries ano certain P° L a“ c | r£|§ t £ 0 

‘Sf^. r. Levant so j* 

m-peS^I ^ ffwfRrefresented - the^rehop^ o£f with. , 

«-htsr“ -a!?frfi n RffirH^-^--^ ' ^ 

the qay cop ^ly ers ^J\l£ V^AuK^jf U 

OA't ^ -^^^^■^■^PR-rEiTtons 


in-S. uk‘.us.S--HH “ u „ 
qSs s.r-3S. s 5j:--SSr j: ■» a 

ftfnsfve couection^of-m^^ drawings tb e u , 

find me one the-enormous-porno lud it on to an ^ Penil- 

Sff^o^e-mper-icKer rea^-Support J 

b low-nP o the^oP h with r by the comite 

as • Stop crime^ ^ stU1 „as pal all over 

dominicano", too^ ,. lued them up “"RRffrouad in the morning 

, ittl e Havana and toff support . They wouldn 

tf... The reaCtl . uhat „ e artists call -ut-d 

i,: ' j used a similar technique to point out some^ {un 

c;,--SSs“fSS! 

and beaches, 1 a /_ y __ _ ^^///6^A5I19 vW 







nd the re a l city we live in, which is consistently ranked as one 

do this and 1 r* P °° rest cities in the nation, I wanted to 
the avers r= , 60 tourists at the same time. Between .the time 

robbed and f ° U “ st arrives in Miami and the time that they are 
bbed and forced into the trunk of their own rental car at 

home 01 So ' t IL”! bound to buy some postcards for the folks back 
a cross towj, postcards to put injif tshop pos tcard racks 

The first card was based on a real one I found. It said, 

"Miami on the rocks" and featured a blonde in a bikini who 
apparently had nothing better to do than lounge around on this 
big rock near the ocean. I took the lettering and put it onto 
this picture I had taken of a burned out crack house in Little 
Haiti. How do I know, you ask# that it was a crack house? Because 
it had "Crack house" spray painted in huge letters across the 
front' 

My next card was easier. I just took a simple beach card 
that depicted two girls in bikinis with the caption "Hello 
Again", and pasted two enormous penises that I cut out of a porno 
mag over their crotches. Chuck Loose took the two cards# fine 
tuned them a little on the computer# and then scammed.M hundreds 
of copies on real cardstock at the copy shop he worked at. 

Soon, I had snuck them into card racks all over South Beach and 
The Grove! I still wonder if anyone sent any of those back 
| home ... ^ ^ M 

SAvtVfr /^e\G»e>oRHoot ) wjrH^RAFmiT 

how a lT^HV^ ing a 5 OUt Miami that was >*••**«« my heart was 
now, all across town, developers were bulldozing old trees old 

houses, ENTIRE HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOODS ana replai?i„, t l>» »nh 

brand, ne» chain stores and condos that see.ed to tahe onlv a . 

before m! ekS t0 build ; A11 old neighborhoods were disappearing 
before my eyes, especially East Little Havana, and the developers 

aSr=? sx 

, on * ruDiix, Where shopping is a pleasure »•• ^ 

ther e .as another groce r? s ilore, 

Pleasure h " n af d i^^ Si9n t0 read ' " Publix ' Where Eviction Is A 
Pleasure, at least once a week, until that store was completed, 

and now I steal everything I can from it. Down the block, ? a 
snon er iL VaCan ^ 1 n t ° f trees now had a sign that said, "Coming 

Shiny Uerite | u ??di lu Changed ^ to read, "Coming sSon, 

bmny, btenle Building." And the "For Sale" sign in the 

neighboring empty lot that said, "zoned for commercial 

development," was changed to read, "Zoned for rich, all white 

neighborhood." I have no illusions that this would stop these 

lots from being developed, but I was hoping to, at least, get the 

people who saw the signs, and, later, the people at my show to 
think about that. 1 

Coconut Grove, the other neighborhood I spent most of my 

^nni ami i iv i n ? in ' was even more overrun with new, ugly, 
a ated condos and chain stores. In the heart of the Grove, where 


small bar and restaurant - nnro c^, • 

soon: Just For Feet, The World's fa?n«T f 1 ^ 11 announced, "Coming 

a h ^ ' til someone (...uh,me) changed it to read, "Just For 

oJi? i H Xt real crudel ^' with just white sticker paper 

easily tell thlt* C mark *r for "Idiot", too, so that you could 
easily tell that someone hated it enough to takfc the time to 
change it. 

Everyday it seemed like a rickety old, wood, Florida-stvie 

”“ d i ev ^ d 0 r for * fioubbsc.nt „i„" « d : g ;i ne 

a ateo condo. Out of pure spite, I started spray paintinu, "No 

the^heart ^his ^ 1 " 415 ’ the oLs! at 

i j lace all our f L « ' really ' "Do the people who live in a 

’ going to look like?!?" Ve any right t0 decide wha t our streets 


are 















Bird ^ tt ^00 h AM? O ; e it m ?o e the S ^ew? i JioLescrt letely r ° Und circle 
Bird Avenue, where I spray painted biu h? nt yellow c °ndo on 
outer wall of the yellow compuJd t? b ** P ° lka dots on the 
clearly an innovation. Instead of vaNni?T^ d a^eat! This was 
REDECORATING. I thought“ ol , „ “ ' P " 1 »»« J»« 

sure the owner would just leave fhem So lo ° ked so cool that I was 
the-streets art career, i ike Keith HaMn enVlsloned an up-from- 

level polka dot artist" HirrJ , Harin 9*. "Gritty , street 
polka dot houses. The MOMA would qi^efne^signer of (tasteful) 

r~: he ^ *■** ,4 ehe 

AM 

Beaut/? 6 d ° t5 -. « 1-P> ..r^S S'Elg SS' 

A^o r cR£aic_ f -iu^p ! CR\ ^e-~f/cc£d ! 

aidn’t V Decome“a h younrs?a“i„? 1 Aj^^"/ ai ' thl »l“»9 of my 
dumpsters at the Dunkin’ Donuts 79*h ^® al ' Until the 

yrocery store on 79th by my house wlr» h an ° Blsca y ne and the 
°££-.-i. °f my food supply t wfJnt . h re crue11 / locked, cuttinu 
ambitious pieces yet? I cut thl -lock^wi^h h"? ° f my mos t 
«eatly typed notes from "The 7dt-h c?* lth bolt cut ters and left 
Association" taped to the dumpster-^in^f Ho ' neles s Neighbors 
that the "association preferred that fhl tlng the merchants 
— . m ocked. " It worked! Thev ion ou 6 aum P s ters remain 
FM ey le ^ t w t j^ e SL flocked after that. 
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put "O ova? bridge; i;“n«J“K!oS P ,J°,i he »^°7 eSt ihat 
Course and Country 3 ^, £ K'nfTtWh? 

so that'early morning' rich^oo^fer the golf course ' somehow, 
it? But, how wouIS you di it? 9 ^ W ° Uld bS F0RCED to **4 

With a shovel, of course! On the little hiii 
the sand trap at Hole Q u* c T ,, - little hill of grass where 

"Got Any Spare Chanq^» ^ " * ShOVel t0 DIG ° UT the ^rds 

elevated really huge, so that, because they were 

elevated, you could see them from manv yard. T / * 

years later, that this was, 
l ^^ t ls p ? s SiS 1 ^-(,e^|}?v,5TRAl!JGEST thing I have ever a 

glTIWry Y hln9 ln th ° Se daya> for artT done * But 1 did 
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Still. Uf£ with 


PEa>\$ 


| bUlboa)d*(hf;"!i ?oo?ed ’ 11,15 bla "' < ' »«« 

It was right on Fiagier, Co.k 1 ml S “ y to cliob »P on. 
lots Of traffic there all da? tn downtown, and there would be 
| it. But what could you write^i . r ® ad , anythln 9 you wrote on 

like "Free Mumia!" would be’prett? ^ Slogan you ^ote 

by most passing motorists. The bif(bn? ? ' ^ W ° Uld be ignored 

I really huge that would cLylute t he cilt - "f led . out fo ^ somethin, 
big, like when that freak wrapped all fh adlnatlon ' something 
Bay in weird, pin k plastic. What thaJ ! u 1 3nds in Biscayne 

for, I decided, was a huge, full iff bl h lb ° ard called out 

I wasn't sure if it- color, 15 foot tall penis t 

told me that at his work, he hld^?? 3811316 ' bUt then Chu ck Loose 
ake an image and print it out * n 32 ti! b ° * maChine that «ould 
way that, when assembled properly the f^ eces of P a Per in such a 
up °f the image. Now, all we^eed^d t h £ ade % W ° Uld be a blpw 

picture^dicks?in R it? r Hehyehemently d^ S ^ P ° that°had 















[cXaka 


sa: 


.atejr # he presented me with some crude porno nag that he had, he 
iid, stolen from v Border's. M The porno had most of the usual 
unimaginable filth, but then, hear the middle I found IT, the 
perfect penis for the billboard. Its 

lines of Miami’s famous Art Deco architecture stvie. Thai vis^hip 1 
veins brought to mind Miami’s 


gentle curve suggested the 
architecture style. Thfe visible 
tangled mess of freeways. The 
hardness of the erection seemed to invite comparisons to the 
confidence and aggression in the forms of the skyscrapers of 
new financial district, nearby. Yet, it also mocked their 
ambition, as if to say, "You can’t keep it up forever.* Most 
tellingly, the penis itself pointed to nowhere, calling to mind 
the lack of a city.center in Miami's vast, 
ur ^ an sprawl. Yes, this dick was ART!• 


calling 
increasingly 


the 


faceless 


N °w Iwas ready to go to work, but, like the production of 
most great works of art, there was a cloud of doom hanging over 
the creation process. While working on the project, I broke my 
collar bone in a Freak Bike Accident, and was had to complete the 
piece with’ my right amf immobilized in a sling. I was forced to 
rely heavily on my assistant, Cinque, as well as copious amounts 
'of St. Ide•s Special Brew— the only thing that would dull the 
horri J : *i e pain! Nonetheless, with Art Immortality in our sights 
we enlisted George "Machine Gun” Kelley as our getaway driver, 

ni 9 ht before the show, headed out to the billboard at 
2:00 AM. 


Everything went wrong. First of all, when we actually 

the Paper that Chuck had given us, the penis was only 
about 3 feet tall. Certainly big for a penis, but hardly the 
statement we had envisioned. Then, we got to the 
inboard, it was no longer blank! It was now covered with a 
cigarette ad, and it was in Spanish, so we weren't sure if the 
penis would be funny on it, or not. The wheatpaste was making the 
pages soggy and we had to struggle to keep them from 




We decided to put .the 


I , , . .. ~ --/mb penis up on the blank wall under the 

bl *^ board ' so Cia que leaned precariously off the edue of 
bridge railing, gluing up the pages, hoping we were aettino it 
right, while I yelled instructions and LtionSd with m^onS ood 
arm. Then, Cinque fell OFF the bridge! Luckily, it Has on?v 4 or 

2«jr£i2°:s arbes a t t ?°cou?d? h ;nd B1 :; d i^i S °^. sii9hti - 1 hei - d 

—7th°S r s^?r^ yJirr r ;h2n°;2 e got a fn? n "f ing 

hought you were £ be «>ps!" he yelled. The whole thing seemed 

do this 1 thou'hJ °? ly \ ^ en able to an NEA 9 r ant to 

° 1S ' 1 thought, disgustedly. Then I'd at least be famous like 

fcha fc 9 uy .ho got paid by the to pea on c'.S™ s *“ 

iiv ua« 1 hi driving by it on our way home, you could see, it 
really was a big perns. It actually WAS sort-of unnervino 

cSb 2 n n ixil 2 r proios h b? a cer ^ain shock appeal, and I could see 
cuoan Exile groups blaming its appearance there near Little 
Havana on the usual- "Agents of Castro." Little 

with all the ppeniug“night bottle^Sf P ??e 2 2 ?--? lready snuck off 
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SUPERVISOR AMOS BROWN STILL WANTS 
TO TAKE SHOPPING CARTS AWAY FROM 
THE HOMELESS AND MAKE 
PANHANDLING ILLEGAL! 


"aN^^T ,v H p? N i E r NUMBER IS 5l *-2407 

m R. ? HE LIVES AT 111 lunado way 

of HoH ,uni,,eri0 s ' n ‘- 1 block north 
of Holloway, near Stonestown) 
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“I Found out what size the bit that 
opens the MUNI bus shelter poster 
holders is, by sticking some 
chewing gum on the bolt and 
making a mold. I took the gum to a 
hardware store on Mission Street 
and asked, ‘What size is this?’” 



“When you take out the poster and paint on the 
plastic board its mounted on, they’ll usually just 
put a new poster in, without cleaning the 
plastic. Then, at night, when the bus shelter 
light comes on, your painting shines through it, 
and looks all rad and ghostly...GRACE and I 
put up this anti-yuppie poster she painted in 
Noe Valley, and it ended up making the Noe 
Valley neighborhood paper! Only, they 
captioned it, “Local artists express their outrage 
over phone company rates,” or something like 
that That’s not what we meant! We meant Noe 
Valley’s full of yuppie assholes!” 


"I have this theory that once you write your 
name so many times, you just burn it out, 
and people don't even see it anymore. So I 
wanted to start other stuff instead of HEART, 
as if to say, 'HEART 101 says this...' I wrote 
RESPONSIBLE in 4 specific sites in the 
Mission, just to point out the horrendous 
lack of respect these dot.com rich fucker kids 
have when they come into the 
neighborhood. Its just a call to 
responsibility... To people who say graffiti 
isn't responsible, and I should volunteer at a 
soup kitchen, or something, I say, fuck it, I 
already do both..." 























William Upski Wimsatt 

author of Bomb the Suburbs 



THE COOL RICH KIDS MOVEMENT, . 

A HITCHHIKER'S GUIOE TO COMMUNITY ORGANIZING, 

AND WHY PHILANTHROPY IS THE GREATEST ART FORM OF THE 21ST CENTURY 


U -L$LA \5 CRE 

A 5 ”P/^-yoP Doom*.. 
•‘2xm 

When MSA moved back to San Francisco, he said he j 
I only came back because he thought it'd be a good place 
. to work on his big project. He wanted to put on illegal art i 

* shows inside of abandoned buildings. At the time, he 
was living in this old, forgotten grain silo on SF Port 
property. You had to climb all these sketchy ladders up 

* a bunch of flights to get up there, but that, apparently 
hadn't stopped anybody before, because the inside of the i 
place was covered in graffiti. You could paint there and 
sleep there. He called it the "Live/Work", he'd leave 
there and spend all his time riding around SF, looking 
for a new space, sort-of like it, where he could break in 
and work. Just cover the walls and then, when it was 
ready, have a big party and invite people to come check 

* it out. 

Eventually, he thought he'd found a good spot - this 
enormous, 5-story warehouse right on Islais Creek- and 
he asked me if I wanted to come check it out with him. I 
t said, "Fuck Yeah!" I'd always wondered about that 
J place, too. Bochay and I had rode by it a couple times 

! when we were looking for squats last fall. It WAS the 
perfect size and the neighborhood was suitably 
f deserted. The whole rest of the block was taken up by 
t junk yards and auto wreckers. 

1 When we first rode down there, it was pretty funny. 

, We couldn't find a way in! We looked for well over an 
| hour, until MSA finally found this small hole in the 
l corrugated metal back wall that some madman had 
J punched out somehow. It was really narrow and the 
I edges were razor sharp, but we were able to squeeze in. 

, So, wouldn't you know it, when we get inside, there's 
* at least 5 kids, with fucking OXYGEN masks on, 

| painting huge pieces in different parts of the ground 
J floor. We were like the last people in town to get inside. 
t MSA said, "I feel like I just walked into 'Beat Street'". 

J The building turned out to be so rad, though. It just 
i went on and on. There was so much space, and the higher 

I up in it you went, the less tagged up it was. There was 
just room after room, waiting to be painted in! 
f We started getting more and more excited, and making 
J crazy plans, the further in we went. MSA wanted to line 
, the stairways with torches, and have a room people 
| could roller skate around in. I said we could use Anandi's 
• rowboat, and have people show up to a spot on the creek, 

| where we'd meet them and ROW them to the secret 
i show in the building. MSA said. Yeah! And we could 
f paint the rooms with some boat or sea theme. Is said, 

[ yeah! But where do we put the rope swing? We could 
J have it in here! 

J By the time we got on the roof, we had made a HUGE 
| plan: We wanted to invite 5, or so people we knew who 
J did graffiti to help out, and then we'd have meetings to 
t plan out who was going to do what and in what room, so 
[ it just wasn't a big mess. The whole thing would be a big 
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SCAM: Hey, I don't have ALOT of questions prepared, but I wanted to check in and see what 
you've been working on, lately... 

UP: Well, I have an organization called the Prison Moratorium Project that's trying to start 
anti-prison organizations on 40 college campuses. We're trying to get people to think about why 
there's 2 MILLION people in prison in the U.S. We want them to see how the prison industrial 
complex feeds on people's fears, and how the media keeps pumping up that fear, always 
spreading this crime hysteria, even though the crime rate has GONE down. We want this to be 
THE biggest issue on campus, cuz its already the biggest issue for a lot of poor kids. 

S: On campus... like the Stop Apartheid or US OUT OF EL SALVADOR of the 00's... 

UP: Exactly! The good thing is its an issue that people really understand. They see how much 
funding goes to prisons and cops and how little goes to schools. Even my dad, who is a college 
professor, was whining to me about how there's all these budget cuts at the school. I said, 

"Dad! Guess WHY you're having these budget cuts. Its the PRISONS!" He was like, "Hmm... I 
see your point..." 

S: Maybe you need to actually GO to prison to help him see... 

UP: Yeah, no shit, I'D GO... But I think there's already someone who is black holding my place 
in line... 

S: Well, one of the criticisms that I have and other punks I know have of your latest book is the 
whole "Cool Rich Kids Movement" part. In much of the book, you seem more concerned with 
fund raising than any kind of direct action. There seems to be a lot of emphasis on raising money 
to start organizations to raise more money. Traditionally, I think, in the punk scene, we've 
always tried to just go with what you have and not be held back by waiting for more money. ~ 

UP: Like, I LOVE the Kensington Welfare Rights Union. They kick ass. But, they're like these 
world famous anarchists and they're barely scraping by. And there's ABC NO RIO, which is 
like this MECCA of punk and anarchist cats who've taken back this abandoned building, for, 
like, the whole Lower East Side. And now... they need 100-something grand to keep it. So, 
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secret, while we were working on it, so that when it was 
finally done, it'd really blow people away. It was 
exciting. This was a chance to try to organize a bunch of 
people to work together on a big, bad ass, fun project. 
And, to top it off, on the roof, there was the metal 
remains of the scaffolding of a big neon sign, facing the 
nearby freeway. We could put our own sign up there for 
the cars on the 101 and change it as much as we wanted 
to! 

We started going to the building alot to walk around 
in it and get a dearer idea of what we were going to do 
in there. We found a better way in , too, using a pallet to 
climb up to a broken window. Walking around inside it 
at night with candles, I was starting to get really into 
the place, and I was thinking of maybe trying to squat it, 
after all. In preparation, I stole a propane stove from a 
camping supply store in Berkeley and took some chain 
and a lock down there. I picked out a large room with a 
nice view of the train tracks. 

Well, as the saying goes, "It would've been fine if it 
wasn't for those meddling kids!" Except, in this case, it 
was the meddling tweaker. A couple times, when we 
were outside the building we had noticed this sketchy, 
scruffy, white guy scoping us out. He appeared to be 
living in this trailer that was parked in front of the 
junkyard, and he looked like your average toothless and 
bearded wasteland dweller— one of those guys you see in 
all the seedier, more dimly lit parts of California, 
riding a stolen mountain bike around in circles around 
the block at 3:00 AM. So we ignored him. How much 
trouble could one lone speed freak really cause us? 

It turns out, ALOT. That's the problem with tweakers. 
If they're already asssholes, then they have so much 
more EXTRA time to fuck with you. One night, we were 
in the building with Ivy and Monica, when the cops 
surrounded the building, shining their search lights up 
into the open windows. They even came over their PA 
and said, "Allright! Come out of the building, NOW!" 
We said. Yeah right! They wanted us to come out, of 
course, because there was NO WAY they were going to 
come in. Ivy pulled out a beer and we drank and waited 
until they finally went away. We didn't get in trouble, 
of course, but we were pretty bummed. If we couldn't 
sneak around in there with 4 people, how could we have 
a big, crazy party with 100? 

Our plan was officially off. It still sounded fun, as 
MSA suggested, to have a small painting party with a 
couple folks, some beers, and a bar-b-q. But, everytime 
we tried to go back, we ran into the damn trailer 
tweaker, who would ride his bike over to us and just 
start screaming at us about how he was going to go call 
the cops. It was awful, and pathetic. He was the god 
damned, one man, "Wasteland and Toxic Sewage Creek 
I Civic Improvement Society"! 


' The building project was starting to seem like a 
i version, in miniature, of the whole problem in the City 
in general. There was just no space! Everyone was getting 
evicted or priced out. Ivy and I lost our band practice 
, space. There was no place to have punk shows. It was 
i just so depressing. I gave up on the squat and moved back 
into my old hotel. MSA got a bike messenger job, so he 

could save up money to leave town, and start over 

somewhere else. But, there was still that scaffolding on 
the roof. I wondered if we could put a good banner up 
there and, at least, salvage something good out of this 
j experience... 

With the election coming up in a few weeks, it seemed 
like a good time to put up a huge "NO ON 21" banner 
facing the freeway. Proposition 21 was this really 
Califomia-style, cutting edge of fascism law that was 
on the ballot, statewide. If it passed it would make it 
easier for kids as young as 14 to get tried as adults, it 
would make just about anything 3 or more kids did 
together a "gang" crime, and would've made "gang" 
crimes all felonies, making it easier to go ahead and 
pick up your 3 strikes and be out before you were even 18! 

I It also would make all graffiti that was over $400 in 
damages -which is practically all of it - a felony. Get 
caught writing your name on MUNI 3 times and, by law, 
the judge would have to send you to an adult prison FOR 
, LIFE! Prop 21 was so obviously targeted at poor and 
| ghetto minority kids, and so obviously fucked up, but a 
, huge protest movement of ghetto kids had organized to 
' fight it and alot of hip-hop type organizations were 
i working hard against it. It seemed like a good issue for 
graffiti writers to take on. _ 
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what I'm saying is, you have to grab power and do rightous things with it any way you can, and 
if you have access to MORE power and you turn up your nose at it.. ^ 

S: well, I don't turn up my nose at it. What I think IS cool is that what you're talking about 
might broaden the horizons of the punks a little since we are so stubbornly against using, 
charging, or even talking about money. It seems though that the hip-hop crowd would want 
some encouragement from examples of things that we do all the time without ANY cash. It 
might seem a little much to read your book, and think, whoah, I got to go start all these 
organizations and talk to all these rich jerks and get the cash before I can even START to do 
anything... 

UP: Well, OK, I agree with you... There's alot of examples of stuff done without money. In the 
Bay Area, take OLIN, the latino high school organization. They've organized these huge 4,000 
kid high school student walkouts... 

S: Yeah! High school shit is TIGHT here! 

UP: Those kids are so on point. They got cell phones, they hop the BART, and then they go 
protest at a prison. As far as I know, they've never gotten a single grant, so that's a dope-ass 
example. But they're fighting Prop 21, and the organization I roll with, Active Element, which 
my book is going to fund, just raised like $25,000 and we're sending 23 of it to grassroots, hip-hop 
related organizations in California. I think almost half of them have never gotten a grant 
before. Gita, who runs Active Element, calls up OLIN yesterday to tell 'em they're getting a 
grant, and they're like, "What ?!? $2,000 ?!?!" They went crazy! 

What I'm saying is, to be sustainable and to involve more people - and face it, we need more 
people - and to make it possible for more people who have less resources, and less education, 
and less opportunity,and, even... who have less ambition and politics than you, or I might 
have... we need more money to support them to become kick-ass organizers. That's obvious. You 
say, "Rich jerks..." Well, there's enough rich people now, and enough have kids, and enough 
are young, and enough have come into their money without being super money hungry, that 
there's a certain minority who aren't jerks... They're certainly not going to renounce capitalism, 
but they might be willing to support grassroots, bottom-up, strategic political organizing to 
change the system. We're trying to find these people. 

S: They may not be reading this magazine... 

UP: Well, there's 5 million millionaires in the US. Chances are good someone reading this 
knows someone... All I'm saying is we want the most privelaged among us to know that, even 
though it may not be fashionable to talk about, they have something that can be used for 
transformation. For example, since I've known you, you've wanted to do a book. You could do a 
great book. I mean, you helped start this whole Scam lifestyle - hopping trains, stealing 
everything. You could do a book where I printed mine, for like $2,000. You don't have that. But 
one of your readers might... 

S: I'm DEFINITELY printing that... So you think, in general, you're not putting more time and 
money into RAISING money, than some direct action. You come out ahead? 

UP; Yeah. We don't do "benefit shows". I mean, most of the money we get is donors giving $5,000 . 
or more. We network with people with wealth and people with connections to wealth. 

S: How are you getting around right now? Hitch hiking? 

UP: No, I'm not. I LOVE hitch hiking, but now I get paid like $1,000 to come speak at a college, 
so I have to make sure I get there on time. I'm accountable to dozens and dozens of people. In alot 
of ways its a sacrifice, cuz I used to hitch hike EVERYWHERE. This whole having money 
thing is weird. In a way, its a* thrill, being a well known writer/activist and having peopole 
want to hear what the fuck I have to say, and having access to money for my organization. But, 
in a way I HATE it, cuz I used to do crazy shit... like I used to shoplift alot. Now, if I get caught 
stealing, it would discredit everything we're trying to do... 

S: Well.... I hope you just get paid enough to make up for losing that... 

UP: Well, its about more than my ENJOYMENT. We're trying to build something. 

S: Do you still do graffiti? 

UP: Yes! This is something I won't give up ever! Actually, after almost 10 years of just doing 
graffiti sporadically, now. I'm embarking on the biggest graff campaign of my life. I'm writing 
NO MORE PRISONS" on sidewalks across the USA. Me and some other people have been 
doing it. We hit New York, Philly, Chicago... 

S: You using Griffin's? 

UP: No,no... Spraypaint. 

S: I had just finished your new book, so I hit a couple No More Prison tags for you when I was on 
my last trip back to SF. 

UP: On the freights? 

S: Yeah... Knoxville. Asheville. St. Louis. Just a couple. 

UP: No shit... So you be bombin', huh? 

S: Well, I'm usually into more political or site specific stuff, though. Like there was a famous 
residential hotel arson in 75 right at what is now the hippest comer in town, 16th and 
Valencia, and I've written stuff there about it... 












First, we needed a huge banner. We went and, 
somehow, managed to sneak back into the building and 
took measurements of the scaffolding. It was 12 feet 
high and 50 feet long! That was alot of banner. But MSA 
had an idea. 

We borrowed some wire cutters from Jimmy's garage 
and headed to 7th and Mission, where, a black, plastic 
tarp, the length of a city block, was lining the fence 
around a construction site by the old Greyhound station. 

A tape measure revealed that it was 6 feet tall. Two 
lengths of it, attached together, would be perfect! It was 
| really the best stuff for banner hanging, because it had 
metal ringlets inset into the tarp, where you could tie it 
onto things, without it ripping. We cut the wire holding 
the tarp to the fence, while crackheads and cops circled 
in ever tighter rings. It took forever, but we finally got 
60 feet of the damn stuff off. It was pretty absurd. You 
couldn't roll it up in anyway, really. It was too slippery. 

We had tons of plastic and no way to move it! 

I spotted what could have been our salvation, a 
! shopping cart down the block. But it was locked with a 
\ krypton to a parking meter! Times really ARE tough. 

] Finally, we started pushing the huge pile of plastic up 
| Mission, using our bikes to balance it. It was just 
i WRONG. You know what I mean? Cops kept going by, 

1 slower and slower, and looking at us in this way that 
■ suggested the only reason they didn't stop and run us in 
, on general principle, was because we looked so pathetic, 
that our feeble criminal effort was almost POIGNANT. 
Finally, we found another cart and stuffed it in, and 
made it home, safe. 

We got it down to the building in a car, and MSA 
painted it, white on black, with a roller, up on the 3rd 
floor. It said "NO ON 21", 30 feet long and 12 feet tall! 

When it dried, the next day, we went back to put it up, 
with Heart 101 along to help. We were tying it to the 
scaffolding with those plastic handcuff things that cops 
use these days, because there was a bunch around our 
house. You could find them out on Mission all the time. I 
liked the irony of that. Heart and MSA did the 
climbing, because I suck at that, and I tied the bottom 
down with heavy twine. In a half-hour it was up! 

Riding home, me and Heart looked back, and couldn't 
believe it. It was just SO huge! You could see it 
everywhere! 

We were so happy to finally have some victory at 
that building that had turned into such a headache. 

Heart and I stayed out at Hunt's Donuts all night 
making plans to do huge poster attacks on the bus lines 
all summer. 

But, the next morning, when I went out to get a photo 
of the banner and show it to Caty, who was in town, it 
was already gone! I couldn't believe it! It had lasted 
less than 12 hours! 

I knew we were doomed. We would always have to 
sleep, and that tweaker would always be awake. I w 
didn't want to see that building again as long as I lived. 

But, we went back one more time. MSA and I figured 
that they probably just cut the banner down and left it on * 
the roof, because it was such a pain in the ass to move. So 
we went back to get it, so we could, at least, hang it on 
the pedestrian bridge OVER the freeway. 

Well, when we got there, it just wasn't there. It had 
disappeared. We hung out on the roof, looking around at 
the great view of the City. A big ship was leaving the 
Port at the end of the Creek. It was such a great roof. 

There was so much you could do with that space. But it 
just wasn't to be. 

MSA said,"Well, at least its still a great DRINKING 
spot," and pulled a 40 out of his bag. I didn't say 
anything. I didn't say anything until I felt the first rain ] 
drops less than a minute later. Then, I said, "Let's get - 
the hell out of here..." 
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UP: I love that! That's the shit... You didn't see NO MORE PRISONS on upper Haight Street? 

Just all over the sidewalk? There's alittle out in the Bay Area... Cleveland got bombed. 

Vancouver got bombed. Minneapolis got a little. Whichita, Kansas got totally bombed. I been 
hearing Berlin got it. Over the course of the year, me and anyone I can get to help are doing it. 

Its up, though. If you say, "No More Prisons," in New York City, they seen it. But, I only do 
sidewalks, because we need allies. We don't want to alienate anyone who would be on our side 
by writing on their storefront... 

S: What do you think a better way of getting your point across is, then. Graffiti that everyone 
sees, or a book. 

UP: Well, we're trying to stop the prison industrial complex, and we'll do it any way we can. 

They're both good. 

S: In Bomb the Suburbs, you wrote about people trying to organize graff writers in Chicago and 
other cities, and have all-city graff meetings to try to get people to work together and really 
pull off some big shit. In the book, it always failed. Did writing about it cause any good to come 
out of further organizing efforts? 

UP: No! not at all! Its wack... That's why I've changed my strategy, because the organizing 
hasn't worked. I feel it CAN be done. You can organize punks and criminals and graff kids and 
hipsters and b-boys. It'd take alot of money and someone with alot of experience to do it right, 
though, because A) People are not thinking imaginatively about their possibilities, B) Those 
few that are are always infighting, and C) everyone's just trying to survive day to day, 
anyway. My friends in Chicago still talk about it, but that's as far as its got... And even with 
No More Prisons, as influential as I supposedly am, I've inspired less than 10 people across the 
country to go write No More Prisons everywhere... 
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TURD-FILLED DONUT: Could you just start off by telling us a little about the Biotic Baking Brigade’s history? 

«iotic Baking Brigade: The first time we pied anyone was Charles Hurwitz, the CEO of Maxxam. They bought out 
Pacific Lumber and are the one’s cutting down the Headwaters. He’s just totally evil. Then we got Milton Friedman, the 
economist. He was speaking at a conference on privatizing education, so he got a pie. Then there was Robert Shapiro, the 
head of Monsanto Corporation. They produce Round Up, the herbicide, and they made other fucked up stuff like Agent 
Orange. Their new thing is Agricultural Biotechnology. Basically, they’re altering the genetic makeup of plants. 

Farmers in India are burning Monsanto fields in protest now, because Monsanto is creating plants that will not gj*ow 
without chemicals, and, of course, you have to buy the chemicals from Monsanto! 

Then, we got Gavin Newsom from the Board of Supervisors. We did that one at the party he had at his restaurant on 
election night. All the people there were wasted, just well-dressed people totally sloshed. There were girls with 3-inch 
heels puking in the toilet. Newsom’s always been pretty anti-tenant, so we hit him with two pies. 

TFD: Did you get arrested? 

^BBB: No, he didn’t w a nt to press charges. He just laughed it off. 

TFD: Was he loaded? 

BBB: I’m not sure. He said, “Are you guys from the tenants union?” And we said, “Why? Do you have a guilty 
conscience, or something?” 

TFD: So next up was Willie Brown... 

BBB: Yeah. We got the Mayor with 3 pies when he was having a press conference at City Hall to announce his Great 
Sweep program, where he gets a bunch of volunteers to go out and pick up trash in different neighborhoods. We did it 
because at the same time that he was announcing that he was also conning out with these other programs against the 
homeless that don’t really do anything but sweep people out of different areas like The Castro, or Union Square, or The 
Haight. A couple weeks before he had been quoted in the paper as saaying he was to the point where he just wanted to 
see people swept off the streets” and that was really offensive to me. I mean, no matter how down and out people get, 
they re still people, yua know? They’re not just trash or a hamburger wrapper, or something you can sweep up. 

So, we figured we could just go out with signs and picket, or something, and no one would notice, but pies are sexier 
and make better news stories. He was about to announce a surprise deal for the ‘49ers stadium at the Great Sweep press 
conference. He said, “I have something more dramatic to announce...” and that’s when we got him! 

TFD: What happened after you threw the pies? 

^^ ? rOWI i tr ' e ^ *° tac ^j e °. ne °^. us * got one of us in a headlock. Some bodyguard tackled me and broke my 
co arbone. I was screaming in pain! We all got arrested. An ambulance took me"to the hospital first and all the doctors 

j”, nurses were so cool to me. They were all like, “Good job! Way to go!” Then, everyone in jail was totally glad we 
did it, too. 

unni k° UI w‘i? Very0ne * n town thinks its cool except like 5 people who write for The Chronicle... 

BBB: Right. Well, the people who don’t like what we have to say are never going to like the way we say it. People have 
said that it was violent, but, I mean, its a pie. Its not non-violent in the same way that a sit-in is, but the whole point is 
t at no one gets hurt. I Do feel a little bad, because, it turns out that Brown has glaucoma and he can’t see too well, so he 
didn’t actually know what hit him. ! 

TFD: Yeah, when I interviewed him, I noticed he has these wandering eyes. I tried to look him in the eye but It was 
impossible. I thought he was a robot, or something. 

BBB: Yeah. I don’t think any jury in S.F. will convict us. 

TFD: What’s next for the Biotic Baking Brigade? 

BBB: Well, personally, with my broken shoulder, I will only be BAKING pies for awhile. But, I believe the pastry 
uprising will continue. There’s a lot of people out there who deserve a pie, and alot of people who are capable of 
delivering them. To be in the Biotic Baking Brigade, all you need is a pie and a vision of a better world. 

nun! w n° U haVe an y thin 8 e,se y° u wan / to to our readers on 6th Street? 

B: Well, we really hope that people enjoyed this. Things get bleak sometimes, but we choose to get our politics across 
this way, because its funny. People- especially the people mosty affected by Brown’s lack of action and lack of 
compassion, need a good laugh sometimes. 


Take 

that! 


Biotic Baking Brigade 
members smash pies into 
each other’s faces Friday 
after a court hearing for 
three members accused in 
a pie attack Saturday on 
Mayor Brown. Defendant 
Gerard Livernois is being 
pied at right; the other 
two are brigade members 
but not defendants in the 
case. [A-4 ] 
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Stop the City from Taking 
Our Carts!!! 


SUPERVISOR AMOS BROWN HAS CALLED FOR A 'CRACKDOWN - ON SHOPPING 
CARTS IN THE CITY. AND WILL BE SPEAKING ABOUT HIS PROPOSAL AT AN 
UPCOMING PUBLIC HEARING. THE POLICE AND THE PARKS AND RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT CONTINUE TO ILLEGALLY CONFISCATE HOMELESS PEOPLE'S 
SHOPPING CARTS AND PERSONAL BELONGINGS 
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Willie to poor people: 

Leave town 

O NE OF the NICE THINGS aboul Willie Brown’s monthly public^a^ail- 
ability sessions is that the mayor gets to relax and speak his mind. 

How else to explain the astonishing candor with whiclPhc an¬ 
swered xine writer Ivy McClellands tough questions about livinc 
poor m Son Francisco? ••'. • 

McClelland lined up for a ticket to meet the mayor, then conducted a brief 
interview that ran in her zinc Turd-fiHad Donut. Our subscription to TfO 
seems to have lapsed, but we spotted her interview when it was reprinted in 
the venerable hardcore rag Maximumrocknroll. An excerpt* 

Willie Brown: Wc do pay the highest welfare grant in tin: state. 

Ivy McClelland: /?/g/»r, bur // \i o/jo r/»c mwi expensive place to live, pos- 
■ sihly, in the whole country. ^ 

Brown: And that’s why I say to people who arc poverty-stricken. I know 
how much you love San Francisco, but be¬ 
cause of the nature of the cost of living here, 
you arc better off being poverty-stricken 
where the cost of living is not so great. 

McClelland: But that would mean rlis- T 
placing people who have lived here their 
whole lives, just because they’re poor. 

Brown: Yeah, but you got to. 

Wc called the Mayor’s Office to ask if 
Brown really said that, and if he really meant 
it. (A volunteer at MaximumroeknroU told us 
McClelland had gotten the interview on tape, 
and there is indeed a tape recorder in the pho¬ 
tograph of the two talking, but wc couldn’t get 
a copy by press time.) 

Brown spokesperson Ron Vinson asked 
us to fax him the interview. He didn’t deny 
that Brown had made those comments, but 
said. **l can’t really respond to that because 
I wasn’t there.** He described Brown’s con- 


4-^lKP- wv «.P*‘/* T . £<w#of*4 ByCmsj'HAPStA' 


t>£C£MB£R'3S 
XSSKAB 
NO.H 


i say to people 
who are poverty- 
stricken, you are 
better off being 
poverty-stricken 
where the cost 
of living is 
not so great. 7 

Mayor 'Willie Brown 


versa lion with McClelland as “kind of inconclusive.” 
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TURD-FILLED DONUT: Can you give me some background on the Project? UN Plaza Project: There are usually 150-175 homeless 
people in UN Plaza at all times. We started trying to organize in March, because the police harassment was just too much.at that time, e 
hadoiir first real meeting in the basement of the Burger King (^/Market) in April with 6 people. Now we have meetings every wwk at the 
statue in the Plaza, Tuesdays at 1:00. The UN Plaza Homeless Project is about Housing, Health Care, Civil rights and Freedom! 1 FD: How 
long have you lived in the Plaza? Stanley: I’ve got 3 years here. ..Manny. 1 have lived 12 years in San Francisco, 10 years in Uh P aza .. 
TFD: How many folks come to your meetings? UNP: well, 6 of us—Manny, Stanley, Tommy, Poppy, John White, Joseph Bums — we 
are the group that meets with each other and than meets with representatives from the City, sort-of a committee. But, our weekly meetings 

) (are open to the whole Plaza and lots of people come over.. TF d : what are your goals? UNP: We want the City to give us a buildine that 
we can rebuild. We don’t want a handout. There’s a lot of talent out here. A lot more talent than a lot of people who aren’t homeless have. 
And we have, maybe, a small income but not enough for rents. So, we want to be able to work for our roof. TFD: How have yon 
approached The City: UNP: We approached Supervisor Leland Yee with our idea, that we be given the abandoned hotel at 144 Eddy. He 
told us to write a proposal. We did, and he was surprised at how good a job we did. They didn’t think the homeless could do it! He said we 
should talk to the Mayor. So we organized a campout at City Hall to receive tickets to the Mayor’s monthly meeting with the public. .. 

h^rr.Tuu mpe(,0 1 had ^-'OO foHcs .feepmg in frcom o f City Hall, homeless and otherwise... TFD What 
happened then? UNP. The Mayor acted excited about the idea. He said, “Let’s make this happen!’’ an/ right there told Ns homeless 

Sr’~ hat he have t0Wlth us once a week 10 try " dget the building TFD: Wlm happened ,hen? 

UNP. Well, Geo ge Smith disappeared! He met with us a couple times, and then we didn’t see him for a whole month' We looked at the 
budding oo but he pnoe went up. They wanted 3.5 million for it, but when they heard the City was involved, they wanted 4 2 Then when 

Yei i tSr Pefl I , .“ ^TT 6 mi,li0n! ™ : Wasn ’' Ge#n?e Smi «' homtlt * himself ' Mm * 

th.s job. UNP Yeah, but he even said tous, I used to be homeless, but I’m still a politician... He even tried to take certain members of 
the group aside to offer them shelter for themselves, to try to break up the group. One woman who worked with us got $600 and a room 
voucher and now, we never see her anymore, but the rest of the group is sticking together! We see through that. We want permanent 
housing, not temporary shelter! TFD: So, what happened with George Smith? UNP: We took 30 people and camped out in his office 
\{ 1 and waited for him to come back! We wouldn’t leave! They called him and he came back right away! Now, he sees that we’re serious and 
he’s started meeting with us. We’re not going to go away.. TFD: Are you having luck with a building? UNP. Now we’re looking at the 

old Winston Arms at 50 Turk.. The City may be able to lease it for us, then we could work for our rent, fix up and run the place ourselves. 
Cooperative existence... They say, if this works, it could be a model for other buildings... TFD: What are your plans, though if the City 
keeps stalling? What is your deadline? UNP: Our deadline is the election! If the City doesn’t tell us something concrete in the next 
couple days, we’re telling everything to the media, right here in The Plaza! The City doesn’t-want people to know about us, that they try to 
keep people from working for themselves. If we don’t hear what we want to hear, we’re going to call in the press on Mopday! 
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SCAM: OK, you might just want to start off with a brief rundown of the idea behind needle exchange, and just what 
the basic idea of ‘Harm Reduction*’ is, for some of our readers who may not know much about it... | 

MATTY LUV: Harm reduction is non-judgemental medical treatment around issues of drug use. Rather than saying 
abstinence from drugs is best, we take the position that people use drugs and always have used drugs, no matter 
what the law is. Instead of treating drug use as immoral, the idea is that any positive change in drug use is good, is a 
step towards greater health. By using clean needles, you can stop the spread of HIV and Hepatitis. By teaching 
people what to do if someone OD’s, you can save lives. Abstinence is not the issue, but, if people stay alive and 
healthy, maybe, one day, down the road, they might be interested in that. 

RO: In San Francisco, there’s 4 overdoses a day, and soft tissue abscesses are the #1 cause of visits to the emergency 
room at SF General. The City spends $18 million on abscess care, when its easily preventable, because they’re more 
interested in trying to ARREST users. _ 



U PC Or/ HATE- STftZer 


SCAM: OK, so what events led to the formation of the SF Needle Exchange? 

ML: OK, well some background on the Haight... The Haight is pretty much a police state. If you’re on the streets 
: and you don’t look like you own property, or shop there, you’re liable to get stopped by the cops and shaken down 
for no reason. < • 

, RO: Mayor Brown shut down the east end of Golden Gate Park in the Haight in October... November 1997, 
basically, because he didn’t want the kids there. Teenage runaways from all oyer the country still come to the 
Haight. Brown had this whole ruse about building a children’s playgrouhd and a skating rink... 

| ML: But, now its over two years later, and there’s still just a fence there/. . 

SCAM: Right, I remember that was when I moved back to SF, aftd 1 was shocked. Here was Brown talking about 
using helicopters with night vision to root out sleeping homeless people in the park... I went to these real crazy 
HANC (Haight Ashbury Neighborhood Council)public forums about it. People were at each other’s throats... 

ML: ,Yeah, it was a very politically charged environment we started in... 

RO: I had a job as an outreach worker in the Haight at that time, working with the street kids. 

ML: And I had just got back from Hickey tour, with Ivy, who we brought back to SF with us. We got on GA (SF 
welfare) and got our GA workfare jobs at the AIDS Foundation. We were supposed to be helping street kids in the 
Haight do a fanzine and a leather workshop. We weren’t supposed to be doing needle exchange at all... 

RO: But, when Golden Gate Park closed, the Department of Health stopped all their needle exchange in the Haight, 
because it was just too politically hot. This left this huge gap in services. They expected the kids to go all the way 
past the Castro to the Department of Health site behind the Safeway on DuBoce, but these kids never even go past 
Masonic, or even Ashbury! So, the outreach worker who was doing exchange before supplied me with needles and I 
started doing the exchange myself, VERY covertly... Then, Matty and Ivy started helping me. 
















| 

THE 911 SITUATION 

stay calm... dont freak the fuck 
OUT. CALL 911 AND TELL ’EM THAT 
THE PERSON OD’D AND WHAT DRUG 
THEY'RE ON. WAIT WITH THEM TILL 
THE AMBULANCE ARRIVES, CONTINUE 
TO SHAKE THEM AND SHOUT THEIR 
NAME. IF YOU THINK THE PERSON HAS 
WARRANTS YOU CAN TAKE THEIR ID 
BEFORE THE PIGS SHOW UP. PUT THE 
PERSON IN THE RECOVERY POSITION SO 
IF THEY PUKE THEY WONT CHOKE ON 
THEIR OWN VOMIT: 



The recovery position 


IT'S REAL IMPORTANT TO HAVE 
SOMEONE STAY WITH THE PERSON AND 
TRY TO WAKE THEM UP OR KEEP THEM 
AWAKE, SO STICK AROUND, EVEN IF IT 
MEANS HAVIN' TO DRAG THE PERSON 
OUT FROM YER SQUAT OR APARTMENT. 
STASH YER SHIT, DISPOSE OF YER RIOS 
AND COOKERS. IF YA HAVE NO CHOICE 
AND HAVE TO LEAVE THE SCENE TRY 
TO GET SOMEONE ELSE TO stay UNTIL 
THE PARAMEDICS ARRIVE. 


SAN FRANCISCO 



NEEDLE EXCHANGE 


I ML: For a long time, we did a roving exchange, handing out needles out ot our lu bags... ^ 1 % 

| RO: I’d be doing outreach, you know... handing out condoms and socks, and I’d just ask if anyone needed any clean 
points. . 

ML: We were, quite literally on our own. We only had 300 needles. We had to take the dirties to other exchange 
sites to exchange them, as if we had used them all ourselves... 

SCAM: How’d you get 300 needles? 

ML: “Somebody”, um... GAVE them to us... 

SCAM: Did you guys have prior needle exchange experience? 

RO: Oh, yeah. I went to college for this. Since 1993, I’ve done needle exchange, here and back in New York City. I 
worked at the Department of Health site here for awhile. When the park closed, I just wanted to try to fill the gap. 

ML: I had no experience. Since I got out of high school, I’ve pretty much only had shitty jobs and played in bands. 

My first real involvement in anything like this was, one time, between tours, I needed a job. Through an, uh, 
embellished resume, I got a job at-UCSF doing survey work, interviewing injection drug users about their habits and 
testing them for HIV and TB. So, I received a brief HIV counseling training. But, basically, I didn’t have anything to 
do between tours, so I threw myself into this. Later on, when we’d be going to meetings with the cops, or 
neighborhood groups, I didn’t even own a pair of long pants to wear to them. I’d be on my way there, hoping I could 
find a long pair of Ben Davis pants on the fuckin’ STREET! 

SCAM: How did the roving exchange lead to an actual exchange site? 

RO: I got stuck with a dirty point. We had to do everyting so clandestinely with the bio bucket in the Zo bag and all 
these people shiftily putting in dirties and reaching in. We were out there after dark a lot... Finally, one time I got 
stuck. It was getting pretty sketchy. So we tried to use the side of the Cala Supermarket at Haight and Stanyan as a 
fixed site, because kids panhandled there. 

ML: But, then one time, we told like 4 people to meet us there, and, like, 50 kids came. 

RO: Right, so obviously we needed something less conspicuous than the side of the Cala on Haight! 

ML: Different agencies... that shall remain nameless... helped us out by flowing us needles for awhile, and we 
started doing 2 hour shifts, 3 days a week at the comer of Oak and Shrader in Panhandle park. It started real slow. I 
can remember days where I’d-sit there for, like, 1 and a half hours in the pouring rain, until someone finally showed 
up, and it’d be a homeless kid in a rainsuit, who’d say something like, “Dude! You should get an umbrella! You’re 
soaked...” 

RO: After that, when the AIDS Foundation found out we’d been doing exchange the whole time, they declared us a 
secondary site for exchange. 

SCAM: What’s that? 

RO: Well, we got the right to be there, sort-of, but they wouldn’t give us any legal backing at all... 

ML: OR any needles. We still had to turn in all our dirties to 'get clean ones. I’d always be riding my bike around on 
Oak Street with, oh, a THOUSAND dirty needles in my bag... But they just didn’t give us any support, because it 
was too controversial. 

SCAM: This is the AIDS Foundation, too... You’d think they’d have an interest in stopping the spread of HTV... 

ML: Well, we were getting harrassed by the cops all the time, and the AIDS Foundation’s brilliant response was 
“Get out of the Panhandle then! Quit doing it!” Fuck that! 

5. FTa/.£. VgRSvg ;.f. P.0 

RO: So, then the Foundation cut off their funding for the youth program, because they didn’t want anything in the 
Haight. I’d heard through the grapevine that that was going to happen, so I had already started getting funding 
together so we could become the first independent needle exchange in SF. We had a fiscal sponsor, other funding, 
and tons of backers. We had a small, start-up grant of 10,000 needles from the North American Syringe Exchange 
Network, which was matched by my friend, Rene, from New Needles Now! Down in LA. That was enough needles 
to carry us for awhile until we could write more grants and get more cash. 

Now, we were independent. We had no legal backing at all, and no organization behind us. Our last day with the 
AIDS Foundation, officially, was June 30,1998 and then, our first day on our own was July 1*. On our first day, 
Officer McGloughlin came to shut us down. 

SCAM: Ah, yes... Good old McGloughlin. He was, I think, according to the Turd-Filled Donut story I did, #5 on 
the list in the whole city of cops who wrote the most “Quality Of Life” citations to fuck with homeless people... 

ML: Yeah, he’d been by the exchange to fuck with us before, and he and I had argued. He’s just your basic 
conservative, Republican dickhead. 

RO: One of our HIV+ participants tried to tell McGloughlin that if there had been a needle exchange for him a 
couple years ago, he wouldn’t have contracted HIV. He asked McGloughlin, “What would you do if it was one of 
YOUR kids who was addicted to heroin, or got AIDS?” Officer McGloughlin’s brilliant response was, “None of my 
kids would get addicted to heroin or get AIDS!” 

SCAM: What is the exact law, anyways? Needle Exchange IS legal, right? 

ML: Needle Exchange is legal in a declared Public Health State Of Emergency. The State of Emergency is in effect, 
now, in SF, because of the AIDS epidemic, so exchange is legal, and SFPD policy is to leave exchange sites alone. 
One time, I was wearing this “Fuck Bush!” button that one of the kids gave me, and Officer McGloughlin rode by. 
Then he stopped and said, “That button is obscene! There’s kids in this park!” I said, “Look, if you’re close enough 
to read my button, by SFPD policy, you’re too close to our site... 

RO: So, the first day, he gave us a warning. Of course, we went back, and the next day he came back and arrested 
us. He took us away in cuffs in front of the whole exchange... 

ML: Ro went to Park Station and got sited out I, unfortunately, had a knife on me which is considered an illegal, 
dangerous weapon in the state of California... 

(We all stop to laugh at Matty having a knife) 

RO: He used it to pop the lids off bio buckets! 

ML: Look, it was a real weapon! It was teak handled, double edged, serrated, and over 6 inches in length. 
GUARANTEED penetration! 

SCAM: Well, if you live on 24 th Street and sometimes you got to walk down by 16 th ... 

ML: So, I got a felony for that and spenty the night at 850 Bryant... 






RO: The actual charges for what we’re doing aren’t even criminal. They’re misdemeanor violations of business 
codes. “Possessing medical equipment without a proper license.” “Dispensing medical equipment without a 
prescription”. California is one of only 9 states where buying syringes over the counter is illegal, anyway... So, we 
just bailed Matty out the next day. 

ML: We called the Linda Smith Center, a think-tank on drug policy, and they helped me out with a real good lawyer 
who got all the charges dropped. Next time I saw McGloughlin, he was pissed. “What happened to that felony 
weapons charge?” 

I said, “It got dropped, dude. It was harrassment.” So... he arrested us again! 

RO: (laughing) Yeah, we had SO MUCH backup. People from the Harm Reduction Coalition and the Linda Smith 
Center came to exchange, willing to get arrested... YOU were there from the Coalition On Homelessness. Tim fro 
the Coalition had the video camera... And then McGloughlin left us alone for 3 weeks. We thought everything wa 
cool, so people quit coming. Then, McGloughlin showed up and arrested us again. It turns out he had been ON 


VACATION for 3 weeks! 


SOMEONE ODD? 

THEY TURN BLUE OR 
KINDA GREYISH 

THEY MAY HAVE SLOW, SHALLOW 
BREATHING (OR NONE AT ALL) 

THEY MAY HAVE A SLOW PULSE 
(OR NO PULSE AT ALL) 

THEY MAY VOMIT 

'Ik. 

THEY MAY HAVE A SEIZURE 

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO? 


ML: The day he got back to town, he arrested us. 

RO: That time, we both had to go to 850 Bryant because he considered us “Repeat and Dangerous Offenders”. W 
spent 9 hours there, just to get cited out again. 

ML: It was cute, though. She was in the girls’ cell across the hall from me, and we could wave at each other... 

ML: Yeah, but Matty’s cell had the phone! 

SCAM: Where do you think McGloughlin GOES on vacation? 

RO: I think he has a cabin up north... 

ML: I actually got sort-of friendly with him that time. We talked about bicycles. I asked him how come a pig neve 
rides his bike in the rain. Because I CERTAINLY ride MINE in the rain... 

RO: After that arrest, the Haight Ashbury Free Clinic and HANC were up in arms, because they’d seen less needle 
on the street because of us. They said, look, we can’t have the Haight without needle exchange, because there’s toi 
of young injection users and the Hep C rate’s throught the roof! 

ML: So that arrest led to our meeting with the head of Park Station, Captain Newland. 

It was supposed to be just a small meeting with me and Ro, an outreach worker from the Haight Ashbury Youth 
Outreach Team and a couple cops, but we packed it with our supporters. We brought 13 people. We had to to try ti 
legitimize ourselves with the cops. They just looked at us and thought we were just the kids on the street. 

RO: We had representatives from the Harm Reduction Coalition there. ALL the Haight outreach workers. Legal 
people from the Linda Smith center came all the way from NEW YORK. You came there from the Coalition On 
Homelessness. The DIRECTOR of the Hight Ashbury Free Clinic was there. The president of HANC... 

SCAM: Wasn’t that the meeting where Newland had to split to go bowling, and we were saying we should get a 
crusty bowling team together to settle this once and for all, ON THE LANES! 

RO: Well, actually, we found out a lot about the arrests BEFORE they would happen from someone we know who 
is Newland’s bowling partner! 

ML: Its true. We’re oddly well-connected. They bowl together every Tuesday night at Japantown Bowl on Geary. 
When there was the threat of impending arrest, the bowling contact would warn us before it happened. Then one ol 
us would stand at Oak and Shrader with no needles or anything and just tell the kids to go to another secret spot 
where one of us would be waiting with needles. During the Haight Street Fair, we actually did exchange INSIDE c 
a porta-pottie at Haight and Cole! 




CALL THEIR NAME AND SHAKE ’EM, 
CHECK FOR PULSE AND BREATHING, 
splash water on their face, if 
there is no response or theyre 

NOT BREATHIN’ 


RO: You see, Newland wasn’t really against us. He just had this one officer, McGloughlin, who was making this h 
pet peeve issue. Once Newland saw that first hand, we were OK. McGloughlin was at this meeting, yelling at 50 
year old homeowners who were saying they WANTED there to be a needle exchange. These are the constituents 
he’s supposed to please. Newland actually told him to shut up a couple of times. At that meeting, Newland said he 
leave us alone, if we found an indoors space. Then 409 Clayton let us start doing exchange in their space on a trial 
basis. 

We set up strategical planning on how to keep the space. That’s why we have a door person. We’re responsible 
for making sure the whole 400 block of Clayton is clean. We have to rake the children’s playground in the 
Panhandle every night for needles, not that we’ve EVER found a needle in the children’s playground. We’ve been 
there almost 2 years without a single complaint. — 

" THE o/vty /W/< frvH ExCHAfifrt" 

SCAM: How has punk rock experience helped you start SFNE? 

^e L mr s urDun\?A„ P H U, l! t ' rUn n eed,e excl ? n 8 e in **= coumr y-1 mean, me. Ro, and Ivy started it, and our volunteer 
^ ’ baS ol y ’ SnUCk needle exchange ,nto the Haight, based on the fact that we were going t 
WvJt 8 h-, r 6 Panh , andle ' 3 dayS 3 Week > m aner what. The cops just couldn’t keep arresting us. 
shows over^e v?^ * U ' gent a ?° Ut “l 6 way we ™ n Ae s P ace - Th a ‘’s one thing I learned from putting on punk 
IS h ° W *° keep thlngs COQl on th e outside so as not to attract the cops. 

business^^steps “ N ° Sm0ki " g hanging ° U ‘ °" ** StCpS ”’ or ’ “ N ° doing 

^h““ ,tU ^ ly identify - Wit ? the kids we serve - which helped g^n their trust, and they’re hard kids to reach. 
Then, there s die organizational skills I learned from booking tours and that problem solving. 

band onh t0 advertise 016 exchange was make a series of stickers that had the logo of a punk 

| on it and the exchange days and times and location written real small at the botoom. So, if the kids put it on ‘ 


BLACK 

FLAG 

MON wco m 

430-*3Opm 
PAHHANVt£ 















. you CAN SET ft & C 

FFONsHapINS wOftKS: 
needLes, COTTONS, 

cookers, &mr rsos 

m 11 m 



use needLe exchanse! 

THE 30 SEC. BLEACHING METHOD FOR HIV 
WILL NOT KILL HEP. B. A LAB STUDY SHOWED 
THAT THE B VIRUS NEEDS TO BE IN DIRECT 
CONTACT WITH BLEACH FOR AT LEAST TWO 
MINUTES BEFORE IT IS DESTROYED. 

&LEA&HJHG IS HOT h ttLftftU 

Means of prevention! 



thawing and cEitnFi«t»N 

TH'Sltt lltl 

AfTeR 


cw B 


** skate or on their Jacket, they'd always have the schedu.e, and if a cop happened to see it, heO JU st tntnK n was 
a band. There was a Black Flag one. The Misfits... 

^^atwl^ e pe?eff^v"ause they weren’t flyers left laying around for cops and angry citizens to find. 

^r^dTtiiese pamphlets, Alien Meth Fiend. S«3S UU to 

pamphlets full of HIV or OD prevention info. So we started making punk-style pamphlets 

understand language and punk style layouts. ™ e ^ ds j^ d y ™ f ^. t for us and the program. They knew we 
“exposure” and media coverage sucks. People^ an ,. Front ii nes The Independent... they all wanted to talk 

HOW IS SF N. £. Tfi'bZp&VO&rtL'i Fw0fc0! 

ML: Iuhartfto'get'ftmd^g.^obviously, for something that’s illegal... Our first grant was just needles, and then we 
had to scam supplies. Other exchanges helped out. Our paramedic friend would-just “get” us supplies... We worked 

every day for at least a full year without getting paid... 

RO: There’s foundations. The Comer Foundation gives harm reduction grants specifically to controverersial 
programs that can’t get funding anywhere else. There’s the Tides Foundation, which is run by George Soros, this 
billionaire who gives to needle exchanges. 

ML: Basically, we’re funded by philanthropy. . , , ,, 

RO- When the Beastie Boys came around last time, they had this thing where a buck from every ticket they sold 
would get donated to this non-profit, Millarepa, that would give small grants in every city to groups who were doing 
stuff that the Beasties were down with... They gave us $3,000 to help the kids put out a zine c e ar n P 

HI CK£Y/ bc<ftW6-e,A*t> Vo°-. 

SCAM: Why did Hickey break up, Matty, and what was the initial appeal for you of doing this kind of work? 

ML: I don’t really know why Hickey broke up. When we came back from what turned out to be the last tour, it was 
just apparent that we weren’t going to do it anymore. Hickey 

was a fairly intense experience: 4 years, 7 US tours, 2 full records of stuff. I was looking forward to not being in a 
structured band for awhile, but I was looking for a way to stay in touch with the punk community. A lot of the kids 
from the exchange were kids who went to our warehouse shows at 17 th and Capp. Its cliched, “Doing it for the kids,” 
but I like the kids. The kids are a lot nicer than a lot of my peers who grew up and turned out to be real fucking 
drags. 

RO: Punk’s been integrated into our program a lot. We’ve done lots of benefit punk shows. 

ML: When I got arrested, we did a benefit at Mission Records to pay the bail off.. 

RO: And we did that big New Year’s show in 98 at Mission Records. We got Thrasher to donate skateboards and 
clothes for presents to the kids and we served food. FuckFace and Chinese Love Beads played... 

SCAM: That was a great show! There were just kids passed out ALL OVER Mission Street! 

ML: Puke everywhere... 

RO: Whenever we do benefits, we get the kids in free. 

ML: Even at the last Hickey show before that tour, I made up 20 passes and gave them out at the exchange. 

RO: kids at the exchange travel a lot. A lot of them saw Hickey in different spots all over the US. 

ML: At exchange. I’ll see kids with Hickey patches and I’ll be like, “Which show did you get that at? Arkansas in 
’95?” 

SCAM: Does it bum you out to give a bunch of needles to a kid with a Hickey patch who is all strung out and not 
doing so great? 

ML” Not at all... 

RO: Hickey was pretty fucked up, too. 

ML: Well, I think its beneficial for the kids that are really down and out to be involved in the punk scene and to be 
able to go inside of shows and to have a community. 

SCAM: Yeah, its always sad to me to see when people lose all connection to punk, like if some young kid gets 
kicked out of the scene. Suddenly, they’re not part of the nation of freaks. They’re just some dude on the street... In 
this decade there was such a huge crusty backlash... 

ML: Yeah, I used to adhere to that, too, but then, somewhere along the way, after running into enough of them on 
Hickey tours, I started thinking they were cool. 

SCAM: Yeah. Me, too. At first I thought they were just like hippies. 

ML: Exactly! 

SCAM: But then I was like, “What’s wrong with sitting on the sidewalk and drinking beer all day, anyways?” I have 
a long, proud history of that. 

ML: Sure. That’s how I spent the better part of my youth. 

RO: That shows kids what they can do or what they could become. We’re punks who started an exchange. We can 
help them get involved in SFNE. We can get them into paid posotions at some of the user studies in the Haight 
where they’ll hire homeless kids, and then, maybe, they can get a pay check and a more stable living situation, and 
still stay true to hat they want to do. 

SCAM: Right! If they stay healthy, they can quit panhandling and get on WELFARE, like me! 

ML: Once people have been truly marginalized its hard to come back... 
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Market Street A hangover, a blur. I see myself from above, lost in a crowd at Market and 
milling around at the Heart of The City Farmer’s Market in UN Plaza. There is a murmur, ah 
At the edge of the crowd, a grinning, bearded man sitting on a crate guards a bucket of crabs he 
I selling. The Black Market There is something timeless, historical in the looks on the faces of 
shoppers examining produce, the homeless men reclining on the lawn. Red bricks and the smell < 
pee. This is as close to Europe as this self-styled “Paris of the West” ever really gets. 

No one knows how it got this way, but, this place, UN Plaza is at the heart of everything 
happening in the City these days, where everyone comes to get The News. The homeless in the 
Plaza are the real people that the candidates in the upcoming election are talking about when they 
talk about “Fixing the Homeless Problem”. The mayor wants to use the cops to push them out of 
sight His opponents want to put them on the news, a smear on Willie Brown’s record. Food Not 
Bombs wants to feed them. The cops want to arrest them. Activists film the cops trying to harrass 
them, to embarrass the cops. And when Brown ordered the cops to start seizing the homeless 
shopping carts, news crews from every TV station in town flooded the plaza to film shopping carts. 
Suddenly, shopping carts were front page news, and UN Plaza was brought to people s living 
rooms. The former mayor even came out and warned Mayor Brown not to take the carts, not to get 
involved in a battle at UN Plaza, because that’s what cost him die LAST election. 

And, sure enough, the Mayor retreated and left the carts alone. There is something going on in 
UN Plaza that threatens to bring down anyone who gets involved in it 

This year, my own life keeps coming back to UN Plaza, too. Walking through it on my way to 
work, or on my way to die GA office. Walking past it sometimes on my way to the Free Clime, my 
mind preoccupied with various health problems that, without money, remain undiagnosed. Its a 
place where the very idea of “San Francisco” is stretched too thin. No hills and cable cars here. All 
the stores sell postcards of some place else. But, I keep coming back. 

There should be a mid-Market Street postcard. This is a misunderstood part of town. Deep in the 
shadows of downtown skyscrapers, you will find the “Instant IX).” store where a man behind the 
comer makes photo LD.s. And uses whiteout on the part where the name goes, if you want him to. 
j You can be anyone, or disappear anytime... There is the store that actually sells the designer plastic 
baggies that drugs come in, the ones with the heart designs, or the shamrocks on ‘em. They have 
boxes and boxes locked away upstairs, possibly handcrafted in a sweatshop in Malaysia. Where 
they come from no one knows, but they fill the gutters of Market Street... And there's Andy's 
Sunrise Juice Bar, where each sunrise finds Andy's as boarded up as the day before. And, next 
I door, across the street from UN Plaza, is a long wooden fence covered in a mural. To anyone 
wallring past, its just a painting, but if you stop and look through the hole in the fence, the other 
side shows a trash-filled crater, right on Market Huge rats ran there, across broken glass and 
rabble, just out of sight, 24 hours a day. This is it the other side of the postcard. The Heart of The 
City. 

There are moments from my walks in UN Plaza this year that are etched in my mind vividly, 
silent moments with a certain dreamlike poetry. Coming up die escalator out of MUNI, watching 
how each step of the escalator has a name graffitid on it and they all rise up slowly and disappear 
into the machine. An old Asian man silently handing a live chicken to another man at the Farmer's 
Market Newspaper blowing across the Plaza past men in blankets...But I also remember all the 
protests. I remember playing drums with my band, with the statue behind us at a “Stop The 
Bombing in Yugoslavia!” rally in May, and how the sound guy cut the rally short and the speakers 
were just old socialists, anyways. I remember the crowd silently dispersing, cheated, as the sun 
disappeared behind a bank of afternoon fog, and summer suddenly seemed to have disappeared. 


I’m back in UN Plaza again, when the 3rd Free Mumia march gets herded through the Plaza, 
angrily holding torches aloft. Its dark and hard to see. A paint bomb silently flies out of the crowd 
to splatter the statue with white paint I wonder why we're in the Plaza at all, and not on Market It 
seems like another trick. And it is. The cops surround us and announce that we’re all under arrest 
Everyone charges the police line. 

I'm with a crowd of 15, or 20 who escape by running thro^jjh the library, back out to Market 
In front, the cops arc beating people up. 

In the morning, it was like it never happened. It didn’t make the papers. Its not even 
the books the library took off the shelf and hid away in storage under Civic Center. But it 
happened, and it happened in the Plaza 

Yes, UN Plaza. A place where something is happening that threatens to bring down 
anyone who gets involved. And I keep going back. Its not abstracted, like the headlines 
of the papers blowing past on Market, or the language of my friends’ eviction papers. Its 
not something that’s happening to someone else, like the booming economy. I have to 
check my I.D. when I walk past the “Instant I.D.” place, and look at the name again. I 
look at the crater through the hole in the fence, and I can feel a place like that growing 
somewhere inside of me. Someplace dark, like an Eddy Street bar, pitchblack at noon, 
hidden away like a room at the end of a hall on the top floor of The Alder. A place that 
never changes, the bottom of the broken elevator shaft at the Seneca, where pigeons 
murmur and rats run in the dark.. Some place that’s always there. My own bench in UN 
I Plaza. 

Back in UN Plaza. Newspapers blow past. The names on the escalators rise up and 
[disappear. The man with the bucket of crabs has found a buyer. There’s a murmur, a 
hum. The afternoon fog rolls in, a chill hangs in the air over the men lining the benches. 

I The new decade yawns and stretches ahead. This whole scene is frozen in my mind, a 
picture of something ABOUT to happen. I pass some guys with carts, drinking beer and 
camping, and remember a lost TV ad from my childhood. “It doesn’t get any better than 
this.” I think it will get better. It HAS to. In an Eddy Street bar at noon, in the basement 
of Mission Station, backstage at The Strand, all is still. It’s the sound of the City, waiting 
to wake up. 
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In their search for God, men and women have turned in many direc- __. . iflwSST/C) 
tions. Thus, the diversity of religions—Hinduism. Islam. Buddhism, Juda- - - ^“‘••B ^ Tt! 1 , 

ism. Shinto, Taoism, Christianitv. Do you know how rhw Hiffr- ? in what M A B c 

ways they ait similar? The Pi+/N j. will- 

answer many of your questions. It may also lead you to the tnie God: W T f j 
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One of joys of going to Miami punk shows over the last couple years has been witchuio 
unsuspecting audience member* run out of Cavity shows, screaming, with their hand-over 

^^ 0fto ^ CD ’ Dn ^.y~^P«tonQ^ ul d 
run screaming from your own home 1 ^' 81X1 

As Cavity, hassist/songwnta, D«n, anger. Rene, and i staggering list of put md 
present members (including members of Chickenhead, The Gorms, Against All Authnntv 
TV Cnnnbv Us C«, ^^^ fOTwd w^Z^T"' 

ae^y2 R PM,fo r Mn U ndfi v e,o r s«ye»n Retying on one, or two cmshing chords, 
^u^upo^ wives of sn^ftndb^uid.sngo who bleeds, Uvitv 

his hantroered out some of the roost brutally simple, ind purely distilled Miuni punk rise 
ever put on. record Whde more known for then severe and moody live ttUoLOvi? 

some great records on local labels like Starcmncb and 4 and 1/2 Fingenrand 
ths CD on V Ubd ™o bv Pu^ ( v. t^w- V ^ly who drew ^ the 

[ e ' r ^ case s them all in one package for the first time From the start 
these 13 nicks bristle with malice The opener, "The Saver* bobs along nicely enough like 
a body m the nver on a sunny day, -Marginal Man Bines 1 goes down next likeaneLt 

^, S ^ Wh,Ch ' ^ ^ OTW| »« fr™ these, eodmg np 

w«h the wefl-muned -S£- The CD does fther shghdy, though, at maUisc wiTr^ 
tracks recorded with a different singer than Rene who sounds like he's actually trvins to 
scream real words Whafs up with that ?!? 1 

®^er that low-point. Drowning , really takes off with the classic Cavity 
LP, originally on City ofCnroe records, which is presented hcie in its entirety Originally 
issued in an inscrutable, stark, white cover, with no song titles listed, and only a black 
sticker Mmmg the band and the label, this is a record so extreme and steeped in the Pain 
ofLife that rt could only have been recorded in Miami! As the music staggers forward 

like a stray dog on 8th Street in August, you can feel the menace hanging in the air the 

graffiti covered storefronts baking in the sun, and the gridlocked traffic and smell the 
exhaust, and rotting trash, and dead Santeria chickens on the tracks... Here, at their most 
tT^r ~ no*^ ^bout being noise, heavy without being metal - Cavity is really more 
like Miami s proud answer to the blues, with a sound that's been down so long it looks like 
up, a sound that s so mean and full of ruin that it somehow makes you fed real good 
I listen to Cavity so I don't run screaming from the city 


Pt£Bi£v^4 A/**)t*bA \ ffcoA-v 
fv-'n-SXg.LAM).., -THiJ RSCoAt Aci^Au\ 
Jk£ ft£AL- 6-6tP. AM> C>0£j*OfT»'S R£vi£w 

At the tail end of my trip to Europe last year, when I was sick as bell from ( 

walking in the snow, and pretty lonely from not speaking English to anyone in weeks, I 
happened to get on the train from Prague to Vienna with four friendly, very loud, and very 
drunk punk rockers from Switzerland, It was just what I needed! We took over one whole - 
passenger car, blasting Napalm Death and Screeching Weasel on their portable tape f 

player! I was too sick to drink any of the beer that they kept offering me, but two of them ~ 

did speSk pretty decent English, and we had a great time just listening to the muse and f 

trying to communicate, They told me they were in a band, and would send me their next 
record when it came out. Well, I hadn't thought much about then since I got off that * 

train, until the tffaer day, nearly a year later, their brand new record came for me in the 
mail, and I couran't believe it: their band was PfehiaiU Amanda easily the best and most 
famous Swiss punk band eve! I even already had ooe of their old records on tape! I 
guess its just hard to behtve what a small world it can really be sometimes I mean, 
imagine getting on the Tri-Rail with The Crumbs! 

With this self-titled record on the rarely-seen-in-America 10" format (consistent 
with the Swiss' famed metric efficiency, Swiss records are all 10", instead of the American 
standard 12"), Ptebicula Amanda breaks no real, new ground, but still offers up a 
scorching, 8-song attack of classic, Swiss teen angst. If American punk today is generally 
considerred to be the domain of well-heeled, suburban kids, bored with their sterile 
surroundings, than this European translation is no different, as tiny, affluent Switzerland, 
known for its political neutrality, snow-blanketed ski resorts, and very precise watches and 
clocks, is sort-of a suburb of big, modem Germany. Add to this the fact that all Swiss 
males, upon turning 18, are legally required to jom the army, apd you can see what makes 
Plebicula Amanda so upset. Singing their politically charged anthems entirely m German, 
as the Swiss people do not yet have their own language, Plebicula Amanda, along with 
fellow Swiss thrashers, Arnnade, consistently record the 


finest German-language punk records that have ever been made by a non-German band! 

Following last year's excellent LP, "Vo es Dumerazzie?", which featured 16 (!) 
slash and bum originals, as well as a spirited, German language cover of Fugazi's "Waiting 
Room", and a furious Deuisch reworking of Flipper's classic anti-heroin rant, "First the 
Heart" (Heroin is popular over there, too, though, I think they have to buy it directly from 
the government, or something .), this much shorter EP comes off more like a quick 
postcard, just to keep in touch But from the opening blast of "Wahlversprechen", this disc 
is classic PA, with a straight ahead Ramonea/Motorhead attack that wont disappoint 
fens But, as the record progresses, P.A. does show a newfound musical maturity, veering 
into a moodier Agent OrangeTPleased to Meet Me"-era Replacements riffing for the sad, 
snowbound drinking ballad "Konig AlkohoT and the almost wintry sounding 
"Einwegticket". But just when you think Plebicula Amanda has gone soft on you, they 
race at double-time speed through the terse, album-ending "Tschuss" The lyrics offer up 
P.A 's typical blend of insightful critique and moral outrage at the conservativeness and 
hypocrisies of modem Swiss life On "Es 1st Hah So", singer, Patrick, bitterly lays it on 
the line "Dass der winter kommt/ und dass obdachlose erfrieren es ist hah so/ nehrat es 
hin/ und macht die augen zu!" — hardly a neutral stance from these pissed-off Swiss 

punks! If you still have any doubts as to where this band is coming from, every copy df 
tins record comes with a vinyl sticker of a big, Swiss h*nH crushing a swastika! 

So what s next for Plebicula Amanda? Guitarist, Billy, tells me a long-awaited tour 
to the U S is in the works, as soon as the bassist, Rizzi, gets out of the army! So, 
hopefully, these guys will make it over here, (and won't get lost on their way to 
Churchill's, like so many other unfortunate, German-speaking tourists), and will show 
Miami the graft, Swiss punk they're known for Until then, this record will have to be 
enough 
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Take the 22 Fillmore bus in San Francisco, south, away from downtown to the end of 
I line.. Get off on a street of dead-end railroad tracks, where shopping carts drag in the fog. go 
down the hill at 20th, past the empty lot on your right, past the old port complex on your left, 
past the people living in their cars. When you get to the impound lot, you can see the Bay. A 
walkway takes you past some abandoned warehouses, then abruptly stops at a fence and a 
• NO TRESPASSING sign. 

There is a hole in the fence. 

On the other side is a rotten dock, where, on many nights you can fmd a mysteriious 
group of men. They’re not loading smuggled drugs or dumping bodies; they’re fishing. 

The EPA says this rotten dock is one of the most polluted parts of the entire San 
Francisco Bay. The fishermen say its a great place to catch halibut. 

It never fails: the more filth and polluted a body of water in a city is, and the harder it is to 
access, the more guys you’ll see fishing in it. There can be a 15-foot high fence, topped with 
razor wire, and just under the sign that says DANGER: HAZARDOUS MATERIAL, you 11 
see the tom apart metal, all pushed out, where they sneak in. And, it isn t exactly scientific, 
but it seems like I’m seeing these urban fishermen more and more, hearing tales about 
them as I travel across the country. Men with poles camped out on a railroad bridge over 
the Sacramento River. Dark figures with nets in a creek behind a Florida strip mall. The 
guys that hang out at the lake in Cleveland, where warm water from an electrical plant 
guarantees good fishing, even in thedead of winter... Once, a trucker who picked me up 
when I was hitchhiking on 1-75 spent the whole drive excitedly pointing out the roadside 
ditches where he’d often pull over his rig and fish. 

Wherever a ripple breaks the placid, smooth surface of the modem world, the urban 
fishermen are there to stick a hook in. 

Last year, I went out on the road, looking for them. 

^ 0Al2^ 


According to the WPA Guide To Florida, early settlers to Biscayne Bay described waters 
“of every delicate shade of blue and green, tinged with every color of the spectrum... a sort- 
of liquid light, rather than water, so limpid and brilliant is it.” By all accounts, the fish were 
practically jumping into the boat. 

Today in Miami, it is still possible to live that early, pioneer life. Orange, mango, and 
avocado trees, their branches heavy with fruit, line many residential streets, and anyone 
with a machete can harvest the coconuts that grow wild, even on Flagler Sreet in the heart 
of downtown. Roosters mn free in the streets around Little Havana and Little Haiti and in 
the empty lots around the River. And, of course, despite the official health warnings, posted 
in 3 languages, and the occasional raw sewage leak into the Bay, there’s still plenty of fish. 

Most of the Miami River isn’t publicly accessible — it mns through boat yards and the 
back yards of residences — but I still found a group of Latin guys behind the old Shriner’s 
temple. They had no fishing poles, but they’d rigged up some pretty inspired Do-It-Yourself 
gear. They’d tied their lines through holes they had punched through empty tall cans of 
malt liquour, then wrapped the slack line around the cans. Then, they unravelled their lines, 
held the ; r cans with two hands, and waited. 

I walked up and said, “Coges algo?” One guy, rapidly rolling up his line said in a thick 
Spanish accent, “Yeah! I got one now!” and, sure enough, he pulled up a small, black and 
white spotted fish, and laid it on the concrete sea wal. All five of us gathered around it for a 
couple of excited moments, as a ripple of joy spread among us, strangers. The guy who 
caught it declared, “Ees for fry pan!” and dropped it in the bucket. 

But even more sought after in Miami than the free, spotted fish dinner are “pink gold”: 
Biscayne Bay shrimp. I used to live on an abandoned boat, just off the shore and out of the 
neon of Coconut Grove. My neighbors were mostly shrimpers who, like me, would row back 
and forth every day to our various salvaged, patched, and varely floating boats. Shrimiping 
worksMike this: first you drive the boat to where you think the shrimp are going to be, which 
was often in the warm waters around the Turkey Point Nuclear Reactor, south of Miami. 

You put the huge net in the water and drive the boat in a circle. Guys celled “pickers” sort 

the stuff the net brings in: shrimp go into buckets; broken glass and tires go back into the 
water. Its illegal to sell the shrimp for anything but bait. But, back on the docks, shrimp are 
like money. In Miami, it is still possible to buy car parts, new shoes, and tickets to basketball 
games with a bucket of shrimp. 
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JUlAAJl/ L- f-/TsOYt*- 

Dear Iggy: 

Sorry I haven’t written in a bit, but I’m in JAIL in Seattle, and we don’t have paper, or, 
mostly, pencils, unfortunately. It sucks; I came in with Claire and Cinque and Billy, but I 
haven’t seen Cinque and Billy since 20 hours in, and now were at...uh, 55? Its been nuts. 
You may have heard. Its big news. After they arrested us, we were on a city bus with about 
70 people for 15 very tense hours. Luckily, one of the punks figured out how to undo the 
temporary cuffs with a safety pin. Unluckily, there were only about 7 punks and 60 others, 
singing hippie songs and having endless collective style meetings, and trying, endlessly to 
reach consensus about the same shit over and over. Thank God I was with the kids! 

Ah, Iggy, you should’ve been here! Not for the jail part, because this is so awful, but for 
the TAKING OVER THE STREETS!!! It was amazing. We held downtown ALL DAY! 

They had to call in the National Guard and it DIDN’T WORK! With 600 of us in jail, they’re 
still under siege! But, yeah, I want out so bad. Tuesday was amazing, and now I’m missing 
everything. Tuesday is worth a whole other letter. Ivy and Jimmy made it up, bringing 
Cinque and Billy, and they did a generator show in the street at the protest! Tliat night, we 
roamed the streets, aimlessly, drinking beer. Jimmy was off somewhere and we went to find 
him but Capitol Hill was totally under siege! Tear gas, lines of cops, and we were a ways 
behind cop lines, wearing our masks, cause of the gas, just listening to sirens and explosions 
(gas canisters and rubber bullets) and helicopters... It was the most surreal fucking thing! 
This was in the middle of normal Tuesday night life. The bars were full of folks who were 
stuck inside and getting gassed anyways and shit like that. 

There’s an International Day Of Action for us tomorrow. God, I wish I could watch, 
hear, or read the news, for real, though we, at least, get constant updates and, sometimes 
ARE the news. I’ve been in cells while interviews over the phone were conducted with ABC, 
CBC, and other places. 

There’s massive protests outside the jail.Last night,the protesters negotiated with the 
mayor and got our lawyers in. Tonight, people are locked to the front door demanding 
release for everyone (well, only the protesters, not EVERYONE...) \ 

So, what happened was they arrested us everyone marching on Wednesday (after 
Tuesday they were scared) loaded us onto busses and drove us out to the old Navy base that 
they’d decided was going to be the processing center. They parked in the lot next to another 
bus full of protesters, and there we stayed for over 15 hours. Finally, they pulled the bus 
around to the back of the building (away from the TV cameras) and got on in full riot gear 
and started pepper spraying and pulling people off the bus by their ears, noses, cuffed 
hands, hair...We were in the building in this big concrete room. Around 5 or 6 AM we were 
shackled and moved to the jail. Everyone here is refusing to give names or any info., 
dmenading to be released with no charges. People who give their names, however, can be 
cited out BUT are ditchgn fcalL the others, including some with felony charges and some who 
are in solitary experiencing some fucked up abuse and who will have to go to court and get 
god knows how screwed. 

We just learned that there’s 5,000 people out front and they’re gassing them! Still! Even 
after the mayor called for the police chief’s resignation! Maybe he just doesn’t care 
anymore... Well, I hope I can get this out with me and I hope I get out soon! 

XXOO, 

Anandi 
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